
The Grand Almoner’s Fund



As you go through this Grand 
Almoner’s Fund update, you will read 
stories that remind us, no matter 
what life throws at us, we have 
millions of Brothers to help us catch 
it. These are stories of heartache, 
sadness, disaster; these are Brothers 
and families in some of their darkest 
moments. Freemasonry was there 
to help them. You were there to help 
them.

It has been said that “the team with 
the best players, wins.” But what 
happens when those “best players” 
are down on their luck and in need of 
a little assistance? The team around 
them steps up. The team members 
listed at the conclusion of this 
publication stepped up, big. 

Members of our Commander’s Circle 
have given more than money. Their 
giving has mended hearts, wiped 
tears, and eased the after effects of 
hurricanes. They have helped shine a 
light on that darkness that once was. 

Thank you. Thank you for your part in 
the Grand Almoner’s Fund.

Thank You.

Michael C. Russell, 32°
Vice President of Charities

Director of Development



Presenting a check from the Grand Almoner’s 
Fund to Victoria Duhamel for a service dog is 
Valley Secretary, Wayne Fulmer, 32° (l), and 

Deputy’s Representative, Edsel Emery, 33° (r).

Victoria Duhamel of Steubenville, 
Ohio was given much more than she 
had expected when she reached out 
to the Scottish Rite asking for help to 
get a service dog. Duhamel suffers 
from lymphangioleiomyomatosis 
(LAM), a genetic mutation that causes 
her lungs to replace lung tissue with 
muscle tissue so she has no oxygen 
transfer. 

Now, the nine pound oxygen tank she 
carries on her back will be a weight 
lifted off her shoulders—literally—
with the help of a check from the 
Grand Almoner’s Fund that is making 
a service dog possible. 

Said Deputy’s Representative of 
Steubenville Edsel Emery, “The check 
we are able to offer is substantial, and 
it was very much beyond what we 
could do here at the Valley. We have 
the Grand Almoner’s Fund to thank 
for that.”

Duhamel’s father-in-law and 
husband are both Freemasons, and 
it was through them that she asked 
the Fraternity for help. They didn’t 
imagine the Grand Almoner’s Fund 
would answer in such a big way.

“I was astounded,” Duhamel said. 
“Total shock. I had no idea that they 
were going to help out that much.”

After receiving the good news, 
Duhamel received the $9,000 check 
at a small presentation ceremony 
at the Scottish Rite Temple in 
Steubenville. 

“It was, for me, one of the most 
memorable moments in my Masonic 
journey,” Ill. Brother Emery said. “I am   
so very proud of the Scottish Rite.” 

“It’s an amazing feeling to know 
that the Masons and the Scottish 
Rite thought that my condition               
was worthwhile enough to help        
me out like that,” Duhamel said.           
“I am so grateful.”

Answering in a Very Big Way



At 7:30 one morning, I received an 
email from Brother Darrin D. Catts, 
32º, District Deputy Grand Master 
for the 42nd Masonic District in 
Pennsylvania.  Brother Catts informed 
me he had identified a Brother from 
our District who had a special medical 
need. 

He went on to explain that Brother 
Frank Wyatt had been in a battle 
with cancer for some time, and 
that the future was quite uncertain.  
Conventional treatments just did not 
seem to kill the cancer.  Brother Wyatt 
had found out about an experimental 
treatment option available at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in nearby 
Baltimore, MD.  Finding that his case 
made him a good candidate for the 
program, he learned that he would be 
eligible to participate, only to discover 
that these treatments would not be 
covered by his health insurance.

This is where we stepped in. 
Brother Catts verified that this 
was a legitimate need and asked 
how the Scottish Rite could help.  I 
immediately told Brother Catts that 
I would put this case through the 
proper channels to ask for help from 
the Grand Almoner. 

By 8:00 AM, I sent an email to our 
then Active Member of the Supreme 

Council, Ill. Jeffrey W. Coy, 33º, asking 
him to consider the facts I outlined 
to him from my communication 
with Brother Catts.  Ill. Brother 
Coy forwarded the request to our 
Deputy for Pennsylvania, Ill. Thomas 
K. Sturgeon, 33º, who forwarded 
the request with his approval to our 
Sovereign Grand Commander.

Within hours, an email was sent to Ill. 
Peter Samiec, 33º, Grand Almoner of 
the Supreme Council, directing him to 
issue a check for $8,000.00 to cover 
the cost of the treatments for Brother 
Wyatt. 

We received an email in Harrisburg 
before 4:30 PM the same day that 
this request had been approved by 
the Sovereign Grand Commander.

Just two days later, I received 
the check and immediately made 
arrangements to visit with Brother 
Wyatt the following Saturday 
morning.  

The meeting with Brother Wyatt and 
his wife was very emotional when we 
were able to present the check for the 
full amount of the cost of the cancer 
treatments. We explained that there 
were no strings attached, and we did 
not expect anything in return except 
for him to get well soon.  

The Grand Almoner’s Fund At Work
As told by Ill. David A. Auchey, 33°, Valley Secretary, Valley of Harrisburg.



What a wonderful example of 
fulfilling our Masonic obligation to 
help a Brother in need! It should make 
every member proud to be a part of 
an organization that actually does this 
kind of thing.

The steps are simple: identify the 
need, verify the need, and then apply 
through your Active to your Deputy 
to the Supreme Council.  While not 
every broken wrist or defective car 
transmission will qualify, if there is 
a verified need that cannot be met 
through normal local efforts, perhaps 
the Grand Almoner’s Fund can help.

Now almost a year later, while Brother 
Wyatt is still not cancer free after 
these treatments, he continues to 
fight the good fight. While his future 
is still uncertain, he is looking into 
programs available from the National 
Institute of Health. Brother and Mrs. 
Wyatt are most appreciative of the 

help they received from the Scottish 
Rite. Without that help, they would 
not have been able to take advantage 
of the program at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and wish to offer their thanks 
to all who contribute to the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund.

L to R:  Bro. Darrin D. Catts, 32º, D.D.G.M. Dist 42, Mrs. Wyatt, Bro. Frank  
Wyatt, 32º, and Ill. David A. Auchey, 33º, presenting the check to Bro. Wyatt

In Frank’s own words:

 “The costs of new cancer 
treatments, even trials supported 
by the drug companies, are very 
expensive. The Scottish Rite 
Grand Almoner’s Fund made it 
possible for me to have a chance 
at living longer, and maybe even 
a cure. Without the help of my 
Masonic Brothers, I might not still 
be fighting the good fight. I am 
grateful for their relief and support 
through this difficult challenge.”

Bro. Frank Wyatt, 32°



Why We Give

Gerti and I give to the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund because of a desire to 
help our fellow man. 

When Gerti became a nurse, she took 
a pledge to commit to the welfare of 
others. As a Mason, I took a similar 
pledge to help my fellow Brothers, 
their widows and orphans. 

People today are naturally skeptical 
about giving. But when someone 
needs help, and it comes to fruition, 
the result is trust and a perceived 
sense of value. You don’t have to 
be a recipient to come to that same 
conclusion. 

To paraphrase Florence Nightingale, we 
should devote ourselves to the welfare 
of those committed to our care. 

Gregory Clark, 33°
Deputy for Illinois

Commit yourself, and care for a Brother 
by supporting our Almoner’s Fund.

Gregory and Gerti Clark



Why do I give? I guess in part 
because I have “Taken” before in my 
life, and I know how it feels. I also 
want to teach the next generation 
that giving can be rewarding. Mostly, 
I think that giving is a choice. Those 
who “Take” can have a hard time 
“Giving.” But those who “Give” 
sometimes need to “Take” a little help.

Things weren’t always perfect when 
I was young. One Christmas didn’t 
even include presents under a tree. I 
spent a few Saturdays in line waiting 
for government-issued food like 
cheese, chicken soup, prunes, and 
some form of SPAM, which I ate a lot 
of over those years.

Later in high school, at times I 
wondered how I was going to get by. I 
even resigned to getting food stamps. 
I saved one of those food stamps, and 
after 35 years, I still have it. It served 
as a reminder to me in my early career 
that I didn’t want to need to “Take” 
again, but would rather be one who 
could “Give” instead.

As a parent, I’ve made sure that my 
children experience “giving.” I used to 
take my children to the local Veterans 
Home where a few of us Masons 
handed out coffee and donuts. 

Sometimes they would deliver the 
donuts as well. They still remember 
those times.

I was always involved in the 
“Summer-Fest” event with my Lodge, 
and my kids knew that it was a 
charitable endeavor. After many years, 
I told them I wasn’t participating one 
year.    I was shocked to hear the cries 
of   “You have to!” “You always do 
that!” They knew it was a volunteer 
event  for me, and it had become a 
part of their lives too.

Recently my son had his eighth-grade 
graduation ceremony, and as part of 
his dressing up, he wanted to borrow 
a bow tie. The one that best matched 
was my Children’s Dyslexia Center 
Builders Council yellow Teddy Bear 
bow tie. I let him use it, but I did tell 
him to take good care of it, as it was 
an expensive tie! That tie has been 
a symbol of giving to me, and I have 
been very proud to wear it.

Freemasonry has helped me surround 
myself with many other “Givers,” and 
I think giving is what makes all of us 
proud and happy to be members.

Jeffry A. Simonton, 33°
Active Member of the Supreme Council



A Message from the Grand Almoner
Over the years I’ve been honored to 
serve the Craft in many capacities, but 
no position has given me the deep 
sense of satisfaction and true service 
as my role as Grand Almoner. My 
last message focused on our global 
assistance aiding victims of natural 
disaster. To quote an old movie line, 
“This time, it’s personal.”

This year we received and processed 
123 requests for personal assistance. 
The opportunity to help could be both 
heartwarming and heart-wrenching. 
But in the end, heartwarming 
prevailed. Here are some of those 
experiences:

One Brother whose resources were 
depleted due to serious illness wasn’t 
going to be able to attend his father’s 
out of state funeral services, a heart-
wrenching thought. Helping him get 
to the funeral and be with the rest of 
his family in their time of sorrow was 
truly heartwarming.

A family who escaped a house fire 
with only the clothes they were 
wearing was another heart-wrenching 
story. Everything was gone. In under 
24 hours, we supplied them with debit 
cards for food, temporary shelter, and 
clothing. Heartwarming.

An elderly Brother was living alone in 
a house with a leaking roof, a failing 
heating system, and no resources to 

fix either. We helped with both, and 
his Lodge Brothers are working to 
paint, repair, and update the house as 
an ongoing project.

This is heartwarming on two levels. 
Not only were we able to improve the 
quality of this Brother’s life, but his 
Brothers are living the obligations of 
all Freemasons everywhere: to help, 
aid and assist a worthy Brother Mason 
in distress.

There are 120 similar stories.

The bulk of our assistance goes, not 
to disaster relief, but to individual 
Brothers and their families, each with 
a name and a face. And those faces 
have smiles on them because we were 
here for them.

With your support we can continue 
doing “The Rite Thing”: putting 
smiles on the faces of many more 
Freemasons in need.

By the way, it’ll warm your heart and 
make you smile, too.

Peter J. Samiec, 33°
Grand Lieutenant Commander
Grand Almoner



Words of Thanks

I would first like to express my gratitude 
and appreciation to you, and all the 
Brethren of the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction. Without your commitment 
and assistance, the hardships I’ve been 
enduring these past few years would 
have been completely unbearable. The 
heartfelt warmth and concern of the 
Brethren has again assured me that 
the Scottish Rite has rededicated to its 
mission to “strive to be a fraternity that 
fulfills our Masonic obligation to care for 
its members.”

When I first read about the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund, and the accounts 
of those it has assisted, it offered me 
some light in my darkest hour. Hearing 
the stories from other Brethren who 
have received relief gave me the feeling 
that I truly wasn’t alone.

I’ve continued to drive onward, 
finding my way through hard work, 

determination, and the lessons I’ve 
learned as a member of all my Masonic 
associations, but particularly those 
lessons conferred on me by the AASR. 

Everyone who knows me knows 
it’s certainly not my way to ask for 
assistance, but as time had progressed, 
I truly felt I had nowhere else to turn. 
I was at risk of losing my home, and 
what felt like my entire world. I reached 
out to the leadership of my Valley. Their 
genuine concern for the complex issues 
I was facing was reassuring.

It has been a long, trying road since my 
accident in 2014. With more surgeries 
looming, at least I can rest a bit easier 
knowing that the fraternity stands by 
its members and our obligation. My 
eternal gratitude to all.

Respectfully and Fraternally Yours,

Brother Smith

This Scottish Rite Brother was in a serious motorcycle accident that left him 
unable to work. He was facing foreclosure on his house before the Almoner’s 
Fund stepped in.

Dear Brethren of the Supreme Council,



Commander’s Circle Donors
The Commander’s Circle is a special group of donors who have chosen to honor their commitment 
to the principles of our fraternity through their generous support of the Grand Almoner’s Fund. 
Their passion and their giving are a true and lasting expression of “Masons Caring for Masons.”

Gold Donors Silver Donors

The Grand Almoner’s Fund is a fund of the Scottish Rite Benevolent 
Foundation, a qualified charity under 501(c)(3) of the Federal Tax Code. 
All donations are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed under law.

David R. & Pauline Bedwell
Ronald W. Beebe
William & Lisa Berenbroick
Frederick & Evelyn Berenbroick
Ross & Linda Black
Matt Blaisdell & Angela Lennox
James M. Blizzard Jr.
Timothy & Beth Boutell
Elbridge & Mareetta Brewer
Robert E. & Irene M. Brightbill
Austin P. Clark
Greg & Gerti Clark
Ronald & Elaine Connelly
Thomas H. & Dorothy Corson
Michael & Annie DeWolf
Jim & Margie Deyo
James Dill
Donald & Wendelyn Duquette
Philip & Arlene Elliott
James T. Elliott Jr.
Thomas E. Ewald
In Memory of the L. W. Getman Family
Raymond & Ginnie Foose
Christopher T. Forbes
David & Monica Glattly
Bradford & Kathleen Goebel
Marlin & Kay Gray
Matthew Francis Griffin
Garry D. & Sonia G. Hageness
Philip L. Hall
Brian &  Lynne Hartel
Alan R. Heath
Kevin J. Hecht
Donald & Nancy Hicks
Lee D. Hieronymus
Scott & Aubri Hilsee
George & Leslie Hixon
Keith & Judy Hoskins
Theodore H. Jacobsen
A. Norman Johnson
Richard R. Jones Jr.
Gail N. Kemp
Charles R. Lefever
Charlotte E. Lomell
Albert R. Marshall

Harold & Phyllis Aldrich
Ronald & Norma Aungst
Brian & Jane Blades
Archie & Kellie Canterbury
Jeffrey W. Coy
Keith W. Cravens
Daniel C Deufel
John W. Eldred
William R. Faulkner Jr.
James H Fischer
Nicholas & Marla Graff
Benny L. Grisham
Dr. Richard Carlton Haney
Dick & Susan Heldman
Leon F Higgins, II
Jeffrey B. Hodgdon
John J. Hunt
Lawrence D. Inglis
Robert Johnston
Thomas E. Julian
Douglas & Diana Kaylor
Marc R. Koble
Harold T. J. Littleton
Richard J. Luckay
James A. Manninen
John B. McNaughton
Harold Dean Meade
Mark E. Megee
Emmett W. Mills
Anthony W. Montuori
Arthur Moore
Samuel C. Nana-Sinkam
Robert & Jane Ogg
Kamel Oussayef
Keith & Linda Patch
Macario J. Ramos Jr.
Douglas E. Robinson
Robert W. Sanborn
Frank & Debbie Sekeres
Thomas & Pauline Skoog
John K. Takian
Stephen R. & Ann Whittaker
Charles Carter Wicks
John L. Winkelman
Charles W. Yohe

Carl L. Martenson
John W. McNaughton
Lois L. McNaughton Memorial Fund
Donald D. (Pete) Miller
G. Michael & Ruth Morris
Sven R. Mossberg
Paul E Mossberg
D. Dee & Kathy S. Mowry
George Nakonetschny
Dr. & Mrs. Gary L. Nicholson
Laurence E. & Nancy Perkins
Edgar J. Rennoe Jr.
Carolyn Ribordy
Mark C. Roth
Paul & Joan Rubschlager
Michael & Megan Russell
Peter J. Samiec
David & Cheryl Sharkis
Jim Sheets
Jeffry A. Simonton
Verdon R. Skipper
Neil & Willa Jean Smalley
Robert William Smith
Gail N. Smith
James R. Spencer Jr.
Henry & Karen Stein
Terry N Steinheiser
Richard J. Stewart
Howard E Struble
Robert N. Stutz
George G. Talisse
George Thomas Taylor IV
Donald D. Thomas
Richard V. Travis
James & Susan Tungate
Leonard Vander Horn
Maurice C. Vercoe
Paul & Karen Weglage
Malcolm B. Wernik
Gary B. Williams M.D.
Connie & Daniel Wilson
Douglas N. Winter
James E. Winzenreid
Bruce T. Work
John & Jacque Wright



Trusts, Estates 
& Organizations

On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry, Sovereign Grand 
Commander John Wm. McNaughton, 33°, 
commissioned a special honor to recognize 
the most generous donors to the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund.

The Commander’s Circle is made up of 
two levels of giving:

Your donation can be sent in the envelope 
provided. Or you may contact the 

Development Department directly at:

The Grand Almoner’s Fund
33 Marrett Road

Lexington, MA 02421-5703
 (781) 465-3326  •  DonateRite.org

Amwell Lodge #12 F. & A.M.*
Boston Lafayette Lodge of Perfection
Cogswell Benevolent Trust*
Columbian Lodge A.F. & A.M.
Congdon-Overlook Lodge #163
David W. Jones Trust*
E. R. H. Enterprises, Inc.
Edward Parkinson Clark Trust*
Estate of Charles McGrattan*
Estate of Paul E. Lange*
Estate of Robert Morefield*
Estate of Sherman Kisner*
Giles F. Yates Council Prince of Jerusalem
Henry E Thelin Trust*
Hilmar Gulseth Revocable Living Trust*
James M. Alter Trust*
Lafayette Consistory S.P.R.S*
Laurel Lodge No. 237 F. & A.M.
Louis S. Ehrich Trust*
Masonic Family Health Foundation*
Massachusetts Consistory*
Michigan Scottish Rite Fund*
Mount Olivet Chapter of Rose Croix*
North Jersey Past Master’s Association
Scottish Rite Bodies Valley of Hartford*
Scottish Rite Valley of Boston*
Scottish Rite Bodies Valley of Chicago*
SEI Investments Company*
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey F. &A.M.*
The McCormick Family Foundation
The Order of the Thistle
The Royal Order of Scotland*
Valley of Allentown
Valley of Philadelphia
Valley of Pittsfield A.A.S.R.
Valley of Portland*
Valley of Portsmouth/Dover
Yahnundahsis Bodies A.A.S.R.*

* GOLD DONORS ($10,000+)

Direct donations and pledges that can 
be paid over a period of time of up to five years are 
excellent ways to support the Grand Almoner’s Campaign. 
Bequests are also encouraged and deeply appreciated. 

Gifts of securities may be donated, as well. Gifts 
of real property may be possible, but are subject to review 
before acceptance.

The Gold Circle is an exclusive honor limited to 
donors of $10,000 or more to the Grand Almoner’s  
Campaign. A gold pin has been commissioned to 
acknowledge members of this group.

The Silver Circle recognizes those who donate or 
make a bequest of $5,000 or more to the Grand 
Almoner’s Campaign. A silver pin recognizes the 
members of this group.

Members of these donor societies are commemorated 
on a plaque in the Supreme Council Headquarters 
located in Lexington, Massachusetts.

•

•

The Commander’s Circle



Freemasonry was there to help them. 
You were there to help them.

DONATERITE.ORG

SCOTTISH RITE, NMJ
THE GRAND ALMONER’S FUND
33 MARRETT ROAD
LEXINGTON, MA 02421-5703

The Grand Almoner’s Fund

Michael C. Russell ,  32°
Vice President of Charities
Director of Development


