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FEARLESS FROG MAN
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DDS ARE THAT FEW READERS OF The Northern Light recognized the name of Bro. Paul Boyton
mentioned in the February edition. Even though this member of the Lodge of Friendship, No. 206,
in London swam enough miles to circle the Earth, his name has faded over the past century. There
was a time when his name was a household word in virtually every home in America and western
Europe. Some considered him the best known person in the world.

While Boyton was an accomplished swimmer,
it is not really accurate to say that he ‘swam’ over
25,000 miles in his life.
hat brought him the world’s attention, was
his use of a novel rubber suit that had been
designed by C.S. Merriman of Pittsburgh, PA.
The “Boyton Suit,” as it became known, was
water-tight, exposing only his face. Made of
newly patented vulcanized rubber, it had five air
bladders that allowed the wearer to float
continuously without expending effort.
Boyton was able to stand erect in the deepest
water, with his chest, arms and head above the
surface. He could also float on his back and
propel himself with a paddle, or a small sail that
attached to a socket near his foot. He would tow
a small raft on which he would boil water for tea
and cook his meals, allowing him to travel across
open bodies of water and along miles of famous
rivers. He also carried a pistol to fight off sharks.
Boyton’s love affair with water and swimming
began during his early childhood in the 1850’s on
the banks of the Alleghany River near Pittsburgh.
His parents were so fearful of their little boy’s
fascination with the river that they would lock
him in his room. But, he continued to sneak out,
swimming and building rafts out of driftwood.
At age 15, he started to establish his credentials
as an adventurer, enlisting in the U.S. Navy for
the final year of the Civil War. He then sailed in
search of treasure in the Caribbean only to be
shipwrecked off the Yucatan coast, where he
joined the Mexican rebels fighting against
Maximillian and the French.
Later, he was a sharpshooter in the
Franco-Prussian war, and became a diamond
prospector in South Africa. He did all of this
before he was 23 years old.
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When Boyton returned to the U.S. in 1873, he
was invited to establish the New Jersey Life
Saving Service at Atlantic City. He added to his
reputation by personally saving 71 people from
drowning.
But, more importantly, he experimented with
Merriman’s rubber suit. He gave demonstrations
of the suit in New York harbor, hoping to make
his fortune by selling these “Lifesaving Suits” to
passenger and cargo ships and to the U.S. Navy.
He realized that he needed a dramatic,
attention-getting event, so he stowed away on the
steamer, Queen, bound from New York to
England. He planned to don his rubber suit when
the Queen was about 200 miles out of port and
“swim’”or paddle back to New York.
But, he needed witnesses to prove that he
actually started 200 miles out to sea. When the
ship’s captain saw him climbing overboard, he
asked what he was doing. Boyton, replied, “I am
going ashore.” Fearing the bad publicity of a
suicide, the Captain had Boyton locked in a cabin
for the duration of the Atlantic crossing.
omehow, Boyton convinced the Captain that
he was quite sane, and as the Queen
approached her first port of call in Cork, Ireland,
he was allowed to slip overboard in the middle of
a gale, seven miles from shore.
When the Queen docked in Cork, the
passengers and crew were greeted by a telegram
saying that Boyton had made it safely to shore
and was on his way to Cork, where he expected
to find a flood of orders for the rubber suit
awaiting him. There were none. His arrival in
Cork still changed the course of his life.
Not only was the public wildly excited with his
accomplishment, but also they were willing to pay
to hear him talk about it. His first lecture netted
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him 31 pounds (about $3,000 in today’s
money). Boyton gave free demonstrations in
Cork Harbor and in Dublin, and collected
fees for a series of speaking engagements.
He promoted himself as “Captain Paul
Boyton, the famous lifesaver.” He was, after
all, captain of the Atlantic City lifeguards.
When interest waned in Ireland, he moved on
to England where the newspapers had been
tantalizing the public with stories of his
adventures.
e proved to be a master at attracting
attention. Accompanied by Lt. Morgan
and Dr. Willis, also wearing “Boyton suits,” he
entered the River Thames just above London
and traveled under all the famous bridges
with American, British and Irish flags
fluttering from the sail sockets in their rubber
feet.
The trio stopped at Greenwich, where they
made themselves lunch and entertained the
crowds lining the shore by firing pistols at
pretend sharks and shooting rockets into the air.
The newspapers were filled with stories about
this amazing American. Quickly learning to
please the public, Boyton announced that he
would “swim” the English Channel.
It took him two tries. In his first attempt to go
from Dover to Calais, he gave up just short of
France. This only made the public in England
and the U.S. more eager for his next attempt.
Boyton made sure that accounts of his first try
were sent to newspapers on both sides of the
Atlantic.
It was while he prepared for his second try that
he joined the Masons in London. He made a
successful crossing from France to England,
arriving to a 21-gun salute and throngs of
onlookers. Telegrams of congratulations came in
from Queen Victoria and President Ulysses S.
Grant.
Captain Boyton made an heroic return to
America, and the “Fearless Frogman” took on the
challenges of traveling the length of most major
American rivers. He arrived in New York city in
his rubber suit paddling down from Albany.
He traveled the length of the Mississippi, and
traveled great lengths of the Merrimack; the
Ohio; the Missouri, and the Yellowstone. While
on the Yellowstone, he sent reports to English
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Bro. Boyton providing a free demonstration in Cork Harbor.

newspapers embellished with stories about the
ferocity of the river and the danger of Indians.
With each river, his fame grew and so did his
fortune. In 1878, he was back in Europe trying to
sell his rubber suit at the Paris Exhibition, but
more importantly traveling down the Rhine in
Germany; the Somme in France, and the Po and
the Tiber in Italy.
He crossed the Straits of Gibraltar; the Straits
of Messina and the Bay of Naples to the acclaim
of his followers worldwide. He would bring in
over $2,000 (about $45,000 in current value) for a
week of exhibitions and lectures.
eturning to America, he made a Boytonesque
arrival in New York. Instead of arriving by
steamer, he traveled to the headwaters of the
Connecticut River in Canada and floated its
entire length to Long Island Sound. But, he
found that his floating down rivers no longer
excited the public. It was too tame. To add some
excitement to his image, he accepted a
commission as captain in the non-existent
Peruvian Navy with the mission of using his
rubber suit to attack Chilean warships with mines
and torpedoes.
He was to have been paid $100,000 for the
first vessel sunk, but conducted no successful
attacks due to what he said were second-rate
Russian torpedoes. And, while he claimed to have
gone to Peru secretly under the cover of being a
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reporter, the New York Times and other U.S.
newspapers continually published exaggerated
accounts of his adventures as the “Torpedo Man.”
He was superb at self-promotion.
When he returned to New York, he announced
his retirement and opened a saloon, Boyton’s
Ship, on 29th Street, near Broadway. The
establishment included a museum room in which
he exhibited his rubber suit and the prizes and
trophies he had received for his accomplishments.
In early May 1885, he again gained notoriety
in European newspapers by making a mock
attack on a British warship at anchor in New
York harbor. Wearing his rubber suit, he stealthily
snuck up on the H.M.S. Garnet and planted a
dummy torpedo at her side.
ut later that month, he faced near calamity.
His friend, Robert Odlum, was a professional
swimmer who needed publicity. After gathering
at Boyton’s saloon, Odlum and several friends
made their way the Brooklyn Bridge, where he
became the first person to dive from the newly
opened structure. Boyton was to play the role of
lifesaver and was waiting in a boat in the river
below.
Odlum’s body twisted as he fell and he hit the
water in a belly flop. Boyton dove in and pulled
the mortally injured diver to the boat, but could
not save his life. Odlum’s mother accused Boyton
of contributing to her son’s death in a letter
published in the New York Times. While Boyton
claimed that he had no involvement, his presence
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Coney Island, Shoot The Chutes, 1900. C. A. Loeffler, Library of Congress.

on the river steered public opinion against him.
Business fell at his saloon and by 1886, Boyton’s
Ship was closed.
Paul Boyton remained out of the public eye for
several years, and began writing his autobiography, The Story of Paul Boyton. This was
published in 1892, and is available for free
download (gutenberg.org/ebooks/19230).
In 1888, he had a bit part with Barnum and
Bailey’s Circus in both America and England,
under the big top, showing off his rubber suit in a
tank of water. He also spent time at home
inventing new aquatic devices such as large
rubber shoes that allowed people to walk upright
on water, and the pontoon bicycle, where the rear
wheel propelled the bike like a paddle-wheel.
By the early 1890’s Boyton completely
reinvented himself. After seeing the amusement
rides at the Columbian Exhibition in 1893 in
Chicago, he co-invented a new ride called “Shoot
the Chutes,” in which riders took an elevator to
the top of a platform and rode a small barge
down a water-filled slope into a pool at the
bottom.
He first opened a single ride in Chicago,
followed by copies of “Shooting the Chutes” in
Boston and London. Accompanying these was his
own water circus that provided a demonstration
of the Boyton Suit (no longer by Boyton himself )
as well as performers using his water shoes and
pontoon bicycles. On occasion, Boyton would
make cameo appearances in an act with five
trained seals.
He saw the growing potential of Coney Island
near New York city, and bought 16 acres behind
the landmark Elephant Hotel and created the
first amusement park. He offered a “Shoot the
Chutes” and the Flip-Flop Railway (a 360
degree roller coaster) and a lagoon in which
customers could rent water shoes and pontoon
bicycles.
e also performed with sea lions. Unlike
other amusement areas of the day where
each ride and concessions were owned by
different people, Boyton’s Sea Lion Park was
enclosed by a fence. Customers paid one
admission at the gate and stayed all day, riding
Boyton-owned rides, eating at Boyton-owned
concessions and being entertained by Boyton
performers.
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He pioneered the inclusion of a dance hall so Sea
Lion Park would offer something to all ages in a
family. Two nickelodeon films are available on the Web
showing Shoot the Chutes and an Egytian Dance at
Sea Lion Park.
Boyton and his sea lions starred in an early silent
movie, Feeding the Sea Lions. All of his innovations are
reflected in today’s successful Disney and Six Flags
theme parks.
ea Lion Park remained successful for a number of
years, but as competition grew at Coney Island,
Boyton was again ahead of the curve. He put his
rubber suit behind him and reorganized his company
to provide Boyton products to other venues.
In 1898, he helped Barnum and Bailey produce
their London circus extravaganza. The opening act was
the Coney Island Water Carnival, featuring a giant
pool of water with an enormous canvas backdrop
painted as Boyton saw Coney Island. It showed Shoot
the Chutes, the Elephant Hotel, and people using
Boyton’s aquatic appliances, but none of the
competition that had grown up around his park.
The London performances featured high divers,
water walks, pontoon bicycles and even a clown
performing take-offs on Captain Boyton himself. The
program advertised Lieutenant Morgan, the famous
life saver, a clown who floated around in a rubber
sailor suit. As the skit ended, an alligator swam into
Coney Island and threatened the clowns and
performers who swam for their lives. Lt. Morgan saved
the day by pulling a pistol and dealing with the
alligator.
The London Barnum and Bailey show ended with
another Boyton-related act. The pool was used to
show the victory of the American Navy over the
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The Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show on
Earth – The great Coney Island water
carnival... Poster showing performers diving
and clowns in the ocean at Coney Island,
NY. Library of Congress.

Spanish fleet at Santiago Bay, Cuba. Scale models of
battleships were electrically powered and had human
pilots inside.
fter selling Sea Lion Park in 1901, Boyton had
great success at the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair,
where he operated Boyton’s Naval Exhibit, featuring
his miniature ships reenacting not only the Battle of
Santiago Bay, but also Dewey’s victory at Manila and a
recent naval battle between the Japanese and Russians.
This venture was Boyton’s most profitable yet. His
seven month exhibit netted a profit of nearly $200,000
(nearly $5 million in today’s money), and allowed him
to retire quite comfortably.
Paul Boyton was the quintessential American of the
Victorian Age. What brought Mr. Boyton such
acclaim and success was a rare combination of
adventure, new technology and entrepreneurship. Like
his contemporaries Buffalo Bill Cody and P.T. Barnum
– both his Masonic Brothers – he blended physical
accomplishments with an amazing sense of
self-promotion and showmanship.
To this he added a brilliant sense of business that
allowed him to reinvent himself and remain the
subject of public interest for more than 30 years. NL
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The Northern MASONIC
Jurisdiction at Two Centuries
By JERRY A. ROACH JR., 32°
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n Aug. 5, 2013, the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction will reach its 200th anniversary. As part of next
year’s celebration an illustrated book marking the occasion will be published. In each issue of The
Northern Light, from now until the anniversary, a portion of the volume will be excerpted. This month
we highlight our beginnings as a jurisdiction in 1813, follow the splintering of the organization and,
finally, mark its reunification in 1867.

BIRTH, SCHISM & UNION 1813 – 1867
y 1813, the general organization of the higher
degrees of Freemasonry in the United States
was in disarray. Many prominent Masons,
empowered with limited authority over dissimilar
and random degrees, had established competing
higher bodies in New York. These bodies can for the
most part be recognized as belonging to three
groups, each of which had very scarce opinions as to
whom they held allegiance, or from whom they
derived their authority. Something had to be done.
To ascertain what solutions may exist, the
Supreme Council, 33°, in Charleston empowered its
Grand Treasurer General, Emanuel De La Motta,
while visiting New York city to approach each of
these disparate bodies in the hope of establishing
their legitimacy.
He first encountered the group led by Bideaud
and comprised of, among others, Simson, Tompkins
and Riker. Tompkins was the governor of New York
at the time, and Riker was the district attorney of
New York city. This group, naming itself a “Sublime
Grand Consistory,” was fierce, a personal and
political rival with another of the three groups,
headed by Cerneau, calling itself “The Grand
Consistory for the United States of America.” This
second group counted among its members, DeWitt
Clinton, the lieutenant governor and later governor
of New York. Clinton was also the Grand Master of
Masons in New York, who, oddly enough, worked
alongside Simson, who was Grand Treasurer, and
Tomkins, who had served as Grand Secretary. The
third group, led by Abraham Jacobs, had formed a
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“Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection” and a
“Council of Princes of Jerusalem,” both of which had
already been condemned by Cerneau as irregular. De
La Motta very quickly reasoned that these
conditions were unacceptable. Writing to Sovereign
Grand Commander Mitchell and Lieutenant Grand
Commander Dalcho, he was given the authority to
rectify the situation according to his best judgment.
Upon calling on each body to justify its actions, he
was met with resistance by the Cerneau group which
refused to cooperate. Upon his own investigations,
De La Motta ruled that not only was the Cerneau
group irregular but also that the Jacobs group was
also without the warrants to establish its
organizations.
aving fully complied with all requests, the
Bideaud group was found to be the only body
worthy of recognition. Thus, on August 5, 1813, De
La Motta, under the authority of the Supreme
Council, 33°, in Charleston, issued the proclamation
and charter beginning the process of establishing the
sovereignty of the Bideaud group as “The Supreme
Council, 33°, for the Northern District &
Jurisdiction of the United States of America.”
Tompkins, who was then the governor of New York,
and later vice president of the United States, was
named as the first Sovereign Grand Commander,
and J.J.J. Gourgas was named the first Grand
Secretary General. The prosperity of the new
Supreme Council was short-lived however.
In the wake of the Morgan Affair in 1826,
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Freemasonry in America, and particularly the
Northeast, came to an abrupt standstill. The
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction was most fortunate,
nevertheless, to have Gourgas as its Grand Secretary
General for his organizational abilities and attention
to detail were to serve as the sole deciding factor in
the preservation of the Scottish Rite. Although
publicly Masonry seemed to all but vanish, Gourgas
maintained records and correspondence and even
affected a territorial agreement with the Southern
Jurisdiction in 1827, regarding the sovereignty of the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction over the then 14
states situated east of the Mississippi and north of
the Mason-Dixon Line. Wisconsin was not yet a
state but was part of Michigan. During that time,
Gourgas would guide the jurisdiction through the
passing of its first two Commanders, Tompkins and
Simson, until becoming Sovereign Grand
Commander himself in 1832. Urged by his ardent
cohort, Giles F. Yates, Gourgas resumed the active
business of the Supreme Council in 1843, and over
the next eight years, the Scottish Rite once again
began to flourish. In 1846, the Supreme Council
(NMJ) established the Ancient and Accepted Rite in
England by chartering that country’s first Supreme
Council under the leadership of founder Ill. Robert
Thomas Crucefix, 33°, as the first Sovereign Grand
Commander.
n 1851, after almost 50 years at the helm of the
Supreme Council, Commander Gourgas resigned
at the age of 74. He named Ill. Giles F. Yates, 33°, as
his successor who, though only 53 years old, resigned
in a matter of days. His inaugural address was also to
be his farewell address, and in it he stated fairly
clearly why he was not accepting office. Among
those reasons he stated his many years of service;
that he did not wish to obstruct the advancement of
others; that he wished to serve as an example of how
to let go of power, and his inability to reside near the
jurisdiction’s headquarters. To succeed him as
Commander, Yates appointed Ill. Edward Asa
Raymond, 33°, a past Grand Master of
Massachusetts and Grand Treasurer of the Supreme
Council. Raymond was considered to be a most
worthy successor with a Masonic resumé which few
Masons, if any, have ever equaled, and for the next
ten years harmony reigned in the Supreme Council.
All of that changed at the meeting of the
Supreme Council in August 1860, and to this day
much of what transpired is still cause for
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speculation. What is clear from reading the minutes
of the meeting is that Commander Raymond felt
that he was being usurped and closed the meeting.
Much the same action was taken at the meeting the
following day with Raymond closing the session, sine
die. Following the meeting, the remaining members
of the council appointed themselves a committee to
visit Past Commander Gourgas, who was visiting
nearby, to seek his advice.
On Saturday, August 25, 1860, those remaining
members of the Supreme Council reconvened,
occupied the chairs, opened the Supreme Council,
elected themselves, installed themselves into office,
and proceeded to make 200 pages of changes to the
laws, statutes and regulations of the Scottish Rite.
For the next year, Killian H. Van Rensselaer would
govern the Council as its Lieutenant Commander,
until being elected as Sovereign Grand Commander
in 1862.
n entire volume could be written about this
period in the Supreme Council’s history, but
most Masonic historians tend to postulate that the
schism that occurred was the result of a generational
conflict. Upon the exit of Gourgas and Yates,
Raymond remained as the last of the elder members
of the Supreme Council; an adherent to the old
rules, and exclusive sensibilities of the Rite. Van
Rensselaer, in stark contrast, was a younger and more
energetic member who had personally founded more
than 30 new bodies since 1848. Due to the lack of
solid evidence, it is difficult to speculate which party
may have been at fault.
Nevertheless, it may be safe to say that both were.
Raymond, perhaps through age and temperament,
allowed himself to lose control, and Van Rensselaer,
eager to exert his will over the growing rite, stepped
out of due bounds.
Regardless, Raymond and Van Rensselaer would
both maintain their own Supreme Councils – Van
Rensselaer’s being the duly recognized – until they
merged in 1867. During the intervening years
leading to the merger, much occurred behind the
scenes with Raymond allying his Council with the
irregular Cerneau Council, which he had long
opposed, and Van Rensselaer assuming control and
expanding the rite. In the end, Brotherly love
prevailed, and after seven years, the two Councils
merged in 1867. Since which time, harmony has
reigned in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. May
it always be so. NL
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is one small step toward providing
that goof around time.
A favorite activity today is creating a
dance routine, filming it and putting
the video on their computers.

Caregiver Tip

Walking with
Headphones

While listening to music as you walk is
a pleasant way to distract yourself, it's
also a way to distract you from the car
that's about to run over you.
University of Maryland researchers
say that between 2004-11, the
number of American pedestrians killed
by trains and cars tripled. Car drivers
and locomotive engineers said the
pedestrians were oblivious to the
impending collision. Audio players can
distract users' attention with their dials
and functions. As reported in Time,
they also put listeners into a sensory
cocoon, making them unaware of
hazards such as traffic or warning
sirens and horns.

Dementia authority Paula Spencer
Scott says you shouldn't find it
surprising when a person with
Alzheimer's or dementia fabricates an
unlikely story or explanation.
She says distortions of the truth are
a coping mechanism that helps them
explain to themselves, or others,
situations they don't have an answer
for. The untruths can also help them
preserve a sense of dignity when they
are aware of doing things that aren't
right.
There's no point in trying to correct
them. You'll only make your loved one
feel more embarrassed and confused.
Remember that it's the disease
talking. Usually, tall tales are what
Spencer calls "small stuff" and can be
ignored.

Vacation Home Visitors
There have been big bargains on
second homes in recent years. One in
ten homes sold in 2010 was a
vacation home.
One thing many buyers hadn't
thought of was the number of
relatives, friends and acquaintances
who would want to visit or stay there,
whether or not owners would be
home at the time. The typical buyer
spends only 39 days a year in the
vacation home.

Girls and Sleepovers

Though some parents may disagree,
experts find that girls can benefit from
sleepovers. At the Center for Research
on Girls, psychologists say it provides
youngsters with a block of time where
they are together, in person, without
direct supervision by an adult.
Children today don't have "goof
around" time as they used to. The
result can be children who don't know
how to fill their own time and solve
problems on their own. The sleepover
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The happiest owners set limits and
boundaries for visitors. They may be
willing to share the place occasionally.
Or they have no problem saying it's
just for their own family.
Other owners are troubled by
time-consuming arrangements for
those using the property when they
aren't there and loss of privacy when
the uninvited show up at the door.
This doormat group may have to
cook for visitors, drive the freeloaders
around if they came by air, and clean
the sheets, floors and bathrooms
when they leave. Some owners get so
tired of it, says The Wall Street
Journal, that they sell the overused
house.
If you own a second home know in
advance how you will handle requests.
There will be many.

Ready Your Walls

Brian Santos, the Wall Wizard, gives
this advice:
• Clean the surface. Buy a
90-percent pure solution of rubbing
alcohol and a sponge mop with a
scrubbing strip. Put a half gallon into a
bucket and scrub with an up-anddown motion. Wring the mop into an
empty bucket so the solution isn't
contaminated.
• Smooth the surface. Darken the
room and put a halogen work light
on the floor next to the wall. Use a
wall board sanding strip to remove
anything that shows up.
To fill any depression, use a vinyl
surfacing compound and a drywall
knife to smooth it out.
Tap in nail heads and use the
compound to fill the holes.
• Apply the first coat. Use a sealer
over any remaining stains, mold,
mildew, and porous surfaces. Use a
primer on all other surfaces.
If the top coat will be paint, have
the primer tinted to match the finish
color so you don't have to apply a
second coat.

It’s a fact . . .
“Daddy and I had to use your college
fund. But on a positive note, you
won’t have to worry about good
grades anymore.”

Old fashioned rabbit-ear TV antennas
are coming back. About 46 million
Americans who are tired of big cable
bills are using them for free access to
over-the-air television from the major
networks, according to Daily
Finance.com.

