








VIEWS

FROM THE

PAST

One at

When we reflect on our experi-
ences in Freemasonry, we realize
that each Freemason could, in his
own way, contribute so much to the
welfare of mankind and the frater-
nity if he would put into practice
the lessons which he learned within
his own lodge.

In our lodges, we accept wor-
thy men to become members, initi-
ate them “one at a time,” and teach
them the great moral lessons of our
fraternity. We can have only one
Master at a time.

How often we hear it said,
“"What can I, one person, do? How
can my effort help or hurt?”

Remember, that in building

Quotations selected

[from the past

may not necessarily
represent
today's viewpoint

a Time

with brick or stone, each stone must
be placed by one man — and one at
a time; thus, the structure grows.

We should resolve to attend our
blue lodge as often as we can, for
each man gives great encourage-
ment to the new candidate. As each
member contributes, by attendance
at his lodge or other body of
Freemasonry, he is giving the oppor-
tunity for enthusiasm and growth of
the organization for the future.

Let us rededicate ourselves to
the practice of our Freemasonry not
only in the lodge room but also in
our everyday endeavors — whether
at work, in church, or in school.

—September 1976

It’s What We DoThat Counts

Henry Ford always seemed to
have the right words for almost any
occasion. One of his comments seems
most appropriate for all of us as
Freemasons. “You can't build a repu-
tation on what you're going to do,”
said Henry Ford.

In the same way, you can't live
forever off what you have done in the
past.

Meither talking about Freemason-
ry's glorious past nor wishful thinking
about the future are good enough to
guarantee greatness for our fraternity
in the years ahead.

In the final analysis, we must face
up to the unavoidable truth that it is
what we do that counts.

— September 1985

Our Work Is Our Message

Not every operative stone mason
worked on the great Gothic cathe-
drals. No less important were the sim-
pler buildings which served the needs
of growing communities. Whatever
the task, it was the quality of work-
manship that counted.

The same is true today. How we
build is far more important than the
size of the building.

“Show us how you build.” This is
the message of the stone masons of
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old. And it is their abiding legacy to
all Freemasons. “Show us how you
build” is the heart of our Masonic phi-
losophy because the words are a con-
stant reminder that this is how we are
to gauge our lives,

The quality of our work and the
extent of our personal dedication to
the task of constant self-improvement
is the measure of what it means to be
a Mason.

— November 1980

Is It Time to Rest?

Not long ago, | was talking with
several members in one of our Val-
leys. They were recounting their
years of service to our fraternity.
Finally, one of them said, “I think it is
time to let someone else take over. I'd
like to have a little rest.”

We all understand the feelings of
our brother. After putting in time and
effort over the years, it seems only
right to take it easy for awhile,

Unfortunately, that is one of the
problems with the world today. Too
many of us have come to the conclu-
sion that other people should do
what needs to be dene.

As human beings, we are built in
such a way that there is no stopping-
point for any of us. We fulfill our des-
tiny by always pressing forward.
When we reach the top of one moun-
tain, we discover there are higher
peaks to climb.

“Sad is the day for any man
when he becomes absolutely satisfied
with the life he is living, the thoughts
he is thinking and the deeds he is
doing. When there ceases to be for-
ever beating at the door of his soul a
desire to do something larger, which
he feels and knows he was meant
and intended to do.”

These penetrating words by the
Reverend Dr. Phillips Brooks express
the meaning and message of Freema-
sonry. The desire to improve oneself
and to make our communities better
places to live comes from our great
Masonic heritage.

Carrying a Masonic membership
card is not enough. The future of the
world depends upon our taking seri-
ously the teachings of the craft.

Being a Mason means we can
never be satisfied with where we are
at the present moment. You and 1, as
Masons, have made a lifelong com-
mitment to the improvement of our-
selves and the world.

— January 1979

Selections for this issue are
excerpts from the late Ill. Stan-
ley F. Maxwell, 33°, written for
The Northern Light during his
term as Sovereign Grand Com-
mander,




The Hour Is Always Now

How often we say that “Tomor-
row we will do thus and so,” and
when tomorrow comes, it is suddenly
“today.” Unfortunately, many of our
best resolves go by the board
because we do not recognize the
opportunity of today.

A great British physician once
said that a nation's greatest asset is
character — not health. Masonry has
offered for more than two and a half
centuries the opportunity to add to
one's character building and an
opportunity for spiritual freedom for
every man who will knock at its
doors.

Finding The Key to Life I

In Lewis Carroll's Alice in
Wonderland, there is a fascinat-
ing little character, a padlock,
who runs about on thin, spi-
dery legs. He rushes up to
everyone he meets and says,
“I am looking for the key to
unlock me.”

Finding the key to life is
the meaning and message of
Freemasonry. That is why our
great fraternal order is as
important today as at any
time in history.

There are millions of men
who are looking for the key to
life. Concerned with making
their lives more meaningful,
they could find the right key
in Freemasonry — if they had
the opportunity.

That is where you and |
come in. How often do we
talk about Masonry? How
many of our friends and asso-
ciates know that we are mem-
bers of the craft?

I have never met a Mason
who was not proud of being a
member. Yet, what is of
greater importance is the shar-
ing of our Masonic light.

It is the task of each of us
to listen more carefully to
those we come in contact with
each day. Perhaps there are
some who are saying to us, ”1
am looking for the key.”

— June 1981

Of great importance to the wel-
fare of the Order is the attitude of
each one of us toward our lodge and
the Rite. Our strength depends on the
enthusiasm and the loyalty which we
demonstrate through our practice of
the great tenets of our institution,

When we petitioned for member-
ship, we expressed a desire to be ser-
viceable to mankind. As we endeavor
to fulfill that desire, the influence on
our own life and the life of the com-
munity will be shown.

The Hour is Now when we
should, through our own actions,
demonstrate to the world at large the
influence that Masonry has had on
our lives, This influence can best be
shown by our attitudes toward our
fellowman and our interests in his
welfare. By grasping the opportuni-
ties of the present we can preserve
the future of Freemasonry,

— April 1977

Our Leadership Task

Have you ever thought of your-
self as a leader? Why is it that we
look to others for leadership?

The decline of leadership in our
communities, organizations, and
country is not just due to changing
times. The absence of strong leaders
has its roots in each of us.

Perhaps it is time to set the
record straight: leadership does not
come from others. It starts with us!

The so-called “great leaders”
emerge from the life of a people. At
whatever level, our leaders are a
reflection of ourselves.

As Scottish Rite Masons, each of
us has a leadership responsibility to
Freemasonry.

Here is something to think about
for a moment. Ask yourself this ques-
tion: “What have [ done this past year
to show that Freemasonry makes a
difference in my life?”

Mow is the time for each of us to
get busy — developing leadership in
our own lives. the results will be sur-
prising. We will begin to see leaders
starting to emerge all around us.

— Janmuary 1981

‘Quick Quotes’

We must always change, renew,
rejuvenate ourselves; otherwise we
harden.

—Goethe

You may get to the foot of the moun-
tain by thinking, but you don’t get to
the top without faith.

—Anon.

You can build a throne with bayo-
nets, but you can't sit on it for long,
—Boris Yeltsin

Take a little time every day to notice
the contents of your mind. This act
of noticing, although very simple, is
one of the most powerful steps to
bringing about change. What you
don't see, you cannot change.
—Deepak Chopra

When everything seems to be going
against you, remember that the air-
plane takes off against the wind, not
with it.

—Henry Ford

Commit yourself to a dream. Nobody
who tries to do something great but
fails is a total failure. Why? Because
he can always rest assured that he
succeeded in life’s most important
battle. He defeated the fear of trying.
—Robert H. Schuller

Learning without thought is labor
lost. Thought without learning is
perilous.

—Confucius

It is not so much our friends’ help

that helps us as the confident knowl-

edge that they will help us.
—Epicuriis

The average person thinks he isn't.
—Fr. Larry Lorenzoni

Mever mistake motion for action.
—Ernest Heminguway

Perfectionism is the enemy of cre-
ation, as extreme self-solitude is the
enemy of well-being,
—Jobin Updike
You may be disappointed if you fail,
but you are doomed if you don't try.
Beverly Sills
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M Kids need personal
finance training

Most high school seniors lack basic

personal finance knowledge that they

will need to manage their lives, a

recent survey suggests.

Some 1,500 seniors took the multi-
ple-choice test on common financial
matters. Their average score was only
57%, a failing grade.

Young people should be learning
about finance from their parents, but

many parents set poor examples. The
Federal Reserve Board is joining -
financial industry representatives to
encourage schools to teach personal
finance as a life skill along with read-
ing and math.

B Empty-nesters
move to cities

Realtors in New York, Chicago, and
Boston are seeing more buyers over
age 50. New York's Corcoran Group
says retirees accounted for 9% of first
quarter sales, up from about 5% a
year earlier. A growing number of
people are selling their homes in the
suburbs and moving to the cities to
take advantage of cultural opportuni-
ties.

A Boston realty firm reports that
30% of its buyers are empty-nesters.
Boston helps the trend with an ad
campaign about the joys of urban life.

B Homework routine
working?

The early years are the best time for

establishing study habits, say child

psychiatrists at Baylor College of

e

“1d like you to meet little Dotcom,
Dotnet and Dotorg.”
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Medicine. Teaching by example is
effective. At homework time, sit near-
by with some work of your own, but
remember that a child's attention
span is shorter. A child will need
short breaks more frequently.

Some kids need a play period
before settling down. Experiment to
find what works best for each indi-
vidual child.

M Talkin’ turkey safety

To assure that you and your Thanks-
giving guests have a safe turkey din-
ner, remember these words from the
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture:

1. Thaw a frozen turkey in the
refrigerator or the microwave. Never
defrost on the counter.

2. Cook at 325° or warmer for the
recommended period of time, never
at a lower temperature. The bird and
stuffing can remain in the danger
zone for too long at any lower tem-
perature,

3. Wash your hands in hot soapy
water before and after handling food.

4. Wash utensils and cutting
boards in hot soapy water.

5. Use one cutting board and knife
for raw meat, another for other food.

6. Refrigerate leftovers right away.

M Fancy technology

may hit your ATM
Fact is about to imitate fiction as your
neighborhood ATM evolves into a
palm reader that can't tell your for-
tune but can tell your identity.

Banks are moving to “biometric
identity” devices as a substitute for
bank cards and personal identifica-
tion numbers.

Technology that scans your iris or
reads your palm print is now avail-
able and less expensive. At the same
time, security concerns about lost

cards and stolen PIN numbers make
the biometric solution attractive.

About $25 million in biometric
identity devices are expected to be
sold this year, up 45% from 1996,
according to Personal Identification
News. That is expected to double by
1999.

B Retirement planning

Don't get caught short: Set a budget
now. Many people who think they are
to retire never actually sit

down and develop a budget for their
retirement income. More importantly,
they don’t have a budget that allows
them to save more toward their goal,
say planners writing in New Choices.

Creating a budget is always valu-
able. It shows some people how they
can make early retirement work and
convinces others to collect a paycheck
for a few more years.

B How to be a
welcomed houseguest

Holiday trips are coming soon. When
you are invited to stay with family or
friends, here are some things to con-
sider.

1. Look hard at your family before
you decide to stay. Forget it if the
hosts are house-proud, and you have
marauding kids. Stay at a hotel, or
stay home.

2. Even with grandparents,
rehearse their behavior with children.
Tell the children they need to keep
the noise level down, especially dur-
ing dinner. If a relative is cranky, let
the kids know that’s the way grandpa
is, and it's not their fault.

3. Check the house to ensure that
medications and cleaning supplies are
out of kids’ reach. See that knick-
knacks and guns are put away.

4. Go home soon, especially if
there are make-shift sleeping arrange-
ments.

5. Entertain yourselves rather than
expecting hosts to arrange every-
thing, and have escape hatches. Give
all a break by saying up front that
you will be visiting the museum. Or
get a baby sitter, and take the adults
out for dinner.

6. Help with the housework.

7. Be prepared to reciprocate when
your hosts want to visit you.



Child ID Program Is a Hit

New York lodges work with local sheriff

As a parl of the Scottish Rite Masonic Family Life Program, many Valleys
throughout the jurisdiction have successiully used the Family Life Child ID
Kits to conduct child safety days. The Valley of Springfield, Ill., took the pro-
gram to a new level by establishing a presence in a shopping mall. The success
of this program led Sam’s Club representatives to invite the Valley to put on a
Safety Day at their store. The Valley created its own ID kit and ran a special
seminar to teach volunteers about fingerprinting. Here is a story ahout a
Masonic district in New York that made a Child ID program available through

the school system.

A child abduction and murder in
New York's Monroe County raised
concerns at a Masonic meeting in the
Livingston district. One member, who
is an investigator with the Livingston
County Sheriff's Department, suggest-
ed that the Masons in the area provide
a service for parents to maintain a
child ID kit.

It didn't take long for Ray Ellis'
suggestion to become a reality. Sheriff
John York liked the idea, and the
Masons in the district joined forces
with the Livingston County Sheriff's
Department to develop a program.

With the support of law enforce-
ment officials and full cooperation of
school administrators in the county,
Brothers Ray Ellis and Gene Flint took
a cadre of Masonic volunteers into the
schools to begin the process of finger-
printing. By the end of the current
school year, they will have fingerprint-
ed more than 10,000 children.

Through Masonic donations, a
small booklet was prepared for the
“Kid 1D Kit." The kit includes space
for fingerprints and palm prints. There
is also a page to provide background
information of the child and another
page for a photo. The photo is updated
each year by the parent as the child

WS,
The kit is placed in a zip lock
freezer bag, and the parent is advised

to put the bag in the freezer. In that
way, all law enforcement offices in the
county know where to locate the kit in
case of emergency.

The newest kits now contain a
small styrene bite plate. The child is
instructed to bite down once on the
bite plate to leave a dental impression.
The plate is then stapled to the cover
of the booklet.

This program is also one of the
first to include in the kit a DNA sam-
ple, which involves the use of a swab
stick to obtain saliva from the mouth
or a used bandaid from a scrape or cut,

This is another reason for placing the
kit in the freezer.

School administrators were ap-
proached by the sheriff's department,
and letters were sent to the parents
advising them of the program.

Anyone not wishing to have a
child participate in the program was
given an opportunity to withhold per-
mission,

School officials praised the way in
which the Masons and the sheriff's
office handled the program. One prin-
cipal commented, "l was amazed at
the ease of carrying out this project in
our school. As a busy principal, |
appreciate the fact that it required lit-
tle from me and my office staff. The
classes moved through the stations
quickly. The volunteers from the
Masonic lodge were friendly and put
the children at ease.”

Another wrote, “The whole
process was a ‘win-win’ situation that
generated a lot of positive public rela-
tions for the sheriff's department, the
Masons and the school.” L 2

Brother Gary Miller, Deputy Sheriff of Livingston County, prepares to finger-
print a child with the assistance of Brother Gene Flint, a Masonic volunteer,
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Our

‘Readers
‘Respond

Rufus Putnam

As a stamp collector, 1 have long been
attracted to Robert Domingue’s
“Stamp Act” column in The Northern
Light. Yet the August 1997 issue con-
fused me.

By picturing Indochina Scott #200
stamp, are you indicating that Gover-
nor-General Paul Doumer was also a
Brother Mason, or were you merely
trying to find out how closely readers
follow your text? Agreed, it's a far
more attractive design than the 1937
U.S. Northwest Ordinance stamp that
shows General Rufus Putnam.

Uncritically, believe me — I enjoy
your work and appreciate the labor
involved. Please continue!

From editorial experience, | know
that it's bad enough having an error
called to one's attention. It's worse
when nobody notices.

Richard B. Tobias, 32°
South Williamsport, PA

Editor's note: Fortunately you were not
the only one to respond to the Rufus
Putnam faux pas, so someone else
must be reading, too. The error
occurred in the editorial office. Brother
Domingue submitted both stamps as
well as a description of each. Due to
space limitation, the story of Paul
Doumer was cut, yet the Doumer
stamp was inadvertently picked up

instead of the Putnam stamp. Here is
Brother Domingue's account of
Doumer:

“Born in 1857, the son of an Auver-
nat ditch digger, Paul Doumer studied
under extreme hardships to become a
barrister and magistrate, first working
in Indochina and then Algeria. In 1893,
he was elected deputy in the chamber
for Nimes and four years later unsuc-
cessfully tried to introduce a personal
income tax. He served as governor
general of Indochina from 1897-1902.
Returning to France he filled several
posts until being elected President in
1931. He was assassinated the follow-
ing year. Stamps of Indochina released
in 1938 for the 35th anniversary of the
Trans-Indochina Railway feature
Brother Doumer.

“Initiated in 1879 in the Lodge
L'Union Fraternelle, he later became a
member of several lodges. He was
Master of Voltaire Lodge.”

Here is the Rufus Putnam stamp
that did not make the August issue.

Seeing ‘The Real McCoy’

I want to comment on the article about
Clyde McCoy (“The Real McCoy,"”
Aug. 97). Years ago when my wife and
I were on our honeymoon, we spent
part of it in Lehigh Acres, Florida. The
Matador Room was an excellent din-
ing facility, and it also had a dance
floor with a superior band — Clyde
MeCoy and his orchestra. Dancing to
the tunes played by his band was an
experience my wife and [ will always
remember.

I was a high-schooler living in
Chicago when he opened at the then
new Terrace Room at the Drake Hotel.
[ was among those who were identi-
fied with attending the opening gig of
McCoy. 1 always associate him with
Guy Lombardo, Jan Garber, and other
famous musicians of the Big Band era,
so | was particularly interested to read
that Mr. McCoy was a member of the
fraternity. [ admired his talent very
much.

Jack E. Horsley, 32°
Mattoon, IL

Message still strong

The Grand Commander’s message in
the August 1995 issue really hit me
when it first came out. | have kept that
issue and I am still moved by his words:
“, .. we have never viewed ourselves as
the ones who were out of step.”

The vounger half of us need to
understand that there is nothing fun-
damentally wrong with Freemasonry.
America is struggling to recover from
a long illness. Freemasonry teaches
what America needs — tolerance in
place of divisiveness, individual
responsibility in place of irrr::-ipnm;ible
“in-your-face” rights, and that good
men can work together, without neces-
sarily agreeing on points of doctrine,
for the common good and improve
themselves in the process.

New members must shoulder lead-
ership responsibility. Somehow they
must be taught that the practice of
Freemasonry ranks up there with soc-
cer for six-year-olds. They need to
understand that working to make
America work right again will benefit
their kids more than some of today's
activities, We must teach them what
Freemasons could do, if only they will
lift their hands to do it
Edward P. Priebe, 32°
North East, PA

HEERA W™

26 THE NORTHERN LIGHT / NOVEMBER 1997

HOWD ™A 8'POSE WE CAN
GITAWARMER FEELIN' J \
TWEEN TH' MEM'ERS ‘N SIMPLE/

By WALLY MILLER

TURN TH' HEAT
UP'N TH' LODGE




F ocootnotes

Area code changed. Just a reminder
for those who call either the Supreme
Council headquarters or the Scottish
Rite Masonic Museum of Qur Nation-
al Heritage in Lexington, MA, the
area code has been changed from
(617) to (781).

*rls the web spins. The Supreme
Council's web page is undergoing an
update and revision, thanks to Roger
Pageau, 32°, who has volunteered to
keep it current. Check it out. Here's
the address:

“http:/ /world.std.com/~sysmgr”

Masonic mouse pad, Looking for a
special gift for a computer enthusiast?
The Livingston Masonic Library at
the Grand Lodge of New York is
offering computer mouse pads orna-
mented with an 18th-century Masonic
engraving. The artwork is one of
many historic engravings in the
library’s collections. The image is
reproduced in slate-blue ink on a
high-quality white pad measuring
71/2"by 73/4".

Pads are available for $7 each,
Include $2 shipping and handling
with each order. New York residents
should add sales tax. Send a check
payable to Livingston Masonic
Library and mail it to 71 West 23rd
5t., New York, NY 10010-4171,

*

L@gy on

WHEELS

Masonry on wheels. Once again
the Grand Lodge of California is
spearheading a float to be entered in
the New Year’s Day Tournament of
Roses parade. Stanley Channon,
chairman of the Masonic float com-
mittee, reports that the fraternity’s
Humpty Dumpty float was so popu-
lar two years ago that the committee
decided to call on Mother Goose once
more with an entry depicting “The
Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe.”

The design by Phoenix Decorating
Co. depicts a fantasy in which the old
woman has the shoe converted to a
roller blade-powered home so that all
the children could have fun together
instead of “whipping them all sound-
ly and putting them to bed,” as the
nursery rhyme dictated.

The old woman in the nursery
thyme had so many children she
didn’t know what to do, but the
Family of Freemasonry has an
answer: “Treat them with love and
care,” says Brother Channon.

Look for plenty of animation on
this float as the speeding shoe house
comes to a screeching halt to avoid
hitting a skunk and the shoe tilts
upward keeping the front wheels
spinning. As required by the Tourna-
ment of Roses, the entire float must
be covered with flowers and plant
materials.

Masons throughout the world

have contributed to the cost of spon-
soring the float. You may do so by
sending a donation to Robert C. Coe,
treasurer, Family of Freemasonry
float, PO. Box 661567, Arcadia, CA
91066-1567.

*Flaridn—bmmd. All 337 snow birds
off to Florida are reminded of the
winter luncheon meetings in several
areas of the state for NM] 33° mem-
bers. For those in the Tampa area,
| contact Stanley E. Moulton, 337, (941-
381-3669) for further information. For
those near Cape Coral, contact Harlan
E. Hatfield, 33° (941-772-1165).

w 1998 Calendar. The 1998 “Timeless

| Brotherhood” calendar is in the mail

| to all Scottish Rite members of the

i Northern Jurisdiction. The new edi-
tion features original artwork by

| Doron Ben-Ami highlighting the

I

accomplishments of well-known
Masons,
Although not obligated to do so,
| recipients are encouraged to make a
| donation to the 32° Masonic Chil-
dren’s Learning Centers.

| *an:'ry rennion. As a follow-up to

| our request in February, we continue
to hear of family members joining
Scottish Rite at the same time, Here's
one from the 1994 fall class at Madi-
son, Wisconsin: Albert Huber; his
three sons, Mike, Gary, and Brian; his
son-in-law, Brian Duoss; his three
brothers, Duane, Leroy, and Chet, his
brother-in-law, Ken Stage, and two
nephews, Paul Huber and John Bauer.
One additional
note is that they
all beleng to the
same lodge in
Milton, WL If
you can beat

| that, we'll print

| it.

RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33°
Editor
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an Wiemoriam

ILL. STANLEY F. MAXWELL, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander — 1975-1985






