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From the Sovereign Grand Commander

Doing More for Children

Kids need as much going for them as possible to-
day. This is why youngsters with learning problems
are at a severe disadvantage when it comes to getting
ahead in school and in life. It is as if they are swim-
ming in the Olympics with one arm tied behind their
backs.

As Scottish Rite Masons we care about giving peo-
ple a chance to do their best, to be productive citizens.
This is why we are pleased to announce an exciting,
new charity — The Scottish Rite Masonic Children's
Learning Centers. As a fraternity, we are going to give
kids with learning problems a chance to win.

The Scottish Rite has always led the way when it
comes to charitable commitment. It was 60 years ago
— in the midst of the Great depression — that Scottish
Rite Masons took on the incredible responsibility of
finding answers to the devastating torments of schizo-
phrenia. Down through the decades, we have re-
mained loyal to the mission of seeking solutions to this
terrifying form of mental illness.

Our reverence for educational achievement led us
to place a priority on aiding the sons and daughters of
Masonic families through the Supreme Council’s Ab-
bott Scholarships. This educational support is above
and beyond the countless grants and scholarships pro-
vided by individual Valleys across our jurisdiction.

Then, in the early 1970's, we demonstrated our
leadership once again by taking on the task of com-
municating pride in our country to future generations.
We moved quickly to create and then endow the Scot-
tish Rite Masonic Museum of Our National Heritage
which opened its door in 1975,

MNow we are extend our reach even further with
the establishment of the Scottish Rite Masonic
Children’s Learning Centers, our fourth Supreme
Council charity.

Building on the success of the 108 existing learn-
ing centers sponsored by the Scottish Rite Valleys of
the Southern Jurisdiction in 35 states, we are creating
an opportunity for our Valleys to meet the challenge of
serving the one-out-of-ten children with learning disa-
bilities — those with one arm tied behind their backs.

This new charity is unique and important because
it is local. Valleys are being given a chance to demon-
strate their Masonic commitment and to shape a pro-
gram that meets the needs of the young people in their
area.
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The Supreme Council’s role will be to provide the
guidelines, support and financial incentives in assist-
ing Valleys to move forward in planning and opening a
Scottish Rite Masonic Children’s Learning Center.

Besides meeting a community need, our learning
centers will also provide valuable local visibility and
recognition for Masonry and the Scottish Rite.

The model for cur Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
learning centers has been in operation during the past
year in Newtonville, Mass., a suburb of Boston. It was
here that Ill. ]. Philip Berquist, 33°, inspired the open-
ing of what is now our first center. Several years ago,
the Valley of Marquette (Michigan) was the driving
force in establishing an innovative summer children’s
learning center in conjunction with Northern Michigan
University.

With the guidance and direction of Phil Berquist,
who is heading our jurisdiction-wide program, there
will be three or four new centers each year. The effort
will be modest since we want to make sure each center
is firmly established and there is proper funding to
provide for a meaningful program.

Although the learning centers will be open to all
youngsters who can be helped, priority consideration
will be given — up to 49% of capacity — to children
and grandchildren of Masons.

Being a part of this new venture should be both
exciting and beneficial to our members across our
15-state jurisdiction. Seeing new Scottish Rite Masonic
Children’s Learning Centers open their doors and hear-
ing about the difference they are making in children's
lives will only serve to motivate us to do more,

Our Scottish Rite history is one of seizing oppor-
tunities, responding to need, meeting challenges —
and leading the way. With the Scottish Rite Masonic
Children’s Learning Centers, we prepare ourselves and
our fraternity for being of service well into the 21st
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Masonry in the Mail

Massachusetts Mason claims largest collection

By RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33

When Ill. Ralph B. Duncan, 33°, of
Methuen, Mass., used to travel with his
parents as a boy, he would always en-
joy picking up postcards of the places
he had been. It was great fun to review
the cards from time to time, because
it brought back fond memories of his
adventures.

Little did he know at the age of 12
that he would eventually accumulate
what he believes to be one of the larg-
est collections of Masonic postcards in
the world. He knows he has at least
5300 cards. "l haven't counted them
lately,” he says, “but I keep adding to
the collection on a regular basis.”

Ralph began to get serious about
Masonic posteards about 20 years ago.
Ever since he became a Mason at John
Hancock Lodge, Methuen, Mass., in
1957, he has been interested in Masonic
history, and when he became a mem-
ber of the library-museum committee

The American Souvenir Card Company |s-
sued sels of cards prior to 1898, The Phil-
adelphia sel includes a pholo of the
Philadelphia Masonic Temple. Only the ad-
dress of the recipient could appear on the
boack of the earfier cards. A message could
usually be written on the front.

of Masonic postcards

Ralph B. Duncan hos accumulated a
collection of more than 5,300 Masonic

postcards during the past 20 years.

for the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts, he also began to see a grow-
ing concern for the preservation of
Masonic heritage.

“The written word tells us
plenty about our past, but we can-
not ignore the value of photos,” he
says. “"Many times photographs
can be more important than |
printed material, because they say
so much. Some of the best photos
of our past have been preserved on
postcards.”

His interest in Masonic history
is a natural extension of his chosen
career., For the past 33 years he has
taught history and social studies in the
Andover, Mass., public schools. Ralph
just retired from that position on Sept.
1. During the past few years, public
school teachers in Massachusetts with
proper credits were offered early retire-
ment incentives, and he took advantage
of the opportunity this year. He has no
immediate plans for the future.

4 THE NORTHERN LIGHT | NOVEMEER 1994

Ill. Brother Duncan’s Masonic
record is indeed impressive. He has
served as Master of his lodge, High
Priest of his Royal Arch chapter, Illu-
strious Master of his Council of Royal

Using postcards to promote the Masonic
Homes was a frequent practice. Most of the
Homes were built in the late 19th and early
20th cenluries. Two of the most common
Homes appearing on cards were at Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., and Utica, N.Y.

Comerstons Masanie Home,
mhthhlml.‘;:: Bapr. 24, 1“1
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and Select Masters, Sovereign Prince
in the Scottish Rite Valley of Lawrence,
Grand High Priest of the Mass. Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, and DeMolay Ex-
ecutive Officer for Massachusetts. He
received the 33° in 1975.

Ralph feels that postcard collecting
is coming into vogue again. It had
reached its peak during the early 20th
century. The bulk of the postcards were
sent and collected during 1905-15. Then
the practice seemed to die down until
after World War II, when there were
signs of renewed interest.

The Duncan collection contains
some 2,000 cards of Masonic Temples.
Another 1,000 cards contain photos of
Masonic Homes, the most popular of
which are Utica, N.Y., and Elizabeth-
town, Pa.

The collection also contains a large
number of photos of Masonic Service
Centers that were open for servicemen
during the wars. The first Center was
established at Columbia, 5.C., in 1941,
These Service Centers operated through
1945,

Continued on next page

These 1908 cards from the Amercan Post
Card “Photogravure” series provided space
on the front of the card for a message. The
card ot the left announces to the members
of Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 40 (Missour) that
15 candidates will receive the first degree.

Mam b Qiemary, 0. & Aarvechs & Bes, Fukiies, Nemdag, Wam.  [WEOT
ST %

" Thasonic Black, comer Main and Baven Street, Reading, Tass,

Known as a “Hold to Light"' card, the view of the Chicago Temple (left) is one of only two
Masonic cards published by Joseph Koehler using a die cut methoed te allow brilliant col-
ors to show through the windows of the bullding. Copper Window Cards (obove), using
copper colored ink to highlight the windows, was a less expensive method fo the Hold
o Light opproach. The Reading, Mass., card is one of the few Masonic cards printed In

MT. MORIAH NO. 40
has

15 of these for
Saturday Aug. 28th at 3:30 P.ML
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DEVELOPMENT OF POSTCARDS

Pioneer Era (1893-1894)
Outgrowth of the picture post-
cards from the Colurmnbion Expo-
sition in Chicago, 1893,

Private Mailing Card Era

(1898-1901)
Private printers were granted per-
rmission fo print and sell postcards,
a practice that was limited previ-
ously to the government.

Post Card Era (1901-1907)

Tha imprint on the back changed
from “‘Private Malling Card’' to
“Post Cord.””

Divided Back Era (1907-1919)
The bock of the card, previously
used exclusively for the address,
was now allowed to camy a mes-
sage also.

While Border Era (1915-1930)
Most postcards had been printed
in Gemany. During this era Ger-
man cards were no longer Im-
ported, and U.5. publishers
atternpted to substitute, but with
poor quality and with a white
border around the edge of the
card,

Linen Era (1930-1945)

With changing technlogy. publish-
ars began to usa linen-lke paper
with a high rag content.

Photochrome Era (1939-)

The rich colers from photographic
images confinue to appear to-
clay.

The Shrine camel provided a little humor
on this lum-of-the-century card,

MASONRY IN THE MAIL
Confinued from previous poge

Macoy Publishing and Masonic
Supply Company issued Masonic post-
cards in the early 1900's. At the time,
the company was located in New York
City. Throughout the years, three styles
appeared in the Macoy catalog. The ear-
liest version positioned the company
logo between the words “post” and
“card."” In addition, the company name
and address as well as two lines of ad-
vertisement appeared faintly in a po-
sition that could be used as guidelines
for the name and address of the person
to whom the card was being mailed.

After 1905, the company seal was
replaced by a large square and com-
passes. Several years later the Masonic
emblem was reduced in size to allow
more space for a “divided back” (one
half for the address and the other half
for a message).

Some of the most difficult Masonic
cards to locate are the comic postcards.
There were many printed. He has col-
lected about 120. Most of the older
cards were British, and they don't seem
to get onto the market in the United
States. They go from buyer to seller
before they reach the open market.

Scoffish Rite scenes, such as the Great Hall
ot Coudersport, Pa., Consistory (lower left)
and a degree set on the stage at the Los An-
geles Scotfish Rite Cathedral (lower right),
oppeared cccasionally. The unusual card al
the right with an embroldered Scofiish Rite
emblem and raised border would have been
mailed in a transparent envelope. It was dis-
tibuted by Macoy Publishing and Masonic
Supply Company.

THE EREAT MALL COQTERIFONF CONTNIIONT
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MASONIC SERVICE CENTERS orcrareo oy
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As Masonic Service Centers sprang up in the
1940's, they became a common subject for
postcards. The unique postcard {(above) of
a WWI soldier with Masonic apron represents
the method used by some photographers to
reproduce a pholo on posicard stock to be

Army and Moy Maonic Service Comar—Musoss Temple, Nespor Biads Dslisd

Many of the British comic postcards
were published by Millar & Lang dur-
ing the 1930's. Millar and Lang claimed
to be the “largest publisher of view
postcards in Britain.” Masonry was
only one of many subjects chosen for
parody.

Comic postcards poked fun at the
proverblal Masonic “goat.”

Another popular group of British
postcards was known as the
“(Gran'Pop” series. The cartoons of Ma-
sons portrayed as monkeys were drawn
by Lawson Wood. There is no record
of Wood as a Mason, yet he drew a ser-
ies of five Masonic sketches for post-
cards. Ralph says there may have been
a sixth, but he and his sourees have not

mailed usually o fiends and relatives.

seen it. Actually, Wood's Masonic post-
cards were only a minor part of his
work. His famous monkeys in various
situations became popular throughout
the world during the first half of the
20th century. In the United States his
humorous monkeys appeared on the
covers of Collier's magazine.
Confinued on poge 14

Too Heavy for the Goal'

He was eighicen sone, or rather mere,
Sa the Mason’s Goal wend flop on the floar,

ARE YOU A MASONT

THE CHARGE
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Annual Meeting Highlights

Grand Commander’s Allocution Sets Goals for the Future

Delivering his first Allocution as
Sovereign Grand Commander, [l
Fobert O, Ralston, 33° told the gath-
ering at the Supreme Council Annual
Session in September that his approach
in his official position will be one of
“looking inward to reach outward.”

“Itis my firm belief,” he said, “that
we must look inward to ourselves in
the Scottish Rite, and do an honest, crit-
ical, and objective evaluation of every
aspect of our operations to become of
greater service to our members, our
community, and our country. The net
result will be the enhancement of Free-
masonry in general and the attraction
of more men to our craft. Our goal must
be to improve everything we do.”

In addition to getting settled in his
new role, the Grand Commander also
used his first year in office as an aggres-
sive period of thinking, planning, and
moving forward. “Someone once sug-
gested that the world does notneed more
great ideas, because there are already
enough of these,” he stated. "What the
world needs today is more people trans-
lating great ideas into action.”

At the point of translating our
wonderful ideas into action is where
we find ourselves at this moment, he
said. “The good news is that we are in
an action mode and we are moving for-
ward."” He pointed out that he plans
to identify and implement at least one
new program each year.

Following a key recommendation
of the State of the Rite Commiteee, the
Sovereign Grand Commander ap-
pointed a long-range planning commit-
tee to develop a strategic plan for the
MNorthern Masonic Jurisdiction. IlL
Robert W. Clarke, 33°, Active Member

The Grand Commandar announced the re-
firement of three Active Members who
gained Emerilus status: (left to right) M. Do-
nald Gardner, Maine; Ellwood A. Malison,
Michigan, and Arthur J. Kurlz, Pennsyivania.
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Ohio Grand Master Thomas Zahler,
33, (leff) was welcomed as the host
Grand Master,

for Massachusetts, accepted the chair-
manship of this committee and began
organizational meetings during the Su-
preme Council Session.

Grand Commander Ralston
pointed out that the strategic planning
horizon will not be limited in its scope
of review and recommendations, and
urged all Scottish Rite members to pro-
vide input to the committee.

New Officers. Retiring as Active Mem-
bers were [ll. M. Donald Gardner, 33,
Deputy for Maine; Ill. Arthur J. Kurtz,
33°, Deputy for Pennsylvania; and 111

Ellwood A. Mattson, 33°, Active Mem-
ber for Michigan. All three became Ac-
tive Emeriti Members.

Retiring as Deputies but continu-
ing as Active Members were IIl. A.
Norman Johnsen, 33°, Deputy for Con-
necticut, and [ll. John W. McNaughton,
33°, Deputy for Indiana.

Elected as new Deputies were Il
Gerald C. Pickard, 33°, Maine; Ill. Fred-
erick H. Lorenson, Connecticut; 111 C.
DeForrest Trexler, 33°, Pennsylvania,
and Il Bill C. Anthis, 33°, Indiana.

Two new Active Members were
elected at this session. Ill. Walter E.
Webber, 33° is a Portland, Maine, at-
torney and York Insurance Company
executive who has been active in Maine
Masonic affairs as a Grand Lodge off-
icer and Commander-in-Chief of
Maine's Scottish Rite Consistory.

Ill. George R. Moad, 33°, is a Can-
field, Pennsylvania, funeral director
and a past presiding officer of Harris-
burg's Scottish Rite Lodge of Perfection
and Consistory as well as a supporter
of DeMolay.

Three Grand Commanders of other
jurisdicions were elected Emeriti
Members of Honor of our Supreme
Council. They are M.P. Rev. Canon R.
Tydeman, 33%, England and Wales; I1L
Harold E. Crosby, 33°, and Ill. Gunter
Munzberg, 33°.




Preaching the sermon for the Vesper
Service was Rev. Lewis W. Raymond,
33°, (ot podium) Pastor Emeritus of the
Oid Slone Presbylerdan Church in
Cleveland. Also parficipating in the
sarvice was Rev. Robert H. Bates, 32°,
Parish Associate at the Old Stone
Church, and Rt. Rev. Herber M. Groce,
Jr., 33, Associate Grand Prior for the
Supreme Council and a Diocesan Bi-
shop of the Amercan Anglican
Church. Ill, Brother Groce was substhi-
tuting for the Grand Prior, Rev. Kenneth
V. Ketflewaell, 337, who was recuperat-
ing from hear surgery in August,

Rituals. On the recommendation of the
Committee on Rituals and Ritualistic
Matter, the following degree rituals
were adopted: revised Tentative 175
revised Tentative 18°; revised 20°; re-
vised 22° to include both musical and
non-musical versions.

The committee also announced that
arevised degree director’s manual will
be distributed to Valleys this fall.

Fraternal recognition. On the recom-
mendation of the Committee on Frat-
ernal Relations, the following action
was taken:

* Recognized the Supreme Coun-
cils for New Zealand and Portugal.

* Recognized the new Supreme
Council for Colombia. Relations with '

another Supreme Council for Colom- Eight visiting Grand Commanders were greeled af the session. AHending were:
bia presided over by Oscar Sierra Sa- Anfonios Loizos, Greece; Jesus L. Armada Pena, Cuba; Julio Ipamoguine, Peru;
balza were suspended last year and Grand Commander Ralston; C. Fred Kleinknecht, Southem Jursdiction, U.5.A.;
were officially withdrawn at this year’s Harold E. Crosby, Canada; Julian Gascon Mercado, Mexico; C. Victor Suero,
Ses5ion. Dominican Republic; Jean-Fleme Grenier, Switzerand.

* Postponed action on proposals
to recognize the Supreme Councils for
Poland and Romania.

Prince Hall, The Supreme Council
adopted the following resolution rec-
ommended by the State of the Rite
Committee: In the matter of Prince Hall
Freemasonry, the Supreme Council for
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction au-
thorizes the Sovereign Grand Com-
mander to confer with the leadership
of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, Prince
Hall Affiliation, concerning mutual rec-
ognition in any jurisdiction where
Prince Hall Masonry is recognized by
the Grand Lodge of that state,

Two new Active Members
elected this year were (left to
right) George R. Moad, Penn-
sylvania, and Waller E. Web-
ber, Maine.

Desecration of the flag. Desecration of ~ Scottish Rite Masons abhor and look  amendment to the U.5. Constitution
the United States flag, by burning or  upon with anger and contempt. The  that would make such acts of desecra-
other shameful acts, is something that ~ American Legion is sponsoring an Continued on next page
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Continued from previous poge

tion unlawful. The Northern Jurisdic-
tion will join the Southern Jurisdiction
in formal support of the efforts of the
American Legion to pass this amend-
ment. Said Grand Commander Ralston,
“It is time to stand up for the great pat-
riotism we espouse in our ritual.”

Charities. Approved were the follow-
ing appropriations recommended by
the Committee on Benevolences:

* 350,000 from the Benevolent
Foundation for the new Scottish Rite
Masonic Children’s Learning Center
Program.

* $1,225,000 for the Schizophrenia
Research Program.

* 5350,000 for the Abbott Scottish
Rite Scholarships.

* A total of $100,000 to provide fi-
nancial support to nonpmﬁt groups, in-
cluding DeMolay, George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, Masonic
Service Association, National Masonic
Foundation for the Prevention of Drug
and Alcohol Abuse.

Chad Northcuit,
DeMolay's International
Master Councillor, was
the featured speaker dur-
ing the Supreme Council
Session.

Dale Sandsirom, Grand Master for the
International Order of DeMolay,
presanied the Soverelgn Grand Com-
mander with a chain collar recogniz-
Ing him as a new Honorary Member
of the International DeMolay Supreme
Council. The Grand Commander was
elected to thot position of the
organization’s 75th anniversary cere-
monies at Kansas City, Missour in June.

Scoftish Rite to Sponsor New Charity

The Supreme Council officially
adopted a 4th charity — Scottish Rite
Masonic Children’s Learning Centers.
The program is similar to the learning
disabilities program of the Southern Ju-
risdiction, which now has some 108
learning centers in operation.

For the past few years, the Com-
mittee on Benevolences has approved
grants to Northern Michigan University
at Marquette for a summer program to
assist children with learning disabili-
ties. Last year, the Massachusetts Scot-
tish Rite opened a learning center at
Newtonville, Mass., through the efforts
of I1. J. Philip Berquist, 33°, Deputy for
Massachusetts.

Using the experience gained from
the Massachusetts center, Ill. Brother
Berquist has agreed to head up a
jurisdiction-wide program that would
begin in a modest way and expand as
our dedication and energies would al-
low.

A learning center could be placed
in operation in a Valley with 1,000
square feet of space and upwards. The
Supreme Council will provide seed
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money to establish a center,
but there must be a desire on
the part of local and state
Scottish Rite leaders to see
such a program succeed and
a willingness to contribute
their money and time to the
desired end.

1. Drew W. Washabau,
33°, Active Member for
Pennsylvania, will coordi-
nate a fund-raising program,
and Ill. James W. Salmons,
Jr., 33°, will assist Valleys
with the design and construc-
tion of a center.

During the general ses-

sion, a $10,000 contribution y j philip Berquist, 33°, (right) accepted a $10,000 con-
was presented by Massachu- tribution for the new charity from Massachusetts Grand
setts Grand Master David W. Master David W. Loverng.

Lovering to kick off a cam-
paign for the Centers. A chal-
lenge was issued by the Grand Master
for other Grand Lodges in the jurisdic-
tion to match the gift.

The new fourth charity is being set
up as a separate charitable entity with
overall guidance by the Supreme Coun-

cil. The Learning Centers will join three
older charities now in existence and
which will continue as part of the
Northern Jurisdiction’s ongoing en-
deavor to be of greater service to the
world around us.



A plague honoring the 10th anniversary of the Scotfish
Rite/MBNA credit card program was presented fo the Grand
Commander by John McCarthy, a senlor vice president for
MBNA America. McCarthy also announced a Children’s
Leamning Center Challenge. A major effort will be made to
sign up new cardholders. After 1,000 new accounis have
been opened, MBNA has agreed fo donate §10,000 fo the
Children's Leaming Centers program. It was also announced
that effective Jan. 1, 1995, the Scoftish Rite credit card will
have no annual fee for life. In the past, new subscribers have
been enfiled to only the first vear without fee.

The recipient of the 1993-94 Kern award was the Valley of Providence,
Rl. The winner was announced by lIl. Arthur M. Kurlz, 33°, Deputy for
Pennsylvania. Receiving the award for the Valley was lIl. Philip &. Rol-
lins, 33°, Depuly for Rhode Island. Named in honor of the late Dr. Ri-
chard A. Kem, 33°, former Deputy for Pennsylvania and chairman of
the Supreme Council Committee on Benevolences, the award is
presented to the Valley that attains the highest percentage of partic-
ipation of members contributing to the Benevolent Foundation.

o — ]
FRANKLIN AWARDS
FOR PUBLICATIONS

Winners of the 1994 Brother Frank-
lin awards were announced during
the Monday morning general session.

There were 42 Valleys submitting en- O W GYOM DINOSYIN « IWVH MIOAO WYNO J.S}

tries for judging of Valley publications.
Receiving special recognition were M a S ONI C °

the following:
Category | (Valleys with
less than 2,000 members)
How to solve: Start with the first word. Add to
it the letters of the second word. Then add or
subtract the letters of the following words. Total

ANMUAL MEETING PHOTOS BY STAN SEIGLA

Best Publication:
Bridgeport, CT

Honorable Mention:
Jamestown, NY
Lewiston-Auburn, ME

Traverse City, M| the remaining letters and unscramble them to
Category Il (Valleys with find a word associated with Masonry.
2,000-5,000 members)
Best Publication: (CONGRATULATIONS) + (INTRODUCE)
Milwaukee, WI
et - (RACING) + (MEDIA) - (STADIUM)
Freeport, IL
Northern New Jersey - (COIN) + (FUNNY) - (DUET) -
Peoria, IL

Category lll (Valleys with
more than 5,000 members)

Bes! Publication:
Indianapolis, IN

Honorable Mention:

(TURN) + (STARTER) - (TOYS) - (ONE)

QLYW CHOM DINOSYIW « IWWH MMOA WYNODs,
SCONAM DORW HAMT * MASONIC WORD MATY

Chicago, IL Answer from previous issue: TRUTH

Cincinnati, OH Clue for this puzzle appears on page 27.

Cleveland, OH o o
Pittsburgh, PA /SCONAM DORW HAMT » MASONIC WORD MATY
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Attracted to Freemasonry

John Robinson’s widow relates how the author
fell in love with the fraternity

By MICHAEL A. PORADA, 32°

The fraternity of Freemasonry just a
few years ago was blessed to have at-
tracted the attention of John Robinson,
who not only wrote three books on the
craft itself but also was willing to be
a staunch advocate of Masonry. He tra-
veled and spoke for and about Free-
masonry not only to its modern day
opponents, but especially to the non-
informed and to the Masonic commun-
ity.

While John ]. Robinson may have
departed from his earthly life in Sep-
tember, 1993, his spirit and message are
literally still in our very midst today!
I recently had the opportunity and priv-
ilege to interview his widow, Bernice
Robinson, who most graciously agreed
to sit down and discuss John's Masonic
journey through her unique perspec-
tive.

“John's approach to researching
Born In Blood (his first book) was sim-
ilar to that which he had used in bus-
iness research,” Bernice said. “He
investigated and assembled all the per-
tinent facts, then let them lead him to
a logical conclusion, rather than form-
ing a theory, selecting solely the facts
which would support such a theory and
ignoring the rest,”

His research, started in the early
1980’s, led him to conclude that the
Knights Templar had had to go under-
ground early in the 14th century to
avoid torture and death. He also con-
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cluded that this underground organi-
zation was some 70 years later the guid-
ing force behind the Peasants’ Revolt
in England. Other independent research
into the mysteries of Masonic origins
began to connect with his theory that
had evolved concerning the fate of the
Templars-on-the-run. “By 1985, John
had decided that he had accrued
encugh material to produce a fascinat-
ing book,” according to Bernice.

Two years later, John Robinson did
submit what he thought was a com-
plete manuseript to the well-known Al-
fred Knopf book publishing house.

"The editor assigned to working
with John told him that there has al-
ways been a strong interest in Masonry
by the general public, and to add a sec-
tion about Freemasonry spanning the
period from the Middle Ages to present
day,” she continued. “John was told
that this book would appeal to a much
wider readership if it dealt with Free-
masonry in greater depth. Although it's
possible that the editor might have ex-
pected John to uncover harmful facts
about the craft, it didn’t work out that
Wa}l'.”

Although Knopf was unable to
publish the final manuscript, they did
refer John to other publishers who
would be in the position to help. M.
Evans and Company was the first of
the publishers John had been referred
to that responded,” Bernice recalled.
"“George deKay, the president and
owner, said that he had read the man-
uscript and was ready to publish it,”
she added.

In Masonic circles, Born In Blood
met with mixed reviews and reactions
from historians and researchers, but

MICHAEL A, PORADA, 32°, i the aditer for The Cincinnatl Mason,
established in 1993, The Bimonthly publication i desgned fo serve
the Masonic communify in the greater Cinginnafl area.

gradually John's theory gained accep-
tance.

Perhaps most important was the
acknowledgement of Allen Roberts, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Philalethes So-
ciety. “Early in 1990, John was awarded
the Distinguished Service Medal of the
Society for his service to the cause of
Freemasonry in general,”” Bernice re-
called. “He was touched by this recog-
nition of his work’s value; he and Allen
developed a friendship that was based
on mutual admiration and respect.”

After the publication, John Robin-
son began to receive requests to speak
about his research; his initial engage-
ment was at the Scottish Rite Valley of
Cincinnati. “John admitted to being
nervous over how his presentation
would be received,” Bernice said. “For-
tunately, his ability to communicate in
a clear, straightforward way met with
a warm and lively response from his
audience. When he came home he was
relieved and happy.  had not seen such
a sparkle in his eye for a long time.”

The success of this first occasion
helped set a general pattern for future
appearances, in that John would speak
for about 30 minutes and then spend
the remaining time taking questions,
so that other ideas could develop.

In the succeeding two years, John
Robinson finished two more books,
Dungeon, Fire And Sword and A Pilgrim’s
Path, while carrying out a very busy
schedule of speaking engagements,
both to Masonic forums and on radio
and television. These engagements in-
volved hundreds of thousands of miles
of travel throughout the United States
and Europe.

As he was then not a Mason, he had
a very high degree of credibility when
defending Masonry from the various
latter-day accusers of the craft. He drew
the attention of many talk show hosts



who look for (and thrive on) controver-
sial subjects. Bernice accompanied him
whenever possible, and today vividly
recalls these forays.

“John never knew a stranger,” she
stated. “He showed the same respect
and friendliness to everyone he met
from whatever walk of life. He was al-
ways ready to fit in an extra meeting
or impromptu discussion, and never
sought to impress listeners with his er-
udition or importance. After a formal
presentation, he was always delighted
to stay around, signing books, answer-
ing questions and visiting with people.
Frequently, he would get to bed well
after midnight, only to be up again af-
ter a few hours’ rest to fit in more un-
scheduled meetings before it was time
to leave. No matter how tired he was,
he found the energy to meet people, be-
cause he sincerely loved what he was
doing. As a wife, | enjoyed seeing him
receive a standing ovation, because 1
felt he deserved it.”

In 1992, John made his decision to
affirm his commitment to Freemasonry.
“John petitioned Nova Caesarea Har-
mony Lodge No. 2 for two reasons,”
Bernice added. “As this is Ohio’s old-
est lodge, he was attracted to the his-
torical aspect. In addition, he had a
pergonal association, dating back to his
childhood, with lodge member (and
Past Master) Cleve Cornelison, which
was renewed when John first estab-
lished Masonic connections.”

John was made an Entered Ap-
prentice Niov. 25, 1992. "It was a night
that gave him deep satisfaction,” Ber-
nice related. Unfortunately, his active
life as a Mason was cut short immed-
iately.

Over the years, John had success-
fully overcome a number of serious
health problems; so a severe sore throat
that was troubling him at the time he
became a Mason seemed nothing more
than a mild infection. However, the day
after Thanksgiving, the throat became
very painful. Within 48 hours his blood
stream had been invaded by a strep in-
fection which caused life-threatening
blood poisoning. He waged a month
long battle in intensive care, unable to
move or speak very much at all. Ber-
nice recalled, I think I was the only
person in that entire hospital who be-
lieved that John would survive during
the first 72 hours."”

In all the years of the existence of
the Grand Lodge of Ohio, there had
been only two men made Master Ma-

sons at sight: President William Ho-
ward Taft and U.S. Senator John Glenn.
Brother Robinson, however, had
already received the first degree, so
there was no thought given to “making
a Mason at sight.”

Bernice remembers the initial phone
call that came from Allen Roberts, who
had learned that John's life was in
danger. “Allen felt that it would be a
shame if this man who had done so
much for Freemasonry were to die
without becoming a Master Mason.”

Ohio Grand Master H. Ray Evans
called an emergent session of the Grand
Lodge and N.C. Harmony Lodge No.
2 at the Shriners Burns Institute, across
the street from where John lay in inten-
sive care. On Dec. 3, 1992, the Grand
Master conferred upon John the Fellow-
craft and Master Mason degrees.

“Afterward, | had the distinct im-
pression that John had "turned the cor-
ner,’ even though he could only
squeeze my hand to show that he knew
what had occurred.” On New Year's
Eve, he left intensive care and returned
home weeks later.

John Robinson returned to suffi-
cient health to be able to receive the
Scottish Rite degrees in the Valley of
Cincinnati in April 1993. Bernice re-
membered, “He attended the final
banquet in a wheelchair, but the impor-
tance of the occasion, and the brotherly
support he received gave his spirits a
tremendous boost. It was just what he
needed at that time."”

Although elected to receive the 33°
of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
at Cleveland, Ohio, in September 1994,
John's decline in health made it neces-
sary to confer this honor on him in Cin-
cinnati, with newly elected Sovereign
Grand Commander Robert O. Ralston,

33°, and Ohio Scottish Rite Deputy Al-
fred E. Rice, 33° present on Sept. 3,
1993, just three days prior to his death.

Al Rice especially wanted him to
receive it and didn't want to risk any
contingency,” Bernice said. “The one
thing I, as a wife who loved John very
much, want to add is that [ am deeply
honored that he was chosen to receive
the 337 in the Scottish Rite, and that it
was conferred upon him while he was
still here.”

It was John Robinson's third book,
A Pilgrim’s Path, which perhaps can best
summarize his research and conclu-
sions on Masonry. The first half of the
book deals with the various condem-
nations of Masonry from past until
present, and point by point dismantles
the various claims.

"You would really say that the sec-
ond half of the book suggests practical
methods and ideas for the growth of
Freemasonry,” she continued. “John
was concerned by the vast numbers of
people, especially young people, who
know nothing at all about Freemasonry.
| believe he still wants to present the
wholesome, positive image of Masonry,
to counter the effect of the attacks of
the religious extremists and other neg-
ative sources. Through his books, and
the newly formed Masonic Information
Center, | feel sure he can help to assure
mat i

Asked what reward Freemasonry
gave to such an individual as John Ro-
binson, who through his research and
writing found himself traveling and
speaking out for the craft, Bernice Ro-
binson concluded that “John rarely put
his innermost feelings into words, but
I truly believe that Freemasonry gave
him an inner serenity through helping
him find his own path to God.”

Q & A about Freemasonry

Q:
A:

Symbolic Masonry.

Why do we say “Blue Lodge"?

The origin of the term is unknown, yet
many historians have attempted to specu-
late. Tt is used today to denote a lodge
that confers the first three degrees of
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Part 1 of a 3-part series

Masonic Documents

Following the fraternity’s ‘paper trail’

By JOHN D. HAMILTON, 32°

This series of articles will deal with
the documents or “paper trail” that
American Masonic bodies have created
since the middle of the 18th century.
Manuscript (hand-written) charters and
warrants are some of the earliest forms
of documents produced for lodges.
They are models of the calligrapher’s
art and often bear important signatures,
but otherwise they generally lack artis-
tic graphic detail.

However, Masonic documents that
were engraved and printed, such as
summonses and membership certifi-
cates, reflect an extensive use of alle-
gorical symbolism. Such documents
might show a minuscule imprint line
that identifies the artist or engraver,
and which helps to expand the known
catalog of an artist's artistic endeavor.

Charters or Warrants

A lodge “works” or operates un-
der the authority of a charter or war-
rant or constitution issued by a Grand
Lodge. A group of Masons who wish
to form a new lodge, must “work” tem-
porarily under a dispensation issued
by a Grand Master. This temporary dis-
pensation is either revoked or con-
firmed at the next scheduled meeting
of the Grand Lodge. Once a dispensa-
tion is granted, the founding members
may then petition for a charter. Only
chartered lodges are entitled to make
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JOHN D, HAMILTON, 32°, o member of the Scotiish Rite
1 Volley of Boston, i the curafor of colfections of the Scotl-
tish Rite Mosonic Museum of Our National Herloge.

“Private” summaons circulated on May 13, 1750,
to members of Lodge No. 2, A.Y.M., Philadel-
phia. The plate was engraved by Brother Henry
Dawkins (c. 1735 - c. 1790) In 1757.



“Open" summeons dated May 25, 1791, to
members of Lodge No. 14 {Crange Lodge),

in Charleston from 1785 unfil his death in
1796. The design includes the heraldric

arms of the “Ancients.” Pholo
5t John's Lodge No. 1, Newpor, R.I.

bylaws, elect members, or have their
officers installed. In the 18th and early
19th centuries, lodges elected and in-
stalled officers on the constitutional
night, which traditionally preceded the
festival of 5t. John the Evangelist in De-
cember. Charters are preserved by the
lodge and are presented for regular in-
spection by deputies from the Grand

Lodge.

Mi]itary or traveling lodges oper-
ated under special warrants, which per-
mitted them to travel from place to place
with the regiments to which they were
attached, and “work" with permission
of the commanding officer. The Master
was designated by the warranting au-
thority. Military lodges have a long his-
tory in North America; a warrant for
such a lodge was granted to Col. Rich-
ard Gridley (1710-96) in 1756 by the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts “to congregate all Free and Ac-
cepted Masons in the Present
Expedition against Crown Point, and
to form them into one or more lodges
<.« A similar warrant was issued in
1759 to Col. Abraham Savage during
another expedition against the French
in Canada, and in 1762 a Deputation
(instrument appointing the holder to
an office) was issued to Col. Joseph In-
gersoll to hold a lodge in the 55th Re-
giment. Military lodges also existed in
many regiments during the Revolution-
ary War, and in all succeeding conflicts
in which American military men have
seen service,

Swummonses

The custom of summoning the
members of a lodge to every meeting
is of very ancient origin, extending back
to the 15th century when operative
masters and fellows (fellow-crafts) were
to be forewarned to come to congrega-
tions of the stonemasons’ guilds. The

Charges in Anderson’'s Constitutions of
17123 stated: “In ancient times no Mas-
ter or Fellow could be absent from the
lodge, especially when warned to ap-
pear at it, without incurring a severe
censure.”

In the 18th century it became com-
mon usage to issue a printed summons
as a warning to appear at each lodge
meeting, but the earliest record of an
engraved American summons is to be
found in the minutes of First Lodge of
Boston (June 28, 1741). The Secretary
of First Lodge, engraver Peter Pelham
{c. 1697-1751), was “directed to have
a copper plate engraved for blank sum-
monses.” Inasmuch as Brother Pelham
was one of Boston's leading engravers,

it is reasonable to assume that he would
have prepared that plate. Another early
summons was specially engraved for
Lodge No. 2 of Philadelphia, ca. 1759,
and bears the imprint of “Bro. Henry
Dawkins” (active 1754-80). The design
was later copied by Brother Paul Re-
vere (1735-1818) for a summons he pro-
duced for Boston’s Lodge No. 169
during the late 1760's. Recently an un-
recorded summons dated June 3, 1765,
has come to light, engraved by Paul Re-
vere, for The Marblehead Lodge (now
Philanthropic Lodge).

It remained the responsibility of
each lodge to obtain its own summons-
es; consequently, considerable latitude
in artistic conception is evident in their

Confinued on next page
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MASONIC DOCUMENTS
Canfinued fram previous poge

design. Some summonses were pri-
vately engraved on special order for a
particular lodge, while other “open”
summonses left blank a space for the
name of the lodge. Engravers could
produce “open” summonses at a lower
price, for the benefit of a greater num-
ber of lodges. The designs had a far-
reaching effect. Those produced by Re-
vere were almost certainly used by
New England ship captains to provide
the painters of Chinese export porce-
lains with a lexicon of “authorized”
Masonic symbals.

“Privale” summons fo companions of

1700
’"%MI‘H . -l'. . : '}:ﬂ n
= : o 2 .
Mr {_J}-ﬁ %f /E».’-‘i"df @ff? 'L"/:yl @r_{tj
e ~— ! - 7. R
_j%% :f:") AES S Z :#rﬁf': rfﬁ,ﬁ; m
s -.ﬁjﬁuaérfﬂwmy?)mf alh & ('c':é;il o
?m%fnmz HJM/‘!@,&J ,-J;";?{(ﬁié?{./_{"-
T B ftliction ofie PG Exllent
‘“:/ /H-_?:" “r e 7
Tﬁ‘éy;f G2

Washington Royal Arch Chapler, Salem,
Mass. The engraving has no imprint line. This
summons was doted Nov. 27, 1824. Wash-

raceived its charlerin 1811.

ington Chapter
Gift of Jacques N. Jacobson.

CANDIINTE ,
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MASONRY IN THE MAIL
Continued from poge 7

The 1910 Ziegfield Follies Broad-
way show, “The Girl in the Kimono,”
included the song, “I Love to Love a
Mason.” The musical score was written
by Hampton Durand and the words by
E. L. Swikard. The song title became
the subject for a number of postcards.

Ralph's collection has expanded as
he has made contact with Masons
throughout the world. One day he was
asked to answera about Masonic
history, and that response led to corres-
pondence with several British Masons.
Since that time he has also made Ma-
sonic contacts in Spain, South Africa,
and Canada.

Postcards, as we know them today,
came into being at the time of the Co-
lumbian Exposition in 1893, although
there were earlier postal cards issued
by the federal government. The early
postal cards, however, were used only
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for meeting notices and advertisements.

Rare cards may sell for as much
as $100, but the average postcards to-
day are being sold by dealers for $2-$8,
according to Brother Duncan. Some-
times cards are found in unusual pla-
ces. For instance, some temple photos
might be listed by a dealer under

“churches." Ralph relayed the story of
a new collector who located a photo of
Boston's Tremont Temple in a dealer’s
Masonic section. Unfortunately for the
Masonic collector, the Tremont Temple
is a Baptist Church. The confusion is
that the Masonic Temple is also located
on Tremont Street.

Pn rng.lnm ra-d l to be malled in transpar-
ent envelopes, but the photos were printed directly on a plece of aluminurm,



The Stamp Act
A Philaletic Review

On Jan. 28, the Canada Post
Corporation issued booklets of
ten stamps with seven differ-
ent decorative stickers to be
placed in the blank center of
the stamps. These “Greetings"
stamps were extremely popu-
lar. The entire run of 500,000
booklets was sold out in one
week; a reprinting was done
for June release. Some Freema-
sons seized upon this oppor-
tunity to create a Masonic
stamp for Canada by applying
a Masonic symbol on the white
center. Several varieties exist
— limited only by the creativ-
ity of the individual. The cover
shown here was created by
Wor. Alan R. P. Golding of Pe-
terborough, Ontario.

* * *

France issued a set of semi-
postals (the surcharged value
of these stamps was donated to
a charity) on Feb. 23, 1987, to
honor Nobel Prize winners.
One value depicts Brother
Charles Robert Richet. This
French physician, physiologist
and metaphysician was bomn in
Paris on Aug. 16, 1850. Edu-
cated at the University of
Paris, he received his degree in
medicine in 1877 and one in
science in 1878. He joined the

faculty there and became pro-
fessor of physiology in 1887.
He is best known for his re-
search on the phenomenon
which he named anaphylaxis,
of which he was the discoverer
with Portier, and which earned
him the Mobel Prize in 1913,
He was an ardent pacifist and
published a volume of poems
in 1875. He died in Paris on
Dec. 3, 1935. Brother Richet
was initiated in Cosmos Lodge,
Paris, in 1876,

AUETRALIA

Brother Robert Gordon Men-
zies, Australia’s 11th and long-
est serving Prime Minister,
was recently honored by his
homeland by being pictured on
a postage stamp. Issued on
Aug. 11, 1994, it is part of a set
commemorating the war-time
Prime Ministers. Born in Je-
parit, Victoria, the son of a
storekeeper, he was educated
at Wesley College, Melboume
and the University of Mel-
bourne, where he studied law,
Called to the bar in 1918, he
was appointed a King's Coun-
sel in 1929 and embarked upon
an illustrious career in public
service, He served as Prime
Minister over two terms cover-

by Robert A. Domingue

ing a total of 17%: years. He
died in 1978.

Brother Menzies received his
three degrees of Masonry in
Austral Temple Lodge No. 110,
Victorian Constitution, in 1920.
He was presented his 50-year
jewel in a hospital bed in 1972

* * *

Jose Rizal, considered to be
the Father of Philippine Inde-
pendence, is pictured on many
postage stamps issued by his
homeland. The example shown
here was part of a set issued
on June 19,
1936, to com-
memorate the
75th anniver-
sary of his
birth. Jose
Mercado Ri-
4 zal was born
in Calamba, Laguna, on June
19, 1861. He studied at Santo
Tomas University in Manila
and then went to Europe for
further education. Rizal's role
in the struggle for indepen-
dence is legendary and can be
found in many reference
books. He was executed by a
firing squad on Dec. 30, 1896.

Brother Rizal was initiated
in 1889 in Lodge Acacia No. 9,
Madrid, and was raised on
Nov. 15, 1890, in Lodge Soli-
daridad No. 53, also in Ma-
drid. He affiliated with a
French Lodge which met in
Paris some time later and was
made an honorary member of

the newly formed Nilad Lodge
No. 144, Manila. He is credited
with founding the Lodge
“Filipina.”

The 2,500th anniversary of
the founding of the first School
of Philosophy by Pythagoras
on Samos was commemorabed
by Greece with a set of three
stamps on Aug. 20, 1955. One
can debate whether or not Py-
thagoras was ever a Freemason
or a Mason but the fact that his
47th Problem is a symbol of
the Master Mason degree is ir-
refutable. One stamp of the set
shows a coin picturing Pytha-
goras, another depicts the
Pythagorean Theorem (both
are shown here); the third
stamp shows a map of the is-
land of Samos.

* * *

The Grand Lodge of Luxem-
bourg celebrated its 175th an-
niversary in 1978. The postal
authorities of that nation hon-
ored the event with the release
of a postage stamp on Sept. 11
of that year.
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Freemen and Freemasons: A Masonic Reader by James W.
Beless, 33°. Published in 1994 by Vantage Press, Inc.,
516 West 34th Street, New York, NY 10001, $12.95

Ill. James W. Beless, 33°, author of this vol-
ume, holds a ].D. degree from the University of
Utah. He was a Special Agent with the FBI dur-
ing WWII, a trust officer of a bank and a practi-
tioner of law for 40 years. This book is a
compilation of his articles published in The New
Age and its successor, The Scottish Rite Journal,
the publication of the Southern Jurisdiction of the
Scottish Rite.

The author's stimulus to write these essays
on men with such diverse backgrounds is
unique. Most of the men discussed in this book
are either ancestors of the author or men with
whom he had some personal type of contact. For
example, he can trace his lineage back to the
House of Orange in the Netherlands, thus the es-
say on William the Silent, Prince of Orange. He
has ancestral ties to Desaguliers. He heard the
story of Jose Rizal in his prison cell in Manila.
He drove J.C. Penney to Scottish Rite Reunions,
and “sat at the feet of Dean Roscoe Pound,” etc.

Beless has attempted in these essays to de-
pict a common theme relating to the precepts of
religious and political freedom. They display
how each man with totally different origins and
lives exemplifies the philosophy of Freemasonry
with the precepts of freedom. With the exception
of two chapters plus the conclusion, each chapter
relates specifically to the life of one man. All but
two of them are known members of the Masonic
fraternity.

The men he has chosen to present are Wil-
liam the Silent, Dr. John Desaguliers, Joseph
Warren, William 5. Bush, Meriwether Lewis, Wil-
liam Clark, Jose Rizal, Roscoe Pound, ].C. Penney
and Thomas Jefferson. The author acknowledges
that there is no conclusive evidence of the Ma-
sonic membership of Jefferson.

He traces the precept of freedom from Wil-
liam the Silent in the mid-1500's, who developed
the act of abjuration in the Netherlands and was
assassinated in 1584 because of his vocal defense
of the right of freedom, through the life of ].C.
Penney, who died in 1971.

Reviewed by THOMAS W. JACKSON, 33°

Book Nook

| found this to be a book providing some in-
teresting insights into the lives of men, with
some of whom I was quite familiar and several
just superficially so. I do have a serious question
on the phraseology in the chapter on Desaguliers
where he references The Constitutions of Freema-
sons written by Dr. James Anderson in 1723. He
states that the Constitutions “spoke of a universal
God, and offered a universal, non-
denominational, natural and intellectual reli-
gion.” After rereading a portion of Anderson’s
Constitutions, 1 question the interpretation regard-
ing Freemasonry as a form of religion, In today’s
climate, it ill-behooves us to imply that Freema-
sonry is in any way a religion.

It is a small book composed of 84 pages,
very readable and quite interesting. | think any
Freemason would enjoy reading it.

A Journey into a Masenic Lodge by Johann Freimaurer.
Published in 1994 by Assodazione Cavalieri di Scozia,
Via San Quintino 28, 10121 Torine, Italy. $100.

This book was written to demonstrate and
clarify the purpose and position of Freemasonry
as well as to counter anti-Masonic attitudes, spe-
cifically in Italy. Its dedication is reflective of this
purpose, “To all the brothers who have suffered
for being members of the Institution.”

The Grand Orient of Italy has faced unique
challenges due to the historic position of the Ca-
tholic Church and by being located in a predomi-
nantly Catholic country surrounding the Vatican.
In addition, events in recent years have brought
unfortunate, unwanted and, in the most part, un-
warranted negative publicity to Freemasonry in
Italy. The Grand Orient has paid the greatest
price.
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A Journey otto a Masonic Lodge is the most
open revelation of Freemasonry to be released in
Italy. It is written as a narration of a dialogue
between two long-separated university friends,
one a member of the craft, the other not a mem-
ber. The text relates the story of a Mason ex-
plaining Freemasonry from its birth to the
present. It discusses its development, its princi-
ples, its purposes, its dreams. It also devotes one
chapter, as one might expect in an Italian Ma-
sonic book, to music and the great Masonic com-
posers. There is even an accompanying compacl
disk of Masonic music by Jean Sibelius.

It is a beautiful book. The paper used and
its bindings are of the highest quality. It contains
many full-color photographs which add to its
value. It is very easy to read and is presented in
an interesting way which makes it enjoyable.

Regrettably it contains errors which to some
are glaring. As with many of our members who
are carried away in an excess of zeal, the author
credits Freemasonry with more than we can
rightfully claim.

There is no proof that Thomas [efferson was
a Freemason, and certainly all 56 signers of the
Deeclaration of Independence were not Masons. In
Britain, the head of Masonry has not always been
the king or a male member of the Royal family.
Indeed, | am not sure that the Grand Master was
ever the king at one and the same time. Not all
names listed as being members of our craft were
members, including Dr. Schweitzer, whose name
prefaces the list. These claims are presented as
fact.

These errors undoubtedly detract from the
value of the book for purpose of reference, and
this must be known. I would hope that if a new
edition is to be issued the errors would be cor-
rected. The cost of the book will unfortunately
also limit its distribution.

The errors aside, it is an interesting and en-
joyable book to read. It should serve as a method
to open the “closed doors” of Freemasonry for a
healing attitude toward the craft by the govern-
ment, the Church and the public. This book is a
good first step. 1 encourage its reading.

Included in the cost of the book is a compact
disc of the Masonic music of Jean Sibeliur. At the
present time there is no distribution source in
the United States for this book. The cost of post-
age and handling is not included in the list price.
Before ordering interested readers should inquire
about the shipping cost.

The Medal of Honor — The Letter G in Valor by 5. Ken-
neth Baril. Published in 1994 by the Weidner Publish-
ing Group, 490 Commwall Ave., Cheshire, CT 06410.
$8.95 plus %3 shipping & handling, and 6% CT state
sales tax, where applicable.

The author of this book is a Past Master of
his lodge and served in the Air Force from
1947-51. He developed an interest in the impact
of the role of members of the craft upon our mil-
itary history, specifically revealed by recipients
of the Medal of Honor,

Masonic recipients are listed from many con-
flicts including Vietnam, Korea, World War II,
World War I, the Civil War, the Indian Cam-
paigns, Mexican Campaigns, Spanish Campaigns,
Philippine Insurrection, China Relief Expedition,
Boxer Rebellion, the Nicaragual Campaign and
during peace time. Of the 132 presented in this
book, several are listed as probable Freemasons.

The rank, military branch and location of
conflict for each recipient is listed along with the
date and location of birth, Jurisdicion, name and
number of his lodge, and location of entrance
into the military. The citation which accompanies
the medal is also included.

Many names are familiar to most Americans.
Generals James Doolittle, Douglas MacArthur,
Jonathan Wainwright and Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.,
Lt. Audie Murphy (the most decorated soldier
of World War II receiving every available mili-
tary award) and Lt. Edward Rickenbacker. Rich-
ard E. Byrd and Charles A. Lindbergh received
the medal during peace time. I did not know un-
til I read this book that some men received the
award twice and that one recipient (Daniel But-
terfield) wrote the music for Taps.

By talking with the author, I learned that the
list is probably incomplete. He expects that
names will be added in the future. I would think
that it would be quite improbable that all possi-
ble Masonic memberships could be verified.
Nearly one-half of those presented were for ser-
vice during the Civil War, and records were in-
complete or lost.

| found the book to be informative, easy
to read and interesting. It provides a segment
of Masonic significance which might have been
ignored. Perhaps it may stimulate others to
add to it.

Incidentally, the author of this book has also
produced a video on the same subject. The video
can be ordered for $21.95 (plus %3 shipping and
handling) from Pro-Video, North Summit St.,
Southington, CT 06489. 1 have not had an oppor-
tunity to review the video and therefore cannot
offer judgment on it.
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HealthWise

A guide to good health & fitness

B Prevent common cold

In 1991, the New England Journal of
Medicine reported a study showing
that people under great stress were
more likely to be infected with a
cold. A professor at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh says this
suggests that psychological stress
somehow diminishes the body's abil-
ity to resist viral infection.

To prevent a cold, maintain basic
good health: Eat nutritious meals, get
enough rest, and get a constructive
outlook on problems that create stress.

M Baking soda,
the natural cleaner

Good old NaHCO,, Baking soda is a
versatile, environmentally safe cle-
aner. It's a deodorizer and mild
abrasive that works well for cleaning
kitchen and bath. It can clean your
teeth or clean your oven, control cor-
rosion in pipes, extinguish certain
types of fires and even remove paint.

B Pneumonia
immunizations

People with chronic conditions, such
as heart disease, diabetes, kidney
disease, anemia, asthma, or a weak-
ened immune system, should con-
sider pneumococcal polysaccharide
vaccinations. This shot prevents
some forms of pneumonia. Ask your

“Fred Is in MIDDLE management but
you'd never know it to look at him."
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physician if it is appropriate for you,
especially if you have any of the
conditions listed above. The Harvard
Health Letter recommends that every-
one over age 65 be immunized and
revaccinated again six years after the
first shot.

B 30-somethings need
more fiber

The International Life Sciences Insti-
tute Research Foundation reparts
that 72% of women in their 30's are
successful at limiting their choleste-
rol intake to the recommended 300
mg per day. But only 2% get the
proper 25 grams of fiber. The Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley
noted recently that kidney, pinto, or
lima beans have twice the fiber as
green beans. Raspberries have four
times as much fiber as cherries.

W Sports drinks worth
the cost?

If you play hard for an hour or play
moderately for two hours, the carbo-
hydrates in expensive sports drinks
will replenish your body’s blood
glucose and the fluid will restore
your body’s fluid levels. If your ex-
ercise or sports play is less lengthy
or intense, the University of Florida
says water will effectively replace
body fluids. Blood glucose levels will
be restored with your next meal.

B Skin cancer
rates double

The American Academy of Derma-
tology estimates that 1.2 million ca-
ses of skin cancer will be diagnosed
in 1994, or about twice as many as
found 20 years ago. Sun exposure is
the major cause of skin cancer.
Though a separate study shows peo-
ple are getting the sun safety mes-
sage, it takes a long time for changes
in behavior to show up in statistics
as fewer skin cancers.

W Avoiding prostate
surgery

Once cancer has spread beyond the
prostate, surgically removing the
gland has little benefit, and other
treatment is called for. Scientists at
Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Cen-
ter in New York have the first blood
test that can detect the metastasis of
prostate tumors and save patients
from unnecessary surgery. The test,
called RT-PCR, will soon be pro-
duced for general use.

A currently used blood test, PSA,
screens for the cancer but not for its
location.

¥ Tub margarine has
fewer TFAs

The cholesterol in butter is not good
for your heart. But the trans fatty
acids (TFAs) in margarine are now
known to be just as bad and maybe
WOorse.

TFAs are by-products of the
hydrogenation process that converts
vegetable cil into a semisolid spread.
Researchers have known since 1989
that TFAs can raise blood levels of
bad cholesterol and lower the good
kind, but most consumers are un-
aware of this fact.

The American Heart Association
recommends soft, tub-packaged mar-
garine, which is less hydrogenated,
over stick margarine and butter.

When it comes to deciding what
to put on your toast, jellies are look-
ing better all the time.

B Stroke: Get help fast

When you suspect that you or a
family member has had a stroke,
don't just call the doctor, dial 911.
Many stroke sufferers arrive at hos-
pitals too late to receive the best re-
atment, an average of 10 to 24
hours, according to the National
Stroke Association. Hospitals can di-
agnose what caused the stroke and
what brain functions are affected.
They can begin to arrest or reverse
brain damage. Dial 911 if you feel
sudden numbness in your face, arm,
or leg on one side of the body; have
sudden loss or blurring of vision in
one or both eyes; experience speech
difficulty; or have unexplained dizzi-
ness, unsteadiness, or falling.



German-Speaking Lodges

Sharing visits between Ohio and Michigan

By AL KESSLER, 32°

Althnugh it was quite common at
one time to find German-speaking Ma-
sonic lodges within a number of Grand
Lodges in the United States, many have
faded from the scene today. Their ear-
lier popularity was a direct result of the
influx of Germans to the United States.

The practice within the remaining
lodges is to use the prescribed ritual
for that particular Grand Lodge but
translated into the German language.

During the past year, two German-
speaking lodges in neighboring states
have exchanged visits. The two lodges
— Schiller Lodge MNo. 263, Detroit,
Michigan, and Concordia Lodge No.
35, North Olmsted, Ohio — have a
long history of visiting.

The most recent visits involved the
members of the Ohio lodge traveling
to Michigan in April to witness the
Master Mason degree presented in the
German language. The Michigan lodge
returned the visit on Oct. 1.

Over the years the events have
grown to include an ever-widening
realm of interest. Participating in this
year's degree, for instance, were three
Ontario brothers who are now honor-
ary members of the lodge in Detroit.
The Canadian brethren are Past Master
Reinhold Goi of 5t. Thomas, and Past
Master Phillip Wiehle and Brother Rolf
Sax of Windsor.

Opening remarks were made by
Vernon P. Musser, Past Grand Master
of Ohio, and Leonard R. Noechel, Past
Grand Master of Michigan.

When the charter of Charity Lodge
MNo. 94 was revoked by the Grand
Lodge of Michigan in 1867, some of the

AL KESSLER. 32°, k& o member of Meding (Ohio)
lodge No. 58 and the Scolfish Rite Vialley of
Claveland.

Author Al Kessler poses with “Altmeister”
Jurgen P. von Ludeking in Detroit.

German American brothers who were
members of this lodge were not in-
clined to join other lodges. The idea of
a German-speaking lodge was brought
before the Grand Lodge, and a dispen-
sation was granted to work in German.
The new lodge, named for the German
poet Schiller, held its first meeting at
the Masonic Temple on April 21, 1869.

Invoived in the recent ex-
changes were (seated) Le-
onard R. MNoechel, Past
Grand Master of Michigan,
and Vernon Musser, Past
Grand Master of Ohio;
(standing) Robert Karan, Past
Master and Secretary of
Concordia, and Norman
Schnelder, Past Master and
historian of Concordia.

Brethren worked to translate the ritual
from English to German. The lodge re-
ceived ils charter in January 1870.

Tl'u? Grand Lodge of Ohio granted a
dispenstaion on Oct. 23, 1863, for the
formation of a new lodge, to be known
as Concordia Lodge No. 345, with per-
mission to work in the German lan-
guage. In order that the work might be
carried out in the most perfect manner,
Brothers Joseph Singer and C. A. Muer-
mann were sent to study the ritual at
Cincinnati, where Hanselmann Lodge
No. 208 had been working in German
since 1851. Incidentally, the Cincinnati
lodge is still active,

Concordia’s original constitution,
written in German and issued on Oct.
27, 1863, is still being used and is the
one signed by all candidates. The
lodge's first regualr meeting was held
on Dec. 4, 1863.

The next visit between the two
lodges is scheduled for Detroit on April
29, 1995,
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Views from the Past

Quotations selected from the past may not
necessarily represent today's viewpoint

What is Freemasonry to you?

If a non-Mason were to ask you,
“What is Masonry?”, how would
you answer? When [ am asked this
question, | usually say that to me
Masonry is ten things:

1. In the lodge room, Speculative
Masonry is information and inspira-
tion.

2. In the home, Masonry is kind-
ness and fidelity.

3. In business relationships,
Masonry is honesty and veracity.

4. In my daily work, Masonry is
thoroughness and dependability.

5. In social contacts, Masonry is
moderation and self-control.

The Image

Masonry brings an image to the
minds of non-Masons. This cannot
include some of the things dearest to
our memory as Masons — the tyled
lodge, the rituals, the warmth of
brotherliness. Their picture of Ma-
sonry is drawn from what they see
of Masons outside the lodge room.
They see what manner of men we
are. They note whether we are regu-
lar attendants at church. They note
the activities in which we engage in
our communities. They note the
company we keep.

Many Masons will not have at-
tained positions of leadership in the
craft or in the community. They may
not have held office nor have been
decorated with our honors and jew-
els. But they have something far
finer and more to be cherished than
all of these — the respect, the admi-
ration and the sincere esteem and af-
fection of all who know them.

They make a magnificent contri-
bution to the image of Masonry in
the eyes of non-Masons as well as in
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b. Toward the fortunate, Masonry
is congratulations and best wishes.

7. Toward the weak, Masonry is
compassion and assistance.

8. Toward wickedness, Masonry
is rebuke and resistance.

9. Toward the penitent, Masonry
is forgiveness and another chance.

10. Finally, toward God, Masonry
is reverence, love and obedience.

— From a message by Warren F.
Schueler, Sr., 33°, in the Scoltish Rite
News, Valley of Wilmington, DE, Dec.
1992,

of Masonry

those of their Masonic brothers.

Isn't this something you and I
should keep in our minds as we go
about among our fellows — Masons
and non-Masons alike? It helps little
to advance our loved fraternity to
recite with fervor and eloquence the
great truths and lessons taught in
our rituals and allegories if the im-
age of Masonry we reflect outside
the lodge room fails to be a credit to
us and to the fraternity.

The image of Masonry passed
on to us by those who went this
way before us is a priceless heritage.
May we as Masons always reflect
that image in our daily lives and
conduct. Only so we can prove our-
selves worthy of the high trust re-
posed in us when we were advanced
to positions of leadership in the
craft. Only so can we continue to
build our fraternity strong and great.

— From an address by George A. New-
bury, 33° to the New York Council of
Deliberation, 1960.

Masonic Titles

Those who look at Freemasonry
from the outside are often bewild-
ered by the dazzling array of Ma-
sonic titles. Sometimes they are
amused. They understand why a
man should be known to the public
as the Master of his lodge, or as
Grand Master of Masons, or as Sove-
reign Grand Commander, but they
smile at “Worshipful,” Most Wor-
shipful” or “Most Puissant.”

As far back as 1878, Il Josiah
H. Drummeond, 33°, Sovereign Grand
Commander, emphasized the wis-
dom of simplicity in our Masonic
life. His words apply to the situation
we face today:

“I have long been of the opinion
that our titles should be greatly sim-
plified; or at any rate never used
save in the Asylum. As symbols,
they convey important lessons; as ac-
tual titles, they are far too high
sounding; as symbols, their use
should be restricted to those who
understand their symbolic meanings;
but they have been used publicly to
such an extent, that their primary
object has been overlooked and for-
gotten, and they are now taken to be
actual, and are paraded on every oc-
casion. So used they certainly tend
to bring our Rite into contempt. [
commend the subject to your consid-
eration.”

This simplicity is commended to
all Freemasons. Within a tiled Ma-
sonic body, in official publications
and documents, and on special gala
occasions one should use the full
Masonic title. When Freemasons go
out into the world it is wise to leave
the historic and symbolic titles be-
hind. This is true of ordinary unoffi-
cial correspondence.

There is one form of address in
the Church and Freemasonry which,
if it means anything, ought to mean
everything. One never goes far
wrong when, from his heart, he can
call another man “Brother.”

Fortunately, there are few exhi-
bitionists and showmen in our ranks.
The most able and distinguished
leaders in Freemasonry are modest,
unassuming, and very simple in
their every day lives.

— From an article by Rev. Mcllyer H.
Lichlighter, 33°, Grand Prior and editor
of the Supreme Council Newsletter,
Sept. 1954,



Spreading the light

“Does any Brother have any-
thing to bring before this lodge for
the benefit of Masonry in general or
this lodge in particular?”’ How many
times have I asked this question?
wondered the Master. Only once
more and I'll be a past master.

Then new member Plotonius
rose to his feet, “Worshipful Master,
what is the meaning of Masonry?”

Why me? protested the Master
to himself. Wasn't that answered in
the degrees? Isn't that the job of the
coach? Didn't he tell him that Ma-
sonry is a way of life? Shall T tell
him to see me after the meeting?
No, I'd better answer him now.

Brother Plotonius, let me re-
spond to your very important ques-
tion.

[ recall the story of a professor
teaching a college course in philoso-
phy who wrote on the blackboard,
“What is the meaning of life?,” and
then asked the class to write their
answers during the next half hour.
After the papers had been collected,
one of the students asked, “Profes-
sor, what IS the meaning of life?"
The professor said, “That's a fair
question. 1 asked you so you are en-
titled to ask me.”

He went over to a classroom
window and took out a small pocket
mirror. Holding it at an angle, he re-

Individual atfifude

There is simply no substitute for
the dedicated, committed Mason,
proudly, openly demonstrating his
Masonry before the world. The
strength of Masonry is vested in the
individual lodge member. Poten-
tially, he is our best public relations
man. He's our best membership re-
cruiter. He's our best defense against
religious zealots. He is our LAST de-
fenst against extinction. His attitude
toward the fratemnity will, in the
end, cause our growth or our dem-
ise,

— From a keynote address by Jack
Kelly, Past Grand Master of Texas, to
the Conference of Grand Masters of
North America, Feb. 1993.

flected the sun’s rays into the class-
room, a light almost equal to that of
the sun itself. He centered the light
on a far corner of the room where
sunlight never reached. “There’s the
answer: reflecting light into dark
placea. The light represents know-
ledge and the dark place, ignor-
ance.” I believe that is the meaning
of life.

Brother Plotonius, perhaps that
story is the clue to your question.
The meaning of Masonry is the re-
flection of the light of Masonic phi-
losophy and doctrine into dark
places. In those dark places are ig-
norance, prejudice, inequity, injus-
tice, and animosity. In the reflected
light of Masonry, those evils are re-
placed with brotherly love, justice,
prudence, faith, and charity. It hasn't
always been easy. Sometimes the
light fails. But Masonry isn't dis-
couraged. It is determined and per-
sistent, because its teachings are
morally right.

Plotonius was still on his feet.
“Then you mean that a Mason is
supposed to reflect the light of Ma-
sonry so that the darkness called evil
will be replaced by the good things
of life?"”

The master spoke. “I couldn’t
say it better myself.”

— From an editorial by Ralph Head,
editor of the California Freemason, Dec.
1992,

“Impossible!l You couldn't have
sa@an him af your lodge meefing
lost week. Elvis Isn't @ member,

‘Quick Quotes '

What we do belongs to what we are;
and what we are is what becomes of us.

— Henry Van Dyke

A fanatic is one who can’t change his
mind and won't change the subject.
— Winston Churchill

The worst thing in your life may con-
tain seeds of the best. When you can
see crisis as an opportunity, your life
becomes not easier, but more satisfying.

— Joe Kogel

Those who expect to reap the blessings
of freedom must undergo the fatigue of
supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Nothing resembles pride so much as
discouragement.
— Mrs. H. Ward

You'll never have all the information
you need to make a decision. If you
did, it would be a foregone conclusion,
not a decision.

— Dawvid Mahoney

The best career advice to give to the
young is: Find out what you like doing
best and get someone to pay you for
doing it.

— Catherine Whifehorn

The ultimate inspiration is the deadline.
— Nolan Bushnell

It is not doing the thing we like to do,
bt liking the thing we have to do that
makes life blessed.

— Goethe

Before strongly desiring anything, we
should look carefully into the happiness
of its present owner.

— La Rochefoucauld

The strength of a nation derives from
the integrity of the home.

A man is not finished when he is de-
feated. He's finished when he quits.

— Richard Nixon
Living in the past is foolish, living in
the future is fantasy, living in the

present is wise.
— William Arthur Ward
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M A safe Thanksgiving

If you will host family and friends
for Thanksgiving, make every effort
to send them home healthy and safe.
Check these tips for holiday enter-
taining:

Safe turkey: Thaw a frozen turkey
in the refrigerator for a couple of
days before cooking. Leaving it at
room temperature will thaw it faster,
but is unsafe. Never stuff the turkey
the night before cooking. The cavity
encourages bacteria growth that
could make you sick.

Don't start the turkey baking the
night before and at a very low tem-
perature. The bird and stuffing will
be at a dangerous temperature for
too long. Roast the turkey at 325° F,
allowing 15 to 18 minutes per pound
for the stuffed bird.

When the meal is over, refrigerate
leftovers within two hours.

M Six steps to a more
satisfying relationship

Just when you and your pariner
should be settled in and enjoying
your lives, you realize the truth of
that age-old advice about having to
“"work" at making a relationship
successful.

You can't sit back and expect your
partner to please you. You can't just
do what your partner wants and ex-
pect satisfaction. Rather, you have to
be the same strong person you were
when the relationship began. Here
are a few things to remember:

1. Respect yourself. Be sure you
are not expecting to get from others
what you should be giving yourself.

2. Be specific about what you
want.

3. Speak up. When something
bothers you, talk about it instead of
becoming silent and withdrawn.

4. Take the positive side. If you
don't like your partner’s attire, tell
how attractive he or she is in the
type of clothing you like.

5. Avoid the “It's Really Nothing”
syndrome. You set yourself up to be
taken for granted by pretending
your efforts are not important. If you
have raked the yard or cleaned the
apartment, point it out and make it
known that you like to have your ef-
forts recognized and appreciated.

6. Don’t wait to have your efforts
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noticed. People are absorbed with
their own concerns, and you have to
tell them or show them what you
have done.

B Communicating
with teens

Communicating with teens is not a
simple matter. They can be secretive,
elusive, or just too preoccupied with
their own affairs to talk to you.

That's what Liz Carpenter discov-
ered when two from the notorious
age group came to live with her.
Carpenter, author and former staff
director for Lady Bird Johnson,
claims that “creative meddling” will
help you stay informed.

The first rule in creative meddling,
says Carpenter, is: Let them know
you are curious because you care.

M Old stuff can bring
new money

Don’t put those old dolls, radios,
and Christmas ornaments into the
trash. They could be warth money.
Check the 1994 Where-To-Sell-It Di-
rectory. It gives names and addresses
of hundreds of dealers and collectors
who will buy almost anything by
mail. To get a copy, send $6.95 to
Pilot Books, 103 Cooper St. Babylon,
NY 11702

B Recycling old
refrigerators

Maost utility companies will now
pick up or accept old, energy-
guzzling refrigerators people have in
their basements. In addition to sav-
ing owners $100 a year or more for

electricity, the utility will recycle the
metal and remove chlorofluorocar-
bons (CFCs) and properly dispose of
them. What's in it for the utility
company? With fewer inefficient re-
frigerators using electricity, the need
for additional plants and energy pro-
duction will be reduced.

B How to save
videotapes

The Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers finds that the coat-
ing on VHS tapes can loosen over
time, destroying the owner's trea-
sured recordings. Tape manufactur-
ers recommend buying premium
tapes. Before storing a tape, rewind
from end to end in a high-quality re-
winder. Fast-forward and rewind
each tape at least once every three
years to keep layers from sticking to-
gether. Protect tapes from very high
or low temperatures. Store at a rela-
tive humidity of 40 to 60%.

B A flush of new ideas

Residential toilets sold in the U.5.
must now use no more than 1.6 gal-
lons of water per flush, half as much
as before. The environmental group
Earth Share suggests placing a
weighted milk jug in other toilet
tanks that will displace water. Toilet
makers scoff, saying older toilets
aren't designed to flush well on less
than three gallons of water.

"l always count my blessings during
the holiday season. | have good
heailth, a loving family, and 30 days
before the interest charges shart oc-
cruing on our cradit card bill."




Let us give thanks

As we gather with our families and friends
for Thanksgiving Day, we share a tradition we
look forward to throughout the year. It is fit-
ting that we observe the day as a time to be
thankful for our many blessings.

Perhaps this was a most joyful year for
you. Perhaps it was not. In either case, we have
 had much more than the original celebrants

. of this day. During the winter of 1621, half of
the 102 Mayflower passengers who settled in
Plymouth, Massachusetts, died. The following spring, those who survived
learned from native people how to plant corn and barley.

Their fall harvest was a success, and the colony held a thanksgiving
celebration, inviting their Indian friends, for three days of feasting and
Thanksgiving.

The Puritans were fond of offering thanks after a good harvest, the
arrival of a good ship, or their deliverance from an enemy.

We can be thankful in 1994, among our other blessings, that our fam-
ily has enough to eat, that none of us has died for want of medicine, and
that it's not necessary to wait for a ship to bring our food and friends to us.

Happy Thanksgiving Day to all.
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The Mind's Eye
Schizophrenia Research

The decision to open Scottish Rite Masonic
Children’s Learning Centers to help children
with learning disabilities leads us to reflect
on what the scientific study of the brain cell
can tell us about reading and language, and
their disorders.

There is only room here to describe one
experiment on reading, done by colleagues of
Dr. Michael Posner, a former member of the
scientific advisory board of the Scottish Rite
Schizophrenia Research program. The research
team presented normal volunteers with four
types of words, while they scanned the brain
with a powerful new imaging camera that is
able to measure energy flow and activity in
the living brain. Some of the time the subjects
saw ordinary words. Other times they were
given “pseudowords” — combinations of let-
ters that could be words, but just aren’t — like
BLERCE and ALDOBER. Still other stimuli
were letter strings that couldn’t be words, be-
cause they had no vowels — VSFFHT and
TSTFS, for example. The patterns of activity
in the visual cortex of the brain were very dif-
ferent when the subjects were reading real
words or pseudowords, than when they were
looking at impossible letter strings. In this way
Dr. Posner and his colleagues were beginning
to figure out how the brain processes words
in reading, and what might go wrong when
it fails,

Since Dr. Posner is an expert on mental
processes such as reading, why was it appro-
priate that he serve as a member of our schiz-
ophrenia scientific advisory board? To answer
that, let me describe another experiment,
called the “Stroop test.” In the Stroop test, the
subject must name the color of the ink in which
a series of words is printed. The trick is that
the word ORANGE might be printed in blue,
while the word RED might be printed in green.
The conflict between the color of the ink and
the word makes the task harder than when
the colors and names match. Schizophrenics
find it very much harder than normal people
do. What the same laboratory found is that
the Stroop test activates a particular area of
the brain called the "anterior cingulate cortex.”
Moreover — to close the circle — one of our
grant recipients, Dr. Francine Benes, has found
evidence that there is cell loss in the anterior
cingulate cortes in the brains of schizophrenic
patients.

The techniques used to study reading and
to study schizophrenia are similar (although
the brain regions they point to are different).
The science of the brain is one seamless fabric.
Schizophrenia may be at one end, reading dis-
orders at the other; but what we learn about
one will teach us about the other.
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OUR
READERS
RESPOND

Harmony

I was pleased to read Dr. Thorn's ar-
ticle ("Fundamentalist & Freema-
son,” Aug. 94). As a member of the
Jewish faith and a Freemason for
more than 30 years, | concur with
the applicability of Freemasonry to
"..encourage Jews and Christians of
all denominations to bond together
around the beliefs that they hold in
common, and to live and practice
what they believe, instead of arguing
about differences in their belief.”
Freemasonry is a beacon which
should bring brothers of all faiths to-
gether and permit men and women
of all religious persuasions to live
together in peace and harmony, such
as that which is found in the lodge
room. Dr. Thorn's recognition of this
concept should be emphasized
throughout Freemasonry.

Richard M. Goldberg, 32°
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

Dr. Thorn's article is refreshing and
reassuring. Apart from exposing
with clarity the inner conflicts most
Christian Freemasons face, it reinfor-
ces the conviction that Freemasonry
and Christianity are indeed compat-
ible. Surely, Masons and anti-Masons
need to read this article and then
perhaps no one “would cry wolf.”

Dr. Steve L. Nuwabuzer, 32°
Trenton, Michigan

How old?

Your philatelic column (“The Stamp
Act,” Aug. 94) states that Domingo
F. Sarmiento was born in Argentina
in 1811 and died in Paraguay in
*1988." This would make him 177
years old at death. He would have
been the oldest Freemason in the
world.

Andrew H. Pappas, 32°
Bridgeport, Conneclicul

Editor's note. A typographical er-
ror, not that of the columnist, is to
blame for adding a century to the
life of Brother Sarmiento. Many
sharp readers noted the inconsis-
tency.

Searching for stamps

I would appreciate knowing if any
of the stamps and/or covers men-
tioned in “The Stamp Act” are avail-
able for purchase and if so, where?

Josef Pronmet
Riedering, Germany

Editor's note. There have been
several letters prompted by “The
Stamp Act,” regarding the acquisi-
tion of the stamps and covers
shown. Unfortunately, there is no
simple solution to this request as
there is no single dealer who han-
dles all the Masonic-related issues of
the world. Further, there are very
few dealers who even recognize Ma-
sonry as a viable topic. Conse-
quently, the collector is forced to
search the philatelic media, stamp
show bourses and stamp shops until
he can locate the desired issues. Ma-
sonic cacheted covers are even more
elusive although the Masonic Stamp
Clubs (such as the MSA/ATA, MSC
of NY and GWMS5C) and their news-
letters are good sources.

"My dod says we need
a comerstone.”

Support for mentally ill

I am writing in response to “The
Mind’s Eye' column in your May,
1994 issue. | appreciate immensely
the efforts being carried out by the
Schizophrenia Research Program of
the Scottish Rite.

In responding to those people
who call for information regarding
mental illness, [ would hope that the
director of the research program will
also refer them to the National Alli-
ance for the Mentally Ill. In Ver-
mont, as in most other states, the
alliance offers education and support
to friends or families dealing with
the mental illness of a family mem-
ber. We have found that support
and education invaluable.

[ believe the National Alliance is
also involved in supporting the re-
search of Drs. Coon and Taylor men-
tioned in your August column,
Thank you for your continuing ef-
forts to inform Masons and their
families of the important work being
done regarding mental illness.

Elgine D. Miles
Williston, Vermont
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Footnotes"

ﬂltl"la.g as a symbol, Inserted in
this issue is an announcement that
Scottish Rite is willing to stand up
and be counted with our participa-
tion in the Citizens Flag Alliance.
The purpose of the Alliance is to
support a Constitutional amend-
ment to protect the United States
flag from willful desecration.

A similar amendment received a
majority vote in the US. Senate but
failed to gain the necessary two-
thirds. The proposed amendment
would give back to the states the
right they once had to pass laws to
protect the flag.

In this instance, the definitions
of “desecration” and “flag" are im-
portant. The Alliance defines “dese-
cration” as the intentional physical
act of burning, mutilating, tearing
or trampling the U.5. flag.

For the use of the word “flag,”
the Alliance refers to the 1978 book,
Flags of the World. Photos, drawings
or other likenesses should not con-
stitute flag desecration. Merely in-
corporating the colors and elements
of the flag into designs is not dese-
cration. Americans demonstrate love
of their country and the flag when
they include red, white and blue
designs in decorations and clothing.

To show your support, use the
insert enclosed in this issue,

*Ahant our next issue. With

this issue we complete 25 years of
publication of The Northern Light.
We are now preparing for our 25th
anniversary edition in February and
would like your input. What Scot-
tish Rite Mason has made the great-
est contribution to Freemasonry
during the past 25 years? Your
nominee must be a member of the
Morthern Masonic Jurisdiction. We
will take a look at the names rec-
ommended by our readers and
caome up with a list of the top 25.
Please submit your suggestions by
Dec. 15.

*Mm fraternal floats. Our re-
ference in the last issue to recent
Masonic floats prompted a note
from . William R. Miller, 33,
S.G.LG. in the state of Washington.
The Grand Lodge of Washington
created a float in 1989 to provide a
Masonic presence around that state
during centennial celebrations. It
was a large-scale cooperative effort
of the several appendant and con-
cordant bodies. Says Ill. Brother
Miller, “The float was successful be-
yond anyone’s dreams.”

The effort was so successful that
a new float has been created each
year. The Washington float also has
appeared in parades in neighboring
British Columbia and Oregon.

Says Brother Miller, “Cne of our
"lessons learned” was to provide TV
parade announcers with a good,
brief script about Freemasonry.”

*F!nﬂda sojourners. Once again
we call attention of 33° members
traveling to Florida that there are
several NM] 33° groups meeting
during the winter months.

For those in the Tampa Bay and
Central Florida area, there are
monthly luncheon meetings held on
the first Tuesday of each month
from November to April. This
year's luncheons will be at a differ-
ent location: Banquet Masters, 8100
Park Blvd. North, Seminole. For re-
servations and information contact
1. Stanley E. Moulton, 33°, at
813-382-3669 or drop him a note at
2117 Jacaranda Way, Sebring, FL
33872,

Another 33° group in the South
West Florida area also holds lun-
cheon meetings from November to
April at Bonita Springs. For further
information, contact Ill. Harlan Hat-
field, 33°, at 813-722-1165 or write
to him at 1209 SE 23rd Ave., Cape
Coral, FL 33990, Ladies are invited
to the luncheon meetings at both
groups.

*l‘..-t|:|-|:k-ll.‘l.ti.',ll+ If imitation is the

greatest form of flattery, then Stan
Laurel and Oliver Hardy would be
overwhelmed with the renewed inter-
est in the characters they created.
Two members of the Scottish Rite
Valley of Canton, Ohio, have found
that their look-alike act has attracted
much attention.

Dennis Moriarty of Findlay, Ohio,
and his entertainer partner Dale
Walter, Sr., of Canton, served as pa-
rade marshals on Oct. 1 for the sixth
annual Oliver Hardy Festival at
Hardy's birthplace in Harlem, Geor-

1d.
5 In July the two entertainers were in
costume for three days at the interna-
tional convention of the Sons of the
Desert, the international Laurel and
Hardy Society. The convention, held
at Tarrytown, N.Y., attracted avid
Laurel and Hardy fans from around
the world.

Moriarty and Walter give credit for
their impersonation to their technical
directors, Larry Bell and Bonny Reed,
also of Canton. The two comics also
entertain as white-face clowns, Pogo
and Sparkie.

Incidentally, Brother Hardy was a
member of Solomon Lodge No. 20,
Jacksonville, Florida. A story by
Glenn Laxton appeared in the June
1980 issue of The Northern Light,

1 = L
RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33*
Editor
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1995 SCOTTISH RITE ADVENTURES!

DELTA QUEEN STEAMBOATIN’

aboard the
Mississippi Queen
JAN. 30 - FEB. 3
Recapture the Old South with the
“BIG BANDS"". . .
Glen Miller / Russ Morgan / Ink Spots

o $895 plus qir

(Call for low alr prices to New Orleans)

ROMAN HOUDAY

Here's your chance to visit the
“Eternal City"

Package Includes: * Round-frip air from [T

Boston = Hotel accommodations :

* Sightseeing * Continental breakfasts
MARCH 4-10, 1995

$89Q perperc

bosed on double occcupancy

PRINCESS “LOVEBOAT” CRUISES

EASTERN CARIBBEAN

JAN. 28 - FEB. 4, 1995
Crown Princess

Ports of Call; = 5t. Maarten = 5t. Thomas
* Princess Cays

$1299 Cutside Cabin / Including Alr

PANAMA CANAL

APRIL 29 - MAY 10, 1995
Regal Princess
* Ft. Lauderdale = Princess Cays
* Montego Bay *Carfagena = Transit
Canal * Costa Rica » Acapulco

From $2499 Including Adr

619 X0 "(rd

TONNOD ANTHANS

ELTED VI ‘umiupcay

admsod ‘S
210 Jgoaduny]

[rouno) awaidng
aivd

From Hong Kong fo Bangkok on the Island Princess

W * Vietnam « Singopore * Malaysia
From $4299 includes air

PRINCESS CRUISES
EXOTIC ADVENTURE

ORIENT / ASIA
APRIL 8-22, 1995

Ports of Call: » Canton * Manila » Bomeo = Brunei

All prices are per person, based on double occupancy.

For information, please return this coupon to: The Supreme Council, P.O.
Box 519, Lexington, MA 02173. For further information, please call Gar-
den City Travel at 1-800-322-7447 or in Boston at 617-969-2323.

Please send me brochures on the following trip(s):

O Mississippi Queen O Roman Holiday
O Eastern Caribbean 0O Panama Canal
O Orient / Asia

Name:

Street:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone:






