








VIEWS

FROM THE

PAST

Quotations selected
from the past

may not necessarily
represent

today's viewpoint

A Helping Hand

Masonry has a peculiar stake in
solving the problems of the coming
decades. To a degree unmatched by
any other society, its philosophy is
gcared to embrace all humanity. Its
code is universal. Its standard of
morality applies equally to the indi-
vidual and to the organized society
we know as government.

Masonry claims no monopoly on
virtue. But it contends that the leaven-
ing influence of the Order can visual-
ize the ultimate utopia of a universal
religion which will embrace all creeds;
a universal government of justice to
humanity and a universal knowledge
that will cast out war, crime and dis-

ease as incompatible with truth and
happiness.

The fraternity already is providing
material aid and counsel to Brethren
of the Old World. It is extending a
helping hand to the Order struggling
to emerge from the chaos of war and
the oppression of those tyrants who
would crush the freedom of individ-
ual conscience, which is the corner-
stone of Masonic doctrine,

[t thus becomes Masonry's respon-
sibility to play its part in rehabilitating
a torn world.

—F. Elmer Raschig, 33°, The Indiana
Freemason, September 1945

Charity Suffereth Not

One day the priest of Pat’s Parish
encountered him on the street. The
priest berated Pat for not attending
Mass, but Pat told him that he was out
of work and his clothing hardly fit for
use, and that he could use 580 to make
himself presentable to look for new
work.

The priest told Pat that he couldn’t
help him financially, but for Pat to
have hope and pray.

Pat wrote a letter, addressed to God,
telling Him of his straits, and dropped
it in the nearest mailbox.

The mail clerk found it while sort-
ing, and placed the letter on the post-
master’s desk.

The postmaster who was a Mason
took the letter to lodge, where the
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matter was discussed, but since Pat
was not a Mason they could not use
any of the Lodge funds,

However, they took up a collection,
amounting to $50, and mailed it to Pat
in an envelope bearing the lodge re-
turn address.

Shortly after that the priest and Pat
met once again.

Pat had purchased new clothes with
the money, and looked quite spruce.
Pat told the priest that his prayer had
been answered, but that he hoped
God wouldn't use the Masons again,
as they had kept nearly half of the
money needed!

—From Tied to Masonic Apron Strings,
by Stewart M.L. Pollard, 33°, 1969
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. The
Bigger Mason

Neither a splendid physique, nor
great learning, nor a big fortune
counts for Masonic largeness, but
magnanimity certainly does.
Greamess of mind and elevation or
dignity of soul and large-hearted-
ness spell magnanimity. And truly
“large” is the Mason, who per-
chanee is of slight body and of slim
purse and who maybe knows no
Latin and less Greek and still less
the long line of “ologies,” but who
is fortunate enough to be instinc-
tively magnanimous and distinc-
tively versed in the art of large-
heartedness.

Masonry, in its true meaning, is
operative and active and not
merely passive, philosophic, mys-
tic or dryly speculative. With its
foundation upon ethical specula-
tion and moral philosophy, it finds
its highest expression in the culti-
vation of personal righteousness
and in the exercise of altruistic
deeds of public service.

And the truly ambitious and se-
rious and dead-in-earnest Mason
has a wide field to exercise the
tenets of his profession, entitling
him to attach the adjective “larger”
to his name. God be thanked that
the dead have left still good un-
done for the living to do—still
some aid for the heart and the will
and the soul of a Mason.

—Haig Adadourian, The New

England Craftsman, March 1915

“Remember your lodge

meeling tonight.” |




The Mason's Buggy Whip Com-
pany was a proud old company oper-
ating in the 19th century, manufactur-
ing the finest buggy whip in the coun-
try, perhaps the world. The company
was founded in the 1700s in England
and brought over to the colonies by
the family who settled in various
parts of the new country. Following
the Revolutionary War, the company
expanded greatly and added many
new customers.

In 1857, Hiram Mason, the owner,
died and left the company to his two
sons, Hiram Jr. and Sol. Hiram Jr. was
a conservative man dedicated to fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps and
insuring that a quality buggy whip
would be offered to the public.
Younger brother Sol was not as bound
up by tradition, despite respecting his
heritage. He was looking for new de-
signs and a new customer base.

The Civil War came and went, and
the public had less and less use for the
buggy whip. Steam engines became
more fashionable. People took the
new steam trains on trips rather than
taking their own buggy.

Sol sat down his older brother and
showed him the books. If they kept
making buggy whips, the company
would go broke and the dedicated
employees would have no place to
work. Sol convinced Hiram Jr. that the
quality workmanship, image and rep-
utation could be maintained, but the
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company would have to change direc-
tion if it was going to survive.

With his brother’s blessing, Sol took
to the roads. He talked to anybody
who would listen about his company
and its quality products. Sol ex-
plained to potential clients that the
company used only top grain leather.
He told them about the experienced
employees who took great pride in
their fine workmanship.

Finally, Sol entered a manufactur-
ing area he never thought possible—
the manufacture of horseless car-
riages. After talking about his com-
pany’s quality product, he realized
something incredible. The Mason's
Buggy Whip Company could not only
survive, in fact it could thrive. He
convinced the manufacturer that
Mason's could produce top-notch
leather goods.

Suddenly he had orders handed to
him for leather upholstery, bench
seating and furniture. The company
kept all its employees and even added
more. The tradition and quality of its
products stayed the same and its rep-
utation spread. Hiram Jr. and Sol kept
the company and improved the prod-
uct—the same quality, the same tradi-
tion,

Masonry—a quality product that
needs adjusting for today’s market!

—Willian J. Mollere, 33°, Louisiang
Scottish Rite Trestleboard, March 2000

-

Freemasonry is an attempt to or-
ganize harmony, and therefore it is
essential that all its arrangements
for the promotion of concord
should be of the most perfect char-
acter and most delicately adjusted.
Whatever tends in the least degree
to produce disagreement and dis-
cord, to cause a jarring and clashing
among the elements composing the
society, or any of its branches, must
have a tendency to defeat the pur-
poses of the Institution, must in it-
self be destructive of the spirit of
Masonry, and must be something
foreign to that spirit, something not

e

In Support of Harmony

=

to be cultivated, but toe be avoided
by Masons.

Masons are supposed by the pro-
fane to be religiously devoted to the
maintenance among themselves of
harmonic principles, and this sup-
position is based upon the profes-
sions which Masons and Masonic
writers and advocates have ever
made to the world. The supposition
is well-grounded, and the profes-
sion does not exaggerate the inten-
tion of all true Masons.

—editorial, The Masonic Monthly,

February 1867
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Quick Quotes
\\k

The final frontier may be human rela-
tionships, one person to another.
Buzz Aldrin

Fear can keep us up all night, but
faith makes one fine pillow.
Philip Gulley

Appreciation can make a day - even

change a life. Your willingness to put

itinto words is all that is necessary.
Margaret Cousins

Itis not what we take up, but what
we give up, that makes us rich.
Henry Ward Beecher

Fear is that little darkroom where
negatives are developed.
Michael Pritchard

Himself is the source of the best and
most a man can be or achieve. The
more this is so - the more a man finds
his sources of pleasure in himself -
the happier he will be. For all other
sources of happiness are in their na-
ture most uncertain.

Arthur Schopenduuer

Knowing others is intelligence; know-
ing yourself is true wisdom. Master-
ing others is strength; mastering
yourself is true power. If you realize
that you have enough, you are truly
rich.

Tav Te Ching

The gift of happiness belongs to those
who unwrap it.
Andrew Dunbar

The outer limit of your potential is de-
termined solely by your own beliefs
and your own confidence in what you
think is possible.

Brian Tracy

All our words are but crumbs that fall

down from the feast of the mind.
Kahlil Gibran
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=l Grasscycling: Good

for the earth and grass

Americans have reduced the amount
of yard waste they generate by about
30 percent over the last decade. A
large part of that success is from
grasscycling, leaving grass clippings
on the lawn instead of bagging them
and sending them to the landfill.

You can start grasscycling simply by
allowing the clippings to drop onto
the lawn instead of bagging them.

Mulching blades are available for
Many Mowers, or you can just remove
the bag attachment from your regular
mower. (Be sure to put the chute cover
over the bagger hole.)

Clippings are mostly made of water
and nitrogen. They're good
for the lawn, acting as fertil-
izer and as a
mulch that
reduces
evaporation
and lowers
the soil tem-
perature.

= No need for a travel

agent, hire your child

Children ages 8 to 20 appear to have
replaced their parents as vacation
planners, according to New York Uni-
versity Center for Hospitality,
Tourism and Travel Administration.
Kids use TV and the internet to map
ot the destinations.

For generation Y, vacations are
viewed as a right, not a privilege. The
travel industry is beginning to recog-
nize that kids as consumers are be-
coming as important as their parents
and maybe more so,

= Recommended:
Siblings sharing
bedrooms

Having a bedroom for each child has
long been the goal of most parents.
But psychologists say sibling bed-
room-sharing is a better idea.
Patricia Dalton, a psychologist in
Washington, DC, agrees, Dr. Dalton
told Ladies Home Journal, “You are
more apt to raise a child who gets
along with people and knows how to
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work out difficulties.”

When setting up a shared bedroom,
develop ground rules, including the
time TV goes off, and find ways to
allow each child some privacy.

= Smart smoke alarms

know the difference

The National Fire Protection Associa-
tion says that 26 percent of us discon-
nect the smoke alarm battery to si-
lence a false alarm. Overall, 20 percent
of homes don’t have a smoke alarm
that works because the battery

is dead or it has been purposely dis-
abled.

The First Alert SA302 smoke alarm
can help. Its microprocessor can tell
the difference between house-fire
smoke and smoke from cooking,

The units cost about $30 and are
widely available.

“Sarry, dear, bul upon advice from
my Workplace Safely Marshal, |
decline to try vour Creamed
Tarragon Flounder.”

=l Bird watching is fun
for everyone

Birding has become the fastest-grow-
ing outdoor activity in the US. The
Agriculture department's forest serv-
ice says 71 million people watched
birds in 2000, which is 50 million more
than in 1982.

It makes sense. Birds are beautiful
creatures that have fascinated people
for thousands of years. Watchers can
be any age or physical condition, and
it doesn't cost much to get started.
You can watch birds in your back
patio or go to the rugged mountains.

Call the
National
Audubon
Society to
ask about
bird walks
and clubs for
beginners.
On any bird
walk, keep
your voice
low, and let experienced birders take
the lead.

=d Cost of child care rises

Child-care prices rose an average of
6.4 percent last year, more than hwice
the consumer-price inflation rate, ac-
cording to Runzheimer International.
The quality of care also rose. Parents
demanded and were willing to pay for
high quality care, especially for very
voung children.

Nanny salaries and fees for family
child care, where caregivers take a few
children into their homes, are rising
by 5 percent a year.

-l Discover your home

When people remodel older homes,
they are often amazed at what they
find. But researching a property’s past
can be a frustrating, time-consuming
project. That's why people are hiring
old-house detectives (also called ar-
chitectural historians, house genealo-
gists, or historic building consultants).

People want to feel rooted in the
community. Even if you've only been
there for a few years, the house may
have been there for 50 or 100 years,
says Betsy |. Green, author of Discover-
ing the History of your Honse and Your
Neigliborhood (Santa Monica Press,
$14.95).



Final Response to the Flag Issue

* As a Mason for more than 35
years and a veteran in the U.S.
Army during the 1960s, | was
pleased to see the apology
("Footnotes,” Feb 03) regarding
the front cover on the Novem-
ber issue.

After reading the first eight
paragraphs of the apology, | felt
the air had been cleared and all
errors corrected. However, that
last paragraph seems to indicate
your true feelings of the matter.
| am offended by your state-
ments.

Larry 1. Fenstermaker, 32°
Bluffton, IN

* I'm not objecting to publish-
ing the 1908 illustration, but
someone in the process should
have identified the improper

use of the flag with a short “edi-

tor's note.”

Vane Scott, 32°
Newcomerstown OH

# On the surface, the "apology”
appeared to be a vindication of
the error.

However, your closing com-
ment in the last paragraph con-
cerning the postage stamp of-
fending the recipient was either
laced with sarcasm or meant to
invoke a diversion from an inci-
dent that was solely the respon-
sibility of the editorial staff and
not the U.S. Postal Service.

James Hales Ir,, 32°
Capt. USMC (Ret.)
Blairsville, PA

* Please don’t place that shame-

ful picture in the magazine
again. What were you thinking,
insulting as it is?

What is the job of an editor?
Does anything offend you? Do
you use our flag for a table-
cloth? Not real smart.

Randal Perry, 32°
New Boston, OH

#* In your column you take sev-
eral paragraphs to defend the
actions, one sentence to actually
apologize, and in the next para-
graph you stick the knife back
into the wound and twist it.
Your sarcastic paragraph regard-
ing the recipient being offended
should have been omitted if you
truly meant to apologize.

Charles O. Dawes, 32°
Springboro, OH

* As a retired Naval officer and
with a hobby of American his-
tory, | see no reason why your
Thanksgiving picture could
upset so many people — 1908
was a different period. | still see
no disrespect. You handled the
situation well.

Dr. Frank P. Gilley, 32°
Surry, ME

* | was amazed that you would
have received such a large nega-
tive response to your Thanksgiv-
ing cover. You told these people
that it was a 1908 whimsical il-
lustration. Obviously it went
right over their heads. Just a lit-
tle bit of humor and the people
who wrote to you would have
none of it.

Andrew H. Adams, 32°
Trenton, NJ

#* | just finished reading the
apology article and the letters
that caused it. | also looked at
the picture and | did not see
anything that degraded the
flag. After reading the letters, |
can understand why our frater-
nity is in trouble.

| understand that the people
who responded in the negative
manner have a right to their
opinion, but if they get this
upset over such a trivial thing as
that cover, | honestly feel they
should “get a life.”

Richard D. Johnson, 32°
Chicago, IL

# | believe that the flag eti-
guette rules were made up dur-
ing World War |l. Before that,
anything went.

When | was doing Civil War
reenacting years ago, | remem-
ber seeing many period photos
of flags being used as table-
cloths. The cover photo was cor-
rect etiquette for the period of
time when the postcard was
made.

Carmine Pescatore, 32°
Freehaold, NJ

* Why an apology? | am frankly
"offended” at the ignorance of
those who were "offended” by
the November cover. One doesn’t
have to be a brain surgecn to
figure out that the family pic-
tured on the cover is not the in-
famous Osbournes and the time
frame is not current.

Prior to 1942, the American
flag was not only a patriotic
symbol but a decorative one as
well. The flag was used on ad-
vertisements, seen on articles of
clothing, woven into quilts and
used in a wide variety of other
ways. One of the more interest-
ing examples is the flag embroi-
dered on the button flap of a
19th century American sailor.

On June 14, 1923, representa-
tives of more than 60 civic and
patriotic groups met in Wash-
ington, DC, to draft a uniform
code of flag etiquette. It never
became law until Dec. 22, 1942,

The November cover should
have been seen for what it was
intended to be. An American
family sitting down for a
Thanksgiving dinner with a little
bit of Victorian humor tossed in
for dessert.

| suggest that our stodagy read-
ers do their homework next
time before “shooting from the
hip."”

Dale E. Biever, 32°
Boyerstown, PA
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“One-Day Wonder”

[ am responding to an article in The
Naorthern Light, | was raised to the de-
gree of Master Mason in the one-day
class at the Valley of Cleveland on
April 27, 2002. Although I know a lot
of Brethren do not agree with the idea
of one-day classes, | believe that it
raised many good Brothers.

At the present time, we have four
in line as officers. Some of us believe
in our lodge and support it 100 per-
cent. Yes, there are some people that
were raised but still have not attended
a meeting. You will have that in any
organization, but the percentage of us
who are proud to be true Masonic
Brothers will get involved.

| feel we should get the respect and
recognition that we deserve,

Joseph R. Gattozzi

Lyndhurst Lodge No. 508
Lyndhurst OH

We welcome letters from our
readers in response to articles
appearing in The Northern
Light and will reprint them as

space permits. Letters must
be signed, should be brief,
and are subject to editing.

“Pretty good turnout tonight,
rather than half empty the
lodge was half full.”

I am a proud new member of our
fraternity and presently an officer in
my lodge. I would like to share my
feelings about the history | helped
produce by being one of the 8,000
newly raised Masons in the Ohio
Grand Master’s Class on April 27,
2002.

Personally, | feel that the one-day
class is good as long as it is done in
moderation. Sometimes | am some-
what dismayed about the feelings of
some of my other Brethren who look
down at the one-day candidates as
something less than real Masons. 1 am
often referred to as a “one-day won-
der.” In my limited knowledge of our
fraternity, I know that brotherly love
is one of the precepts of Freemasonry.
| realize that in the long run, Freema-
sonry will lose the sense of a shared

experience if too many “one-day won-

ders” fill our ranks.

Before you pass judgement, look at
some of the newly acquired Brothers.
They are our fraternity’s future. Wel-
come them with open arms and sup-
port their efforts to learn what you al-
ready know.

Alan H. Rotlunan
Forest City Lodge No, 388
Lyndhurst OH

On the Lighter Side

Ads that should have
been proofread:

Dinner Specials: Turkey
52.35; Chicken or Beef $2.25;
Children $2.00.

Dog for sale: eats anything
and is fond of children,

We do not tear your clothing
with machinery. We do it care-
fully by hand.

For Rent: 6-room hated apart-
ment.

Auto Repair Service. Free
pick-up and delivery. Try us
once, you'll never go anywhere
again.

Illiterate? Write today for free
help.

Great Dames for sale.

Stock up and save. Limit:
one.

Used Cars: Why go else-
where to be cheated? Come
here first!

Wanted. Man to take care of
cow that does not smoke or
drink.

Our experienced Mom will
care for your child. Fenced
vard, meals, and smacks in-
cluded.

Wanted: Preparer of food.
Must be dependable, like the
food business, and be willing to
get hands dirty.

Mother’s helper, peasant
working conditions.

We will oil your sewing ma-

chine and adjust tension in
your home for $5.

HIETERA W™
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 Footnotes*

* Welcome. With this issue
we welcome to our staff Steve Fer-
azini, who assumes the position of
assistant editor for The Northern
Light. Steve comes to us with a va-
riety of journalistic experience. The
Dartmouth graduate received a
Master of Arts in journalism at
New York University.

He has been a writer, reporter
and producer for several local tele-
vision stations and business news
Web sites. His first major contribu-
tion to the magazine is the cover
story for this issue. We are pleased
to have him on board and know
that you will enjoy the results of
his work.

* Senior DeMolays. Word
has reached us that two Senior De-
Molays were among those Killed in
action during the war in Iraq. Both
were assigned to the U.S. Army’s
3rd Infantry Division, which is
based at Fort Stewart, Georgia.

Capt. Tristen Aitken had been a
member of the DeMolay chapter in
State College, PA, during his high
school years. The Texas Christian
University graduate had been mar-
ried for 15 months,

Pfc Jason M. Meyer had been a
member of a DeMolay chapter in
Howell, M1. He and his wife had
met at a DeMolay function and
were married a year ago.

We extend our sympathies to the
families of both victims who were
serving our nation in the defense of
freedom.

™ Repaying a debt. 1n 1934,
the Supreme Council’s Committee
on Education issued a $4,000 schol-
arship to a student requesting as-
sistance. Nearly 70 years later, the
recipient, who was grateful for the
aid at the time, has now decided he
would like to make a donation to
the Scottish Rite Charities as a way
of showing thanks for the gift. We
never know how our good works
will be rewarded.

™ Degrees by family. John
K. Lenover, 32°, a member of the
Valley of Peoria, IL, was about to
sponsor a candidate for theValley's
fall reunion, but he didn't stop at a
single candidate. He lined up an
entire family, which included a fa-
ther, three sons and a son-in-law.
The new 32° Scottish Rite Masons
are father Don Gorsuch, sons Dan,
Brian and Curtis, and son-in-law
Paul Moffitt.

x H unger. 1ll. James T. Morris,
33°, a member of the Valley of Indi-
anapolis, is keeping busy in Rome
these days as the executive director
of the United Nations World Food
Program. The Hoosier native is re-
sponsible for the annual distribu-
tion of more than 4.2 million metric
tons of food. He says that on any
given day, there are between 20
and 40 ships carrying World Food
Program supplies around the
globe. His most recent task has
been to supply humanitarian aid to
Iragq. He is currently committed to
serving in this capacity for the next
five years. The U.N. program is
based in Rome,

* Educa ting Masons. The
Grand Lodge of [llinois has created
a program to improve Masonic ed-
ucation. Called the “Eureka Chal-
lenge,” the program is a Masonic
knowledge proficiency competition
among lodges. It is designed for
leng-time members to apply their
Masonic knowledge and for newer
members to learn more about the
fraternity.

The first round takes place at the
local lodge level. The highest scor-
ing lodges in the district then com-
pete on an area level. The final
round will be the state champi-
onship conducted at the Grand
Lodge annual meeting in October.
The winner will receive the
Pythagoras traveling trophy to dis-
play in lodge throughout the year.

We applaud the Grand Lodge of

[llinois in its effort to improve Ma-
sonic education.

% Updating Washington.
In 1964, the Northern and Southern
Jurisdictions of the Scottish Rite
provided funding for the develop-
ment of a museum on the fourth
floor of the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial at
Alexandria, VA. The gallery has
been a repository for artifacts relat-
ed to Washington.

The two jurisdictions have
agreed to fund a renovation of the
gallery. The new look, which is
scheduled to be completed before
the fall, will tell the story of George
Washington as a Virginia planter, a
maodel citizen, a military officer, the
nation’s president, a mourned hero,
and an American icon.

E ;

" Masonic campers. A Ma-
sonic camping club, formed in 1966
with 21 families, now includes
maore than 20,000 members, The
National Camping Travelers, Inc.,
is open to Master Masons in good
standing with their lodge.

The 38th national rally will take
place at the New York State Fair-
grounds in Syracuse, NY, on July
26-31. Participants arrive with a
wide variety of camping equip-
ment from motor homes to pup
tents.

For more information, contact
Brother Robert E. Anderson,

8 Wells Ave., Salem, NH 03079,
{603-5893- 1590), or e-mail
bandquiltl@juno.com.

RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33°
Editor
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The Morthern Light

P.O. Box 519

Lexington, MA 02420

A quest for knowledge

Knowledge — it is the basis upon which humans are able to improve them-
selves and the world about them.

There are men who believe the quest for knowledge does not end with a cer-
emony and the presentation of a diploma. There are men who have joined
together in an unending search for knowledge. There are men who believe
that knowledge is the key to self-improvement.

Who are these men? They are 32° Freemasons.

32° Freemasonry — Making a Real Difference!




