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 “I’m just a DeMolay boy from Clifton, 
New Jersey. I would not be where I am 
today had it not been for my membership 
in that organization.”

- David A. Glattly -

Greetings,
I trust this message finds you 

well and a bit more comfortable 
as we find ourselves beyond the challenging weather of this 
past winter.

Many of you have heard me say, “I’m just a DeMolay boy 
from Clifton, New Jersey.” I say that for a reason. Not only 
to promote DeMolay, but to make it clear that I would not 
be where I am today had it not been for my membership in 
that organization.

This issue of The Northern Light honors the 100th 
anniversary of the Order of  DeMolay, founded in 1919, in 
Kansas City, MO. I am sure the original nine members, and 
the organization’s founder, Dad Frank Land, back in 1919, 
could not have imagined the success this organization has 
endured for more than 100 years.

Many young men have benefitted from their membership 
and involvement in DeMolay. Some well-known names 
credit DeMolay for their success in life, including Walt 
Disney, John Wayne, Walter Cronkite, Mel Blanc, and 
many, many more.  It is worthy to note that Scottish Rite 
Grand Commanders Ronnie Seale and John William 
McNaughton are both DeMolay boys. But this great young 
men’s fraternity’s success is not limited to the famous men 
who emerge from its ranks. There are many leaders in our 
daily life who started out in DeMolay.  

As for me, as I entered the lodge room in Clifton, 
blindfolded, in 1970, I didn’t know that DeMolay would 
change my life and set me in the right direction for the 
future. A high school friend signed me up to join. That same 
friend today is a city councilman and retired police officer 
in Clifton. I owe him a debt of gratitude still for bringing me 
into the DeMolay family. 

As I listened to the seven preceptors presenting lessons of 
Love of Parents, Reverence to God, Courtesy, Comradeship, 
Fidelity, Cleanness, and Patriotism, little did I know that 
these would become my guide for the future.  Then, as I 
witnessed the DeMolay Degree, which is a play depicting 

the trial of Jacques DeMolay, little did I know how much 
my life would revolve around his story in the years to come.

As a new DeMolay member, I was assigned to sell tickets 
to our spaghetti dinner fundraiser at a lodge meeting, 
nervously waiting downstairs for the meeting to end.  Then, 
one of the Lodge stewards said, “Hey kid, do you like 
meatballs?” in short order, a really good meatball sandwich 
arrived.  It is true that a way to a DeMolay’s heart is through 
his stomach. I have loved my lodge, Clifton No. 203, ever 
since.  I joined at 21 years old, the minimum age back then 
in New Jersey. I was able to sit in lodge with my father and 
grandfather for many years – which was a truly special time. 

Because of that one evening entering the Clifton Lodge 
room to start my DeMolay/Masonic journey, a few 
things followed: State Master Councilor of NJ DeMolay, 
Worshipful Master, Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge, 
Executive Officer of NJ DeMolay, Active Member of the 
Supreme Council and Deputy for New Jersey, and finally, 
this little position I now hold.  I truly enjoyed each of these 
jobs.

Many of my close friends are connections formed through 
DeMolay, some dating back all those years ago when we 
served together in DeMolay. I treasure these friendships. 
I wish every Mason had the opportunity to experience 
DeMolay, and know how life-changing it can be for a young 
man. This is why I support DeMolay as much as I can today. 
And that’s why I am, and will always be, “just a DeMolay 
boy from Clifton, New Jersey.” 

Please support DeMolay as best as you can.
Fraternally,
Dave Glattly
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100 
D e M O L A Y

YEARS of  the ORDER of

BEGINNINGS
Frank S. Land must have been an amazing person to be around.  From 

his earliest days, he had a charisma that attracted others, and yet he was 
never considered gregarious or described as a larger-than-life person-
ality.  However, there was integrity in his character that drew people to 
him.  As a ten-year-old with a penchant for Bible study, he was able to 
convince his neighborhood friends to participate in a weekly Sunday 
evening worship service in his basement.  By the time he was 12 his fa-
ther had left the family, and he spent his teenage years without a consis-
tent and strong male influence.

Frank left high school while in his junior year to work 
in the Land Family Restaurant with his grandmother, 
mother and sister. He attended the Kansas City Art Insti-
tute where attendance was flexible and he could fit it into 
his restaurant schedule.  This is where he met the love of 
his life, Nell.  When his mother re-married, he remained 
with his grandmother and at age 18, took ownership of 
the restaurant.  He worked, part-time, as an artist for 
Kansas City Star drawing sketches for advertisers.  His 
restaurant put him in contact with businessmen, and 
one of the directors at the Art Institute gave him the idea 
to establish the Municipal Art League with the sole pur-
pose to beautify his hometown. Kansas City was known 
as a “Cowtown grown up” but it needed to clean up, too.  
Enlisting business owners, civic leaders, the Merchant’s 
Association and over 300 of his fellow art institute stu-
dents, he led this diverse group with a strong vision of 
what Kansas City should look like.  He dove headfirst into 
a year-long project to remove objectionable signs, plant 
flowers and shrubs in vacant lots, and install ornamental 

lighting downtown.  His enthusiasm and work ethic made 
a strong impression on the leaders of  Kansas City.

His grandmother, the strongest influence in his life at 
the time, gave Frank the money to join Ivanhoe Lodge No. 
446, A.F. & A. M. because her father had been a Mason 
and she knew it would be a good influence on him.  Land 
became a Master Mason on June 29, 1912. The Masonic 
fraternity grabbed hold of him immediately, and he en-
thusiastically joined the Kansas City Chapter No. 28 of 
Royal Arch Masons, Kansas City Commandery No. 10, 
Knights Templar, the Valley of Kansas City of the Scottish 
Rite, and Ararat Shrine, all within six months.  He imme-
diately began to participate in degrees, and was appoint-
ed to the line of officers of the DeMolai Council of Kadosh.  
The other strong influence on him, Nell, became his wife 
in a small ceremony on September 15, 1913. In 1914 he 
sold the growing restaurant for a profit and accepted a job 
as the administrator and secretary of the Masons’ Relief 
Committee, with an office in the Scottish Rite Temple.  

By the time 1919 rolled around, Frank Land had evi-
denced in his character several core values that led him 
to the founding of the Order of DeMolay; his reverence 
for God, his impeccable integrity, and his drive to be of 
service to humanity.  These were at the forefront of his 
character—exhibited in his work, and in his leadership as 
Commander of DeMolai Council of Kadosh.  He also had 
vision and the ability to translate that vision into action.

THE BIG VIS ION
At the close of The Great War in Europe that took the 

lives of over 116,000 American soldiers, Land began to 
think about the boys who had lost their fathers in the con-
flict. Remembering what it was like to be a teenager with

Original Scottish Rite Temple in Kansas City where Land’s 
social services office was located and where the original 
DeMolay meetings were held.

By Ill. Thomas R. Labagh, 33°
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out a father in his life, he attempted to establish a pro-
gram modeled after the Chicago Big Brother movement, 
but became discouraged when few of the pairings lasted 
long.  That’s when he began to think that providing an op-
portunity for boys to associate with other boys could be a 
good substitute program. 

The fateful phone call introducing him to Louis Lower, 
who was in need of a job, was the spark that he needed.  
Hiring Louis to work in his office, he quickly learned much 
about this bright young man.  The idea of a club for boys 
aged 17-21 met with Lower’s approval, and on February 
19, 1919 Land, Lower and eight other young men met over 
sodas from the ice cream shop across the street from the 
Scottish Rite, to talk about what the new club might look 
like. After touring the building and seeing how it could 
be an amazing “clubhouse” for fun activities, they talk-
ed about many possible names for the group and settled 
on DeMolai Council, which, later that year, was changed 
to the Order of DeMolay. By the beginning of April there 
were over 30 members and already talk of limiting the 
membership to 75. A stern but kind lecture on selfishness 
from Frank Land ended that, and the growth began.  At 
some time during those first ten months the boys made 
up their mind that calling him “Mr. Land” seemed too for-
mal, and “Frank” was disrespectful, so they settled on just 
calling him “Dad” Land, because he was very much like a 
father to those boys who had none, and reminded those 
who had to be thankful for their blessings.

In the time between the first meeting with formal min-
utes, April 1st, and the meeting of September 27, Land en-
listed poet and drama critic for the Kansas City Star, Bro.  
Frank A. Marshall, to write a complete ritual for the club.  
It was to include an opening and a closing ceremony us-
ing some of the customs the Chapter had already devel-
oped, such as collecting a “word of the day” and invok-
ing a prayer for widows and orphans of Masons.  It also 
included formal pledges or obligations, and an initiation 
ceremony teaching the lessons of filial love, reverence for 
sacred things, courtesy, comradeship, fidelity, cleanness, 
and patriotism. The crowning glory of the ritual was a 
dramatic costumed portrayal of the trial and martyrdom 
of Jacques DeMolay, teaching lessons of fidelity and tol-
eration.  These ceremonies, and the obligations taken by 
the members, cemented the club and turned it into a true 
brotherhood.    

Chapters sprung up in surrounding towns, then in Ne-
braska, Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma, Minnesota, Texas, 
and California. By January of 1921, there were 52 chap-
ters with a membership of 2,216.  The boys of Kansas City 
Chapter were traveling far to confer the degree ceremo-
nies and were taken by train on a tour to institute chapters 
in  Ohio, Maryland, the District of Columbia, New York, 
Indiana, and Kentucky.  On February 24, 1923, the chap-
ter in Grand Forks, ND, traveled to Winnipeg, Canada to 
open a chapter of what would forever then be known as 
the “International” Order of DeMolay.  

CREATING STRUCTURE
In November of 1920, Land called upon the Sovereign 

Grand Inspector General for Missouri, Judge Alexander G. 
Cochran, to enlist his help in organizing what he expected to 
be explosive growth.  Cochran was an attorney and a judge 
whose experience supervising the Scottish Rite for the entire 
state was invaluable. He guided Land through the complex-
ities of creating and supervising a large organization of vol-
unteers.  Cochran convinced Land that he needed to create a 
representative governing body to supervise and audit his ef-
forts.  Cochran then became the first Grand Master Council-
or of the Grand Council of the Order of DeMolay and served 
in that position until his death in 1928.

With the Grand Council in place, programs to support 
DeMolay Chapters across the country began to develop.  The 
Representative DeMolay Award was created to honor exem-
plary young men who were well-rounded in their work, stud-
ies, and service to their Brothers. A series of Merit Bars were 
created to recognize achievement and service by members of 
all of the chapters. The first national magazine, The DeMolay 
Councilor, began publication.  The first Leadership Training 
Camp was held in Bear Lake, CO, in 1924.  By the end of that 
year, the annual reports showed a membership of 114,798 
young men in 1,171 Chapters.   

The Order of DeMolay’s rapid growth had caused the of-
fices to move out of the Scottish Rite to rented space down-
town, but by January of 1928 Land had arranged for a bond 
to finance the $60,000 purchase and renovation of a palatial 
doctor’s mansion at 201 East Armour Boulevard to become 
the permanent home of the order. This was to serve the order 
for the next 30 years. 

LOSSES  OF  CONSEQUENCE
Land suffered several losses over the years. Frank Marshall 

had a heart attack at the White House just as he was about to 
greet President Herbert Hoover in 1931. He died shortly after 
he returned home.  He was 65 years old and had been both 
a friend and a father figure to Land.  The Depression hit the 

The palatial doctor’s mansion renovated to serve as DeMolay 
headquarters for 30 years. (1928-58)
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Order of DeMolay with nearly a 50% loss of members, and 
income for the Grand Council.  The older DeMolay members 
had to work extra jobs to help their families and could not af-
ford the annual dues. The age for membership was lowered to 
15 to mitigate some of the loss.  In 1942, thousands of DeMo-
lays enlisted or were drafted into military service in World 
War II.  By September of that year, Land realized they were in 
for another catastrophic loss of members, so he encouraged 
every chapter to reach into Junior High Schools and accept 
14-year-olds for membership. That was a huge paradigm 
shift, and he asked the older members to not only embrace 
but also to mentor their younger Brothers and help them to 
succeed in leading DeMolay.  

In July of 1943, Lower, the first DeMolay, was killed by an 
intoxicated security officer who was attempting to direct traf-
fic.  Lower, known for confronting issues directly, exited his 
vehicle and attempted to ascertain what was wrong.  The offi-
cer took offense to his reaching out to inspect his badge, and 
drew his revolver and shot him directly in the chest. Lower 
died within 15 minutes. The man pleaded guilty, was sen-
tenced to 15 years, but was out on parole after serving only 
three years. At the time of his death Lower was the Director 
of the Municipal Auditorium and a well know public servant 
who had taken on the Pendergast political machine in lo-
cal politics.  His future in government and civic service was 
said to have been very bright.  The shock to Land and to the 
DeMolay program was traumatic.  Louis was popular every-
where he went. To the members and advisors of the Order, 
he was the assumed successor to Frank Land as the spiritual 
leader of the Order.  To Frank and Nell Land, he was the child 
they never had.

POST-WAR SUCCESSES
In the years following  World War II, the Order of DeMolay 

grew alongside the Masonic fraternity, and the optimism of 
the country was mirrored in the work of the Grand Council.  
The DeMolay Foundation, Inc. was started in 1948 to develop 
long-term fiscal stability.  Also, as the culmination of a ten-
year fundraising effort by the Order of DeMolay, on February 
22nd, 1950, Harry S. Truman formally presented the bronze 
statue of George Washington presiding over his Lodge that 
stands in the rotunda of the George Washington Masonic Na-
tional Memorial at Alexandria, VA.  

On March 23, 1958, the Order of DeMolay moved into its 
new home at 201 East Armour Boulevard.  A clever financing 
deal had DeMolay build the four-story structure and pur-
chase extra land for parking. The Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany leased the first three floors, and their rent paid off the 
mortgage over 25 years, with DeMolay occupying the fourth 
floor at no cost.  Dad Land’s office from the building that had 
been on the site was reconstructed in the new structure.

BEGINNING A NEW ERA
Frank Land died on November 8, 1959. Six months prior 

to that date, he reported at the Annual Session of the Inter-
national  Supreme Council that the Order of DeMolay had 
initiated 39,516 new members and reinstated 33 Chapters to 

bring the total membership to 135,039, just a few hundred 
below the best single-year total ever, with 2097 Chapters 
in 14 countries around the world. The Order of DeMolay 
mourned his death, and the Supreme Council held a some-
what contentious closed special session to try to figure out 
how to replace him.  

In truth, it is impossible to replace a founder of any orga-
nization.  Whenever the DeMolay Supreme Council was slow 
or resistant to change anything over the next 25 years the 
headquarters staff ’s inside joke was that “Frank Land went 
home from work on November 7 and said, ‘Don’t change 
anything until I come back.’” But changes did come, and the 
Order did continue to grow all the way into the early 1970s.  
Contemporary programs were created to interest a new gen-
eration of young men who had grown up with a sense of 
individuality.  An Enviro Act program promoted a healthy 
environment with tree plantings and recycling drives. The 
Cordon enjoyed 18 years of continuous monthly publication. 
Several professionally produced 16mm films were created 
to help promote membership. Unique fun activities such as 
marathons of all types created friendly competition between 
Chapters across the country. Leadership training conferences 
were established in multiple locations and became known as 
DeMolay’s best training program. 

THE DeMOLAY CONGRESS
The first International DeMolay Congress, a gathering of 

youth leaders from all jurisdictions, was held on March 30-
31, 1968.  Since then, some of the finest young men DeMolay 
has produced have served as International Master Council-
or or International Congress Secretary.  Their duties change 
from year to year, but in general the IMC has been the face 
of the Order, speaking at national and international Mason-
ic and DeMolay gatherings, while the Congress Secretary 
has organized the Congress committees and meetings of 
the delegates.  DeMolay leaders had been attending the an-
nual sessions of the Supreme Council off and on since 1950, 
acting as personal pages to run errands for their executive 
officers.  They were also able to suggest ideas for the order, 
working through the adults.  The Congress finally gave them 
a full voice and vote in their own body to provide direct input 
to the men of the Supreme Council.  George A. Newberry, 
Sovereign Grand Commander of the Northern Masonic Ju-
risdiction, became an early champion of the Congress pro-
gram, not just providing lip-service but by actively advising 
and talking with the young men. He saw to it that continuous 
funding for the Congress  was provided by the Scottish Rite 
each year, and it continues to this day.

F IFT IETH ANNIVERSAY
During the 50th Anniversary Celebration there were more 

than 169,000 active members on the rolls.  DeMolay cele-
brated its influence in government, industry, entertainment, 
news media, and the Masonic family by proclaiming some of 
its most famous members at the time:  Walter Cronkite, Chet 
Huntley, Elmer Lower, Walt Disney, John Wayne, Gary Col-
lins, Bob Cummings, Fred MacMurray, Bob Mathias, Alvin 
Dark, Val Petersen, Lt. Gen. Herman Nickerson, and 
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Gen. John McConnell, among others.  New logos and pro-
motional materials were created, billboards erected, radio 
spot announcements circulated, and DeMolay even had a 
crown-shaped float in the Rose Bowl Parade.  Five chartered 
airplanes brought members and advisors on a pilgrimage to 
Paris, France, to Isle de la Cite, in the shadow of the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame to the site of Jacques DeMolay’s martyrdom.  
Hundreds of DeMolays and Advisors participated in an ex-
perience of a lifetime that included a Grand European tour 
by bus.

A BRAVE NEW WORLD
The next 50 years were difficult for the Order of DeMolay.  

Paralleling the Masonic fraternity, membership has steadily 
declined. The challenges of running an organization with 
diminishing revenues and mounting costs were difficult to 
address.  By the end of the 1970s the order was facing a finan-
cial crisis. Major staff cuts were essential.  Computerization 
of records and processes helped to reduce personnel.  Pro-
grams run from the national office were turned over to the 
local jurisdictions for administration.  In 1984, it was neces-
sary to vacate the headquarters building at 201 East Armour 
Boulevard.  A new building called the DeMolay Service and 
Leadership Center was constructed in Executive Hills by the 
airport, and was dedicated in November 1986.  DeMolay’s 
adult leadership culture had to change, like all youth-serv-
ing organizations, when they ushered in an intense program 
of adult screening, education, risk management and the as-
surance of a safe environment for all DeMolay members and 
guests.   

By the time of the 75th Anniversary in 1994, membership 
had declined to 30,000 in 1,000 Chapters in ten countries 
throughout the world, but the program continued to enjoy 
Masonic support and the testimonies of thousands of young 
men who knew they were experiencing something that 
schools, churches, and sports organizations generally could 
not give them—moral leadership and service learning oppor-
tunities. DeMolay became a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation 
in the eyes of the Internal Revenue Service, and this status 
extended to all subordinate Chapters and appendant organi-
zations.  

DeMolay’s rapid growth and expansion around the world 
is an incredible story.  In South America, DeMolay has ex-
panded to Argentina, Aruba, Bolivia, Paraguay, Perú, and 
Uruguay.  In Europe, DeMolay is growing in Italy, Romania, 
the Adriatics, France and Germany.  Other locations include 
Japan and Baja California. Independent Supreme Councils 

exist in Australia, Brazil, Canada and the Philippines. Brazil, 
in particular, has grown since 1979 to be as big or bigger than 
its North American forebears.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
DeMolay’s Centennial is upon us, and the plans for cele-

bration are simpler than the 50th Anniversary.  A pilgrimage 
to the site of Jacques DeMolay’s execution brought a small 
delegation in March of this year. At the Annual DeMolay 
Congress and Supreme Council Session in Kansas City, MO 
there will be ritual competitions and an exemplification of 
the Degree of Knighthood, and a Majority Service for all who 
never experienced one. The DeMolay Hall of Fame Banquet 
will celebrate all of the inductees of the past.  Weekly Centen-
nial Celebration Moment papers have been posted on www.
demolay.org telling some of the lesser known history of the 
Order and posing several questions which can be used for 
discussion at Chapter meetings. A Centennial Courtyard 
has been constructed at the Service and Leadership Center 
as a fundraising program that was generously supported by 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and many other Masonic 
bodies and individuals.

SCOTTISH RITE  AND DeMOLAY
One true thing about Masonic support for the Order of 

DeMolay is that it was all started with the  Scottish Rite and 
it continues to exist because of the generosity of Scottish Rite 
Masons.  The Scottish Rite has benefited from at least four 
Senior DeMolays serving as Sovereign Grand Commander.  
In the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, Walter E. Webber of 
Rhode Island DeMolay, John William McNaughton of Indi-
ana DeMolay and David A. Glattly of New Jersey DeMolay 
were all active members in their teens.  A number of Active 
and Honorary Members of the Scottish Rite Supreme Coun-
cil are also Senior DeMolays.  In the Southern Jurisdiction, 
the current Sovereign Grand Commander, Ronald A. Seale, 
is a Senior DeMolay from Louisiana and several SGIG’s also 
have a DeMolay pedigree.

A CALL  TO ACT ION
The principles incorporated into the ritualistic ceremonies 

by Frank Land and Frank Marshall 100 years ago are timeless 
life-lessons that are still valid, and guiding the thoughts and 
actions of tens of thousands of members and Senior members 
to this day.  The leadership experiences gained in DeMolay 
have not diminished. They are, in some ways, even more es-
sential, and more valuable today than ever before.  

DeMolay cannot exist without Masonic sponsorship and 
adult leadership.  Its program is so Masonic in character 
that its support is a perfect fit for Masons, and especially the 
Scottish Rite.  Its core values are taught through degrees and 
drama, and it is a youth fraternity that tries to care for its 
members. Grand Commander Glattly’s establishment of the 
DeMolay Grand Almoner’s Fund, and placing its control in 
the hands of the Congress Officers will help to ensure that 
care.  The Order of DeMolay and the Ancient Accepted Scot-
tish Rite are a perfect match.  Does your Valley sponsor a 
chapter?

“Through my experience with DeMolay, 
I found friendship, learned teamwork, 
and honed the basic tools needed for all 
my Masonic and personal endeavors; 
confidence, self-esteem, moral charac-
ter, integrity, and leadership.”

 Ronald A. Seale



Monica Glattly

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

https://scottishritenmj.org/whiteflowersociety


Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Learn more & sign up for the 
White Flower Society today by going to:

WhiteFlowerSociety.org

The White Flower Society is a fund developed 

through the vision of First Lady, Ms. Monica Glattly, 

dedicated to helping Masonic widows in need. 

Women form strong bonds of friendship and 

support through Freemasonry, and this fund will 

assist those who are particularly vulnerable and in 

need of support.

As a thank you for joining, you will receive a White 

Flower Brooch and Lapel Pin to remind you of that 

unbreakable bond of support we share.

To join this incredible movement, commit to giving 

a one-time gift of $5,000, pledge an annual gift of 

$1,000, or donate $83.33 a month over five years.

First Lady Ms. Monica Glattly awarded the first 
official Brooch and pin to Judy McNaughton.

Your Gift Means the World!

https://scottishritenmj.org/whiteflowersociety
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COLLECTANEA CLOSE-UP 
From the Museum & Library

Masons on the March

In the coming months Masons in cities across the United States will gather for parades, both big and small, 
celebrating and commemorating civic achievements, holidays, religious festivals, and war remembranc-
es. These parades, though different in theme or cause, will include all the pageantry you would expect in a 
parade—bands, floats, street vendors, spectators—and evoke, for some, nostalgic memories of childhood, 

family, and past holiday celebrations.  The Museum & Library owns a variety of material related to parades. Be-
low are some highlights from past parades.   

On a warm summer day in July of 1931, spectators gathered to watch thousands of Shriners parade through the 
streets of Cleveland, OH. The Shriners, gathered for their 59th annual National Convention, wore “parade patrol” uni-

forms, played instruments, and rode atop elephants and decorated floats. Thir-
ty-three of the 157 temples in North America 
participated with 50 marching bands. Local 
newspapers touted the parade, one of many 
events taking place during the convention, 
as the “world’s greatest spectacle.” This as-
tounding parade was part of a long-standing 
Shriner tradition that continues today.  The 
pictured golden brown Shriner jacket—in 
the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library 
collection—is one example of the type of uni-
forms Shriners used in similar parades in the 
early to mid-1900s. 

Detroit Moslem Patrol marching in Shriner parade in Cleveland, OH, 1931. National Photo and News Service, Cleveland, OH. 
Museum Purchase through the generosity of the Harvey B. Leggee Collection of Shrine and Fraternal Material. 

Shrine Parade Jacket, 1920-60. United States. 
Special Acquisitions Fund. 
Photograph: David Bohl.
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An equally impressive, though slightly smaller scene, 
took place in Medford, MA, just one year earlier. On Sep-
tember 28, 1930, thousands gathered to both watch and 
march in the Medford tercentenary parade. Local civic 
groups, fraternal and patriotic societies and bands, in-
cluding the Medford Order of DeMolay band, marched 
with an estimated 9,000 participants. This bass drum, 
manufactured by the Thompson & Odell Company in 
Boston, belonged to the Medford group and would have 
been used in parades and celebrations such as this one. 
Many towns in New England celebrated their tercentena-
ry anniversaries, as well as the 300th anniversary of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, with parades, concerts, and 
exhibitions in the early 1930s. 

In nearby New Hampshire, al-
most 30 years later, Masons of all 
stripes—Knights Templar, Shriners, 
and Brethren from local lodges—
marched in the 1953 Keene Bicen-
tennial parade. The Fourth of July 
Bicentennial Parade, the largest 
parade held in the city’s history, 
was part of a week-long celebration 
marking Keene’s 200th year under its New Hampshire 
charter. Some 100,000 people attended “the grandest pa-
rade” in Southeastern New Hampshire, which featured 
marching units, elaborate floats, and 28 musical organi-
zations. 

These parades, and the many items used in them, illus-
trate Masons’ long-standing involvement in the Amer-
ican parading tradition. Participating in the parades al-
lowed Masons to share their history and activities while 
celebrating their country, town, or cultural heritage. 

Do you have photographs or items from parades you 
have participated in or attended? We want to hear from 
you! Send information, comments, or questions to: 

Ymelda Rivera Laxton, Assistant Curator 

ylaxton@srmml.org

To see more parade items from the Museum & Library 
collection please visit our website at: 

srmml.com/collections

Ymelda Rivera Laxton

Order of DeMolay Bass Drum, ca. 1930. 
Thompson & Odell Co., Boston, MA. 

Gift of the Medford Council of Royal and Select Masters.

Masonic Parade Entry, 1953. Keene, NH. Museum Purchase.
Photograph: David Bohl.

mailto:ylaxton@srmml.org
https://www.srmml.org/collections
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     Q 
   & 
A

 

:Tell me a little about your background: your school, your major, hobbies, etc.
Ms. Flamm: I am a sophomore at Montana State University in Bozeman, MT, majoring in Fish and Wildlife 
Management and, since I started this campaign, I added a small business and entrepreneurship minor. I vol-
unteer in Yellowstone National Park with the wolf biologists and enjoy hiking and fishing. I am also the secre-
tary for the MSU Wildlife Society.

: Which assembly do you belong to? What offices have you held or hold?
Ms. Flamm: I am a member of Hardin Assembly #33 in Montana. I am a past Miss Montana Rainbow Service, Grand 
Cross, and Grand Officer. I am currently the Grand Worthy Associate Advisor and will be Grand Worthy Advisor for 
Montana this coming June.

: Your project – “She’s a Rainbow Girl” – how did that come about? 
Ms. Flamm: I took a Photography class at Montana State University to fulfill the art credit for my degree. For our final 
project, we could do whatever we wanted, but it had to be meaningful to us. I chose to do a membership campaign for 
my Assembly. Our numbers had gotten low and we were having a hard time connecting with the girls in our commu-
nity. I saw a Disney commercial featuring a girls’ soccer team playing in princess costumes. It got me thinking about 
Rainbow, and our formals, so I came up with “She’s a Rainbow Girl” to show how we may wear formals but we do a lot 
of other things too. 

: Is this just for your Assembly?
Ms. Flamm: The campaign started out as just my assembly but after my first few posts on Facebook, there was a lot 
of interest from other assemblies. The first post reached over 500 people. Since then I have expanded the campaign to 
any assembly/state that would like to participate.

: How did you go about spreading the word?
Ms. Flamm: Mostly on social media platforms. I started an Instagram account for the campaign and some of the 
graphics are posted on my assembly’s Facebook. My Supreme Deputy also took my flyers to our Supreme conference 
and handed them out to states which helped it expand.

: What types of materials have you created? 
Ms. Flamm: So far there are flyers, social graphics, and postcards of the girls. The postcard was created as an alter-
native to a formal invitation or handing a potential member a flyer. It creates a more personal and memorable way to 
invite new members to events.
 

: Tell me about the National Photo Challenge.
Ms. Flamm: This is how I have expanded the campaign to other jurisdictions. I can’t travel to every Assembly that 
would like to participate and run the campaign as I did with my Assembly. Instead, I have assemblies pick from three 
packages, take their own pictures of their girls doing their favorite activity in a formal, and then send them to me. I 
edit and put the pictures into the “She’s a Rainbow Girl” format. All this information is in a booklet that also gives tips 
on how to come up with the ideas, how to take the pictures, and how to turn this campaign into a conversation about 
recruiting.

with Maddie Flamm
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: Are you doing this alone? Are you looking for help?
Ms. Flamm: I am doing the campaign by myself currently. When I started it last year, I never expected it to go beyond 
my assembly and now I am managing several state campaigns. Help would be very much appreciated. I am currently 
on a college kid’s budget and would love to start a website to make the campaign more accessible to assemblies. Also, 
as you can tell from the first question, business is very new to me and I would appreciate help in making sure I am 
doing everything correctly and as efficiently as possible. Youtube and Google can only get me so far. 

: How is it going? Have you seen results yet?
Ms. Flamm: It’s been going great. There are several states and assemblies in Montana that have joined. In Hardin, we 
are initiating nine new girls and the community has responded very well to the campaign. I have also been able to trav-
el to the Conference of Grand Masters and have met some really amazing people through this campaign. Personally, 
this campaign has introduced me to a new passion and new possibilities for what I want to do after I finish in college. 
This is still just the beginning so I am excited to see what happens next.

: Any final comments?

Ms. Flamm: This campaign has been a fun and exciting journey. I have learned so much not only about business but 
about our sponsoring orders. Through the campaign, I have made friends across the United States and learned more 
about Rainbow. I am so thankful for the opportunity to help other assemblies grow in their membership. I have also 
started an addition to “She’s a Rainbow Girl” campaign that showcases Rainbow alumni and all the amazing things 
they have accomplished. It’s called “She Was a Rainbow Girl.” If you know a Rainbow Alumni or a Rainbow Assembly 
that would like to participate in either campaign email me at shesarainbowgirl@gmail.com and check out my Insta-
gram page “She’s a Rainbow Girl.”

     Q 
   & 
A

Thank you Maddie

Photo courtesy of Maddie Flamm. Part of her campaign.

mailto:shesarainbowgirl@gmail.com
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SUPREME COUNCIL HONORS OUR VETERANS
by George T. Taylor, IV

You have heard that our Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. 
David A. Glattly, is “…just a DeMolay boy from Clifton, 
New Jersey,” and that he got his start in Freemasonry be-

cause of that experience. However, the Scottish Rite and Order of 
DeMolay have a long and storied history together that dates back 
to DeMolay’s founding. In other articles throughout this publica-
tion you will read more about the relationship of these two orga-
nizations and how many men have laid the foundation for and 
embraced this addition to our Masonic Family.  With more than 
10% of our current membership identifying as a Senior DeMolay, 
it was only fitting that the NMJ honor the occasion of the 100th 
Anniversary by joining with DeMolay International and declaring 
March DeMolay Month throughout the jurisdiction. As such, all 
of our Valleys were encouraged to host events that incorporated 
DeMolay chapters, members, and ceremonies into their spring 
schedules. Bringing DeMolay and Scottish Rite members together 
helps to solidify our commitment to our future. If we want Valleys 
with great leaders and if we want superb ritualists, DeMolay chap-
ters are where these men are developed.  

During Indiana’s most recent Council of Delibera-
tion meeting, Sovereign Grand Commander David 
A. Glattly, 33°, announced the creation of the Sam-

my Lee Davis Peace & Freedom Pin. It is an honor that each 
Valley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction can award to all 
Scottish Rite U.S. Armed Services and Uniformed Services 
veterans with an honorable discharge. The first recipient of 
this recognition was Sammy Lee Davis himself. 

The first jurisdiction-wide 
presentation of the Sammy Lee 
Davis Pin will be this Novem-
ber 2019, during Scottish Rite 
Month. Many Valleys currently 
host veteran recognition events, and this will serve to further display our commit-
ment and gratitude to these men, our Brothers. The award comes with a personal-
ized certificate and a lapel pin that can be proudly worn during any occasion. 

Said Grand Commander Glattly, “As you know, one of the Scottish Rite core 
values is service to country. It is highly fitting for the NMJ to have a formal way to 
recognize our veteran Brothers who bravely and faithfully upheld their duty to our 
nation. Men such as Bro. Davis served in our armed forces in the pursuit of peace 
and the hope of freedom. It is an honor for all of us — our entire Scottish Rite Broth-
erhood — to name this pin after Sammy Lee Davis.” 

Grand Commander Glattly recommends that the presentations be a truly special occasion. All state Deputies unan-
imously agreed and have requested each Active Member, Active Emeriti, and Deputies Representatives to make them-
selves available in person to present the awards at these events. 

DEMOLAY MONTH

Scottish Rite Valleys Honor Order of DeMolay Centennial

Grand Commander Glattly presents Bro. Davis with 
the first “Peace & Freedom Award.”



#28DaysofMasons: 
Celebrating Our 
Scottish Rite Brothers

In February 2019, we decid-
ed to have some fun and fea-
ture a Scottish Rite Brother 
each day of the month on 
our social media channels 
and on our website. When 
we reached out to you for 
submissions we didn’t know 
what to expect. Would we 
have to scramble to fill the 

month? Call in favors from friends?
 
We needn’t have worried. We were 
wonderfully overwhelmed with 
submissions, now totalling more 
than 860.
 
To make it fair, the 28 Brothers fea-
tured were chosen at random. But, 
the idea has been so well received, 
and is such a great way to cre-
ate connection between Brothers 
throughout the jurisdiction, we are 
building a place on the website to 
feature all who submitted a photo 
and a profile. Stay tuned for that. 
We will announce the launch as 
soon as we can. 

In the meantime, here are a few of 
your Brothers featured during 
#28DaysofMasons.Lincoln Vamos, of the Supreme Council Commu-

nications Office, randomly chooses names for the 
#28DaysofMasons program.

https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/28-days-of-masons-week-4-wrap-up


Member of the Valley of Allentown, PA

Kenneth George Rinear
Brother, Teacher, Leader, Enthusiast: FREEMASON

 “Freemasonry means honor, integrity, faith, humility, loyalty, 
patriotism, friendship, and family. It is all the best qualities 

found in the finest men. I reached my personal pinacle when I 
was installed as Commander-in-Chief of 

the Valley of Allentown.”

Member of the Valley of Altoona, PA

Kenneth Dwayne Kaufman
Paramedic, Firefighter, Musician, Runner, FREEMASON

  “Joining Freemasonry has been an amazing journey, 
reaching beyond my wildest dreams. I have lifelong 

friends (Brothers) that I know will be there for me 
anytime I am in need. It has also given me a sense of 

pride knowing that I am part of one of the largest 
philanthropic groups in the world.”

Member of the Valley of New York City, NY

Clifford Thomas Jacobs
Producer, Director, FREEMASON

“I am a work in progress, as both a man and a Mason. Life 
is more about the journey and less about the destination. 
Freemasonry has provided me with the map that I needed 
to navigate my journey.”

#28DaysofMasons

#28DaysofMasons

#28DaysofMasons
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TCH
THE CHILDREN'S HOUR

   A T    T H E   H O U S E   O F     T H E     T E M P L E

J  anuary 12, 2019, was the grand 
opening of The Children’s Hour 

at the House of the Temple. It is an 
outreach program to the neighbor-
hood surrounding the Scottish Rite 
historic headquarters. The Atrium 
was transformed to make it as in-
viting to a child and as childproof 
as possible. The marble floor was 
covered with 115 squares of color-
ful rubber flooring that fit together 
like a giant puzzle. Helium balloons 
were tied to the lights making ev-
erything look like a big party.

For the first show there was the 
children’s entertainer Oh Susannah! 
Show time was scheduled at 10:00 
am, and even with snow in the fore-
cast there was a great turnout. More 
than 70 parents with their toddlers 
came to the show; one woman even 
rode up on bike with her child on 
the back in his bike seat. The capac-
ity is 100, and that was reached for 
the February show.

The Children’s Hour will be held 
on the second Saturday of each 
month

with different performers for each 
show. If you’re in Washington, 
DC, with small children, please 
come share the fun. The interactive 
shows should last about 45 minutes. 
Watching Oh Susannah!, the chil-
dren were dancing, jumping, and 
singing, and the ones who could not 
walk yet were moving to the music. 
For more information you can visit 
the Supreme Council website at 
scottishrite.org.

Attendees of the first Children’s Hour 
show of 2019 listen to Oh Susannah! in 

the House of the Temple Atrium.

F  or the past 97 years, Texas Scot-
tish Rite Hospital for Children 

has been giving children back their 
childhood. After nearly a centu-
ry at the same Dallas location, the 
hospital has taken historic steps to 
expand its presence in North Tex-

as by opening a 
second facility 
in Frisco, TX.

After polio 
was eradicated 
in the 1950s, 
the hospital ex-
panded its ser-
vices to include 
six centers for 

excellence in children’s orthopedics: 
spine, hand, foot, hip, limb length-
ening, and sports medicine. Octo-
ber 25 marked the ribbon cutting 
and grand opening celebration of 
Scottish Rite for Children. Grand 
Commander Ronald A. Seale, 33°, 

Grand Executive Director Bill Size-
more, 33°, community leaders, city 
officials, and friends joined hospital 
staff and patients for this milestone 
occasion. 

After years of planning and 
two years of construction, the 
long-awaited Scottish Rite for 
Children Frisco campus has ar-
rived. This historic endeavor will 
allow Scottish Rite Hospital and 
Scottish Rite Masons to continue 
making a difference in the lives of 
children throughout the region and 
the world.

Scottish Rite for Children Orthopedic and 
Sports Medicine Center Opens in Frisco, Texas

Grand Commander Ronald A. Seale, 33°, and Grand Executive 
Director Bill Sizemore, 33°, joined Scottish Rite Hospital trustees 
and staff at the grand opening of the Scottish Rite Hospital.

https://scottishrite.org/media-publications/scottish-rite-journal/the-scottish-rite-journal/
http://www.scottishrite.org
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BROTHERS ON THE NET

Leigh E. Morris, 33o

5G, IoT, 
cybersecurity 
and you 

Unless you are living way, way off the grid, you 
are aware of breathless reports concerning the 

coming new age of 5G wireless technology.  

This new generation of wireless promises to pro-
vide the speed and capacity needed for the “Internet 
of Things” to reach its full potential. In other words, 5G 
eventually will connect everything that can be connect-
ed. At least that’s the promise. 

Now we’re not simply talking about smart household 
gizmos. The new 5G will have the potential to drive in-
formation systems, food services, warehouses, and even 
factory assembly lines. 

Some predict 5G will usher in the age of autonomous 
vehicles. On the other hand, a good many transporta-
tion experts say the idea of 5G dependent self-driving 
vehicles is at best far in the future. All wireless systems, 
including 5G, can and will continue to experience ser-
vice failures. Furthermore, it will be years before 5G is 
available everywhere. Not even 4G LTE is available ev-
erywhere. 

Of more immediate interest to most consumers is 
the promise 5G will eventually provide incredibly fast 
speeds that will completely transform the ways smart-
phones can be used.  

However, before you go out to buy a 5G phone, few 
will be able to access a 5G network this year. And if one is 
able to access a 5G network, there’s an excellent chance 
the full potential of 5G will not be realized. 

Before considering a 5G phone, keep in mind that 
there are two ways to deliver 5G, but many phones will 
not be designed to access both delivery systems. The 
good news is that 5G phones will be able to use existing 
cell networks. In time, most if not all cell carriers will 
utilize both delivery systems, meaning that it will make 
no difference whether your 5G phone can access one or 
both.  

Some Android 5G smartphones will be on the mar-
ket this year. Apple is not expected to release a 5G phone 
until next year. As noted, there is no real need to get a 5G 
phone anytime soon, unless you simply must have the 
latest technology. Keep in mind that your present phone 
will continue to work. 

However, as our brethren in Great Britain might say, 
all is not beer and skittles when it comes to the Internet 
of Things (IoT). Various cybersecurity experts warn of 
eventual havoc unless immediate steps are taken to sig-
nificantly strengthen cybersecurity. 

“The IoT will also stand for the Internet of Threats 
unless we put in place appropriate cybersecurity safe-
guards,” Senator Edward J. Markey (D., MA.) warned. 
“With as many as 50 billion IoT devices projected to be 

in our pockets and homes by 2020, 
cybersecurity will continue to pose 
a direct threat to economic pros-
perity, privacy, and our nation’s se-
curity.” 

Markey and Rep. Ted W. Lieu 
(D., CA) introduced the Cyber 
Shield Act, which is patterned af-
ter the voluntary Energy Star home 
and business energy efficiency program. 

The Cyber Shield Act would create a voluntary cyber 
and data security certification program. The initiative 
is intended to help users identify products and systems 
that meet Cyber Shield security standards. 

In part, the massive DDoS (distributed denial of ser-
vice) attack of October 2016 prompted Markey and Lieu 
to introduce the Cyber Security Act. In a DDoS, the vic-
tim is flooded with cyber traffic from multiple sources. 
The 2016 DDoS attack brought some of the largest tech 
companies to their knees.  

It also served as an omen of what may await us if the 
IoT continues to expand absent effective cybersecuri-
ty measures. And make no mistake about it – the IoT is 
expanding even as you read these words. Consider just 
a few aspects of IoT: automobiles, home and business 
security systems, children’s toys, baby monitors, appli-
ances, drones, farm equipment, and much, much more. 
There was even an internet-connected juicer. 

Unfortunately, many IoT devices lack adequate cy-
bersecurity. This is compounded by consumers who fail 
to appreciate the potential threat posed by IoT devices 
such as baby monitors and home security systems.  

Security is further compromised by devices that real-
ly do not need to be internet-connected. Refrigerators, 
washing machines and convection ovens come to mind. 

Markey and Lieu introduced their Cyber Shield Act in 
October of 2017. It has gone nowhere. Public Knowledge 
(www.publicknowledge.org) and others have taken up 
the cause. Our neighbor to the north and the European 
Union are now considering initiatives similar to Cyber 
Shield. Some states are looking at cyber security, as well. 

At some point, something along the lines of Cyber 
Shield will be adopted in the United States. Will it take 
another major and perhaps devastating DDoS to make 
it happen? 

Learn as much as you can about this issue. Let your 
senator and congressman know how you feel. And be 
careful about the internet-connected items you put in 
your home or office.

If you have specific questions or just want to make 
a comment, send them to me at cpstlrr@gmail.com 
and I will reply as promptly as possible.

http://www.publicknowledge.org
mailto:cpstlrr%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Valley of Aroostook.

NH
A meeting in the Granite State.
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Valley of Vermont.

MA
A nice group of GM’s and PGM’s of the 
NMJ supporting the Path Forward 
program.
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New dyslexia center opens.

CT
Sen. Blumenthal visits the CT dyslexia 
center.
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Celebrating DeMolay 100.
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Central NJ Champagne Brunch for the 
dyslexia centers.
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Bro. Harry Caspersen, of the Valley of 
Erie, is featured on the front page of the 
North East News-Journal.
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Piping in the Firelands Charter.

MI
A hidden gem at Bay City.

IN
Deputies Representatives.
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At the Valley of Peoria.

WI
Ill. Walter Wheeler, 33o, at 
Bethel Lodge No. 358, F&AM - 
Sault Ste Marie, MI.
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BOOK NOOK

Freemasonry 
and a View of 
the Perennial
World Philosophy

by: Gary L. Heinmiller 
Caleb W. Haines, review

T o all Brethren who are seeking greater personal in-
sight into the significance of our craft ritual, sym-
bolism and history, I wholeheartedly recommend 

Bro. Heinmiller’s work Freemasonry and a View of the Pe-
rennial World Philosophy. Why? Although it is not meant 
to be read front to back, and the field of subjects this work 
covers is ever expansive, Heinmiller’s arrangement is 
remarkably cohesive, humble, erudite, and poetic. Full 
of information and written from the heart, it makes for 
a good daily read in its digital format. This is especially 
convenient, as the work’s trajectory is able to be contem-
plated and interpreted in incalculable ways. Whether one 
is inclined to research Masonic conduct or philosophy, 
geometry, the five senses, ritual, history, math, or semi-
otics, this is a great addition to any blue lodge or person-
al library. Like the title, the work has a timeless and pe-
rennial feel and reads more like a living philosophy than 
a novel; It seems the author intends for this work to be 
visited, read, revised, deliberated upon and read again. 
In other words, it is more like a reflection and practice 
of Freemasonry and what it means to be a Mason than a 
textbook exclusively filled with exercises, illustration and 
short papers.
       In turn, it is difficult to summarize a work of such di-
mension. I can only honestly say that the work resonated 
with me and gave me a sense of satisfaction upon read-
ing. Furthermore, this was certainly the result of a con-
templative effort; discussion and meditation of the mate-
rial contained therein in a tiled blue lodge forum would 
prove interesting. As a caveat, the work may confuse the 
reader who has not taken initiatives to study other Ma-
sonic works and especially his own craft rituals, but it is 
equally a catalyst of why it is important to do so. And it is 
accessible despite some of the complexity of the subject 
matter.
    In conclusion, the well ordered writing, imagery, foot-
notes, poetry, addenda and explications are a results of 
the 30-plus years of Masonic experience backing Hein-
miller’s work. Furthermore, as a practical work, it reveals 
some of the mechanics of our beautiful craft in both 
an operative and speculative way that compels further 
reading. It is equally exoteric and esoteric. Perhaps the 
only thing that could improve the work is to have a hard-
bound format for those averse to reading on devices, and 
further editing for future editions.

If you are interested, send an email to Mr. Heinmiller to 
request a PDF and give it a read.  
 
Available for purchase  upon request at the author’s 
email: garylheinmiller@gmail.com 

Level Steps
by: Jonti Marks
John A. Amarilios, review

Level Steps is a diminutive, imported paperback, 
not in content but in physical size, measuring a 
mere 6 inches by 4 inches, and a bit over ¼ of an 

inch thick. This makes it a perfect meditation tool, easy to 
pack away while traveling or for keeping by the bedside. 
The daily reinforcement and advancement of Masonic 
philosophy, if worked into a five-minute daily ritual will 
serve to reinvigorate and remind each of us of the exis-
tence of the light, even though we are often immersed in 
the darkness sometimes so unhappily  prevalent in our 
daily lives and vocations. 

The book draws upon a myriad of influential sources 
for its daily inspirations, which number 100. Quotes from 
Abraham Lincoln, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and George 
Washington, sit alongside excerpts from the various Ma-
sonic rituals which emanate presumably from the  UGLE, 
the Antient Charges,   as well as a number of other  Amer-
ican and  continental  philosophers, writers, poets, and 
Freemasons. 

As it has been often said, consistency is the key to 
breaking bad habits and forming good ones. Level Steps is 
a worthwhile tool for the seeker of light and wisdom,  and 
if he consistently works through each one of these bits of 
Masonic reason,  he will find he can accomplish this a tad 
over three times a year, which should enable him to ab-
sorb and make his own the invaluable concepts imparted 
herein.

Paperback
Kindle &

mailto:garylheinmiller%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.amazon.com/Macoys-Modern-Worshipful-Masters-Assistant/dp/0880531126/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Macoys+modern+worshipful+masters+assistant&qid=1556024554&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Steps-Daily-Meditations-Freemasons/dp/0993112765/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=level+steps&qid=1551904757&s=gateway&sr=8-1


               – May 2019      23

Macoy’s Modern Worshipful 
Master’s Assistant
Edited by: Michael A. Halleran
Joshua A. Irizarry, Ph.D., 32°, review

Michael A. Halleran, MWPGM of Kansas, ap-
proached his update of Robert Macoy’s ven-
erable Worshipful Master’s Assistant with a 

careful eye towards both the past and the future of Free-
masonry. Halleran’s editing style is not that of a developer 
who gleefully demolishes a beautiful old building to build 
a newer, cheaper one in its place. Rather, he works as a 
conservationist who carefully preserves the façade and 
structure of an historical landmark while modernizing 
the interior and the décor for future generations to use 
and enjoy. Halleran has gone to great lengths to keep 
as much of the structure of Macoy’s work in place while 
making the language accessible to contemporary readers 
and the content useful for today’s and tomorrow’s mas-
ters. It would be a mistake to dismiss Halleran’s edition as 
a mere paraphrasing of Macoy’s original, however. He has 
added materially to the text in the form of accessible and 
descriptive commentary and advice for lodge officers, 
which he supports with examples from Masonic scholar-
ship and jurisprudence, as well as his own considerable 
experience in the craft. He has also performed substan-
tial renovations, dramatically updating several chapters 
and an appendix of templates of important documents 
to reflect the needs and expectations of a modern, Inter-
net-connected membership. By the same token, several 
chapters present in the original – in particular, rituals 
for the constituting of new lodges and the public laying 
of cornerstones – have been removed entirely, in rec-
ognition of both the increased standardization of ritual 
throughout the American jurisdictions as well as Freema-
sonry’s steady contraction in size and diminished public 
role since Macoy’s time.

As a lodge officer in a progressive line, I took the most 
away from Halleran’s methodical examination of the 
many traditional duties, responsibilities, and prerogatives 
of a master and his officers, especially his suggestions for 
adapting and applying these roles to contemporary cir-
cumstances. In hands less capable than Halleran’s, these 
sections could have been mind-numbing: advice on busi-
ness agendas, balloting, and appointing committee mem-
bers are not what one ordinarily thinks of as “page-turn-
er” material. To Halleran’s great credit, however, I found 
myself genuinely excited about what I was reading. On 
more than one occasion, I shared with my Brother offi-
cers selections from the book that I found particularly 
relevant, cogent, or motivating. The book bills itself as an 
aide for masters, but if your lodge has a progressive line, 
it could be a prudent and timely gift to a newly-appointed 
Junior or Senior Deacon, who stands to benefit the most 
from a long-term perspective to their steadily-increasing 
role in the lodge leadership. Whatever your role, this is a 
valuable resource that belongs in the library of any lodge, 
and in the hands of any current or prospective master. It 
is a must-read.

Paperback

QUOTABLES

It’s never too late to become who you want to be. I hope you live 
a life that you’re proud of, and if you find that you’re not, I hope 
you have the strength to start over. 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald

There will come a time when you believe everything is finished; 
that will be the beginning. 

- Louis L’Amour

Breathe. Let go. And remind yourself that this very moment is the 
only one you know you have for sure. 

- Oprah Winfrey

Your present circumstances don’t determine where you can go. 
They merely determine where you start. 

- Nido Qubein

Don’t turn around. Don’t look back. Keep moving forward. Keep 
pushing. The pot of gold is at the end of the rainbow, not the be-
ginning.

- Ziad K. Abdelnour

The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you’ve got to put up 
with the rain.

- Dolly Parton

Trust your hunches. They’re usually based on facts filed away just 
below the conscious level.

- Dr. Joyce Brothers

Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions drown out your own in-
ner voice. And most importantly, have the courage to follow your 
heart and intuition. They somehow already know what you truly 
want to become. Everything else is secondary.

- Steve Jobs

Among the things you can give and still keep are your word, a 
smile, and a grateful heart.

- Zig Ziglar

https://www.amazon.com/Macoys-Modern-Worshipful-Masters-Assistant/dp/0880531126/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Macoys+modern+worshipful+masters+assistant&qid=1556024554&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.com/Macoys-Modern-Worshipful-Masters-Assistant/dp/0880531126/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1HX67K0E487TA&keywords=macoy%27s+worshipful+master%27s+assistant&qid=1551905026&s=gateway&sprefix=Macoy%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-3
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From the night shift to a 
good day’s sleep

Starting out on the night shift can 
leave a person with sleepless days 

and sluggish nights but, it can get 
better.  At the root of this dilemma is 
the disruption of the body’s circadian 
rhythm, the natural light-dark cycle 
that’s controlled by an internal body 
clock. The most significant threat of 
night shift work is that a continued 
lack of sleep diminishes reaction 
time, the ability to make decisions, 
process and remember information, 
and maintain awareness. These can 
cause preventable errors, accidents, 
and injuries--especially in high-risk 
situations. The good news is that 
with a few changes in the light-dark 
cycle and sleep schedule, a person’s 
circadian rhythm can be tailored to 
working a night shift. When that’s 
accomplished, the body is natural-
ly prepared to sleep during the day. 
The most critical phase in leaving a 
night shift is to minimize exposure to 
morning light. Wear dark sunglasses 
before walking outside, then contin-
ue to lessen as much exposure to light 
as possible before first going to sleep. 
The next step is to follow a consistent 
program of sleep. Rather than dosing 
throughout the day, schedule the best 
time to sleep as long and soundly as 
possible. Eventually, strict adherence 
to this schedule creates a new circa-
dian rhythm that enables the body to 
be alert through the night and sleep 
during the day. When it’s challenging 
to sleep long enough to feel rested, get 
up and stay up. Do not go back to bed 
in an hour or so in an attempt to fall 
asleep again. Instead, proceed with 
the normal daily routine. The next 
morning, when home from work, be 
sure to go to bed on time.  Eventually, 
patience will prevail. After a while, the 
body accumulates enough sleep debt 
that it will welcome a good day’s sleep.

The Adam’s apple: 
What it is; what it does

The Adam’s apple is the lump of 
cartilage that protrudes from the 

throat.
“Adam’s apple,” as described by Mer-
riam-Webster, is a derivative of a Latin 
term that translates into English as a 
pomegranate--an apple-sized fruit 
with red, dense flesh. The Adam’s 
apple serves no function other than 
to protect the larynx from injury, ac-
cording to MedicalNewsToday.com. 
Also known as the “laryngeal prom-
inence,” it is composed of cartilage, 
the muscular connective tissue that 
sustains the neck and other parts of 

the body. More commonly known as 
the voice box, the larynx is located at 
the front of the neck, where its vocal 
cords vibrate to produce the sounds of 
voice. Along with the mouth and nasal 
passages, it also protects the airways 
during swallowing. Although every 
person’s larynx grows during puberty, 
the girl’s doesn’t increase as much as a 
boy’s. As the larynx increases in size, it 
forces the Adam’s apple outward. As a 
result, men have more prominent Ad-
am’s apples than women. 
Some conditions, however, may cause 
swelling in a person’s Adam’s apple, 
larynx, or other areas of the neck that 
may indicate a more serious condi-
tion. Among these are laryngitis (in-
flammation of the larynx pharyngitis 
in the back of the throat), laryngeal, 
and thyroid cancer.
Treatment for an enlarged Adam’s 
apple varies according to the cause. 

These may require such medications 
as antibiotics or corticosteroids. If the 
diagnosis is cancerous, treatment can 
include surgery, radiation therapy, or 
chemotherapy. Surgery can either re-
duce or enlarge an Adam’s apple.
Increasing the size of an Adam’s apple 
is performed by transplanting car-
tilage from other areas of the body. 
Reducing excess cartilage from the 
area around the thyroid will make it 
smaller.

What to do when 
the first responder 
turns out to be you

You see a crash on a dark road. You 
witness a co-worker injured in a 

machine accident. These are cases 
when the first responder isn’t wear-
ing a uniform. The first responder is 
probably you. The first thing you may 
have to do is stop the bleeding. Heavy 
bleeding can drain out as much as 40 
percent of the body’s blood in just 4 
minutes, according to First Aid for 
Life. More than that is life threat-
ening, so it is crucial to work quick-
ly. 

Here is what you must do:

- Make sure you are safe first. Get 
out of the traffic lane. Turn off ma-
chinery. You have to be safe yourself 
to help the victim.

- Locate the wound and call for 
help. Calling for help and starting 
treatment should be done simultane-
ously if possible. So, find the wound 
while calling 911. Never remove a 
foreign object from a wound. The ob-
ject could be holding back bleeding.

- Use the cleanest cloth you have to 
apply direct pressure to the wound. 
Don’t use a wad of material since 
it reduces pressure on the wound. 
There will be bleed-through, but 
don’t remove the cloth. Add another 
layer of cloth while you keep applying 
pressure. Never lift the cloth to see if 
the bleeding has stopped. The key is 
direct, constant pressure. Do that un-
til emergency personnel arrive.

- Especially in cases of dramatic 
injuries far from help, a tourniquet 
might be required. Choose a sturdy 
length of material at least 1.5 inch-
es wide. Tie tight and knot about 
five inches above the wound. Get an 
object like a knife or stick and knot 
again around it. Twist to tighten. 
Leather belts might not work because 
they can’t be twisted tightly enough 
around the knife or stick (windlass). 
A shoelace may be too thin.

Asthma inhalers get smart

Your asthma inhaler is going on-
line. The US Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA) has approved 
the first inhaler that can measure 
how much and how well you use the 
inhaler -- and send the data to you 
and your doctor. The new inhaler 
is approved for use in people aged 
four years and older. According to 
Teva Pharmaceutical Industries, pa-
tients will download a mobile app 
that connects via bluetooth to the 
ProAir Digihaler. Sensors in the in-
haler will detect how often patients 
use the inhaler and how effectively 
they breathe in. That data is sent to 
the app. Patients can then share data 
with their doctor. The ProAir Digihal-
er contains albuterol sulfate powder 
for inhalation, helping to relax the 
patient’s airways so they can breathe 
easier. It also delivers a warmer, less 
forceful, longer-lasting spray that 
allows patients more time to inhale 
and provides a consistent dose of 
medicine when needed. Teva said its 
Digihaler would be available in 2019 
through a small number of programs 
but a national launch is planned for 
2020.
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OHIO VALLEYS COME TOGETHER FOR UNIQUE MEMBER EXPERIENCE

Every other year the six Valleys in Eastern Ohio come to-
gether for a degree weekend and fraternalism. The Valley 
of Canton hosts the event with members and visitors com-

ing from all over to witness the exemplification of various degrees. 
This year was particularly special as the Valley of Canton performed 
the Franken 14˚. After the publication of The Franken Manuscript, 
a few of the members decided they would get together and recreate 
the degree in its traditional form. “The benefit to doing this is there 
is no one alive that has seen this degree, so it is going to be perfect 
work,” said Valley of Canton Secretary, Ill. James Fidler 33˚. Other 
degrees were exemplified by teams from the Valleys of Youngstown, 
Cleveland, Akron, Cambridge, and Steubenville.

The cold January day started with coffee and dough-
nuts and the showing of the 4˚ to 38 candidates from the 
various Valleys. By 9:00 a.m. more than 400 Scottish Rite 
Masons from more than 20 Valleys, including a member 
from the Valley of Fayetteville, AR, came together for this 
great event. At the end Ill. George Seabeck, Secretary for 
the Valley of Akron and COD Secretary said, “There are a 
lot of logistics that go into putting on an event like this, but 
the experience for both the candidates and the members 
was well worth it.”

A couple weeks later, on the other side of Ohio, at the 
Dayton Masonic Center, the Valleys of Cincinnati, Colum-
bus, Dayton, and Toledo came together for another truly 
memorable experience. The day began with the showing of 
the current 4˚, and then the historic 4˚ for 29 Master Masons 
who were starting their Scottish Rite journey, then contin-
ued with degree exemplifications from the Valleys, includ-
ing a “modern” 8˚ written by Ill. PJ Roup (Pittsburgh). 

In honor of the 100th Anniversary of the founding of 
the Order of DeMolay, there was a component of DeMolay 
degree work that was included in the day’s schedule. While 
the morning Scottish Rite degrees were taking place, the 
Valley of Dayton also played host to the Ohio DeMolay State 
Ritual Competition. And, to add yet another level of excite-
ment to the day, the Valley of Dayton received the Letters 
Temporary for a DeMolay chapter at the Dayton Masonic 

Center. The groups combined to watch the Ohio DeMo-
lay State Officers perform the Initiatory Degree for the 
founding members of this new chapter. Said Valley of 
Dayton Secretary, Ill. J. Randy Clark, 33˚, “All told there 
were 475 Masons, DeMolays, Senior DeMolays, and 
DeMolay Advisors that came out for this fantastic day 
of Masonic Family support and Brotherhood.”

- George T. Taylor, IV
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A BROTHER’S VOICE
By Brothers across the organization

Dan W. Quinn and Vincent P. Bryan: Two “Brother Masons” United By Song

Bro. Dan W. Quinn was one of the first American singers to become popular in the new medi-
um of recorded music.  Quinn was a very successful recording artist whose career spanned 
from 1892 to 1918. Quinn recorded many of his hits in the legendary Tin Pan Alley, located 

on West 28th Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues in the Flower District of Manhattan.

He was a prominent member of Pyramid Lodge No. 490 
in New York City where he served as Worshipful Master in 
1914. He famously performed a song called “Brother Ma-
sons” to packed houses wherever he played.  A recording 
of this song can be found on Youtube. 

Quinn started his musical career singing in a church 
choir as a child and was “discovered” at one of those 
functions in 1892.

Quinn made his first recording in New York and quick-
ly gained success. It is interesting to note that he also as-
sisted Thomas Edison in his laboratory as Edison made 
modifications to his talking machine to make a singing 
machine as well. Edison was quite enamored by Quinn 
and described him as “the man with perfect voice.” (New 
York Sun obituary, November 7, 1938.)

He sang for all the major record labels of his day, in-
cluding Berliner, Columbia, Edison, Gramophone, Para-
mount, and Victor. Over his career, Quinn recorded many 
popular songs and cut an estimated 2,500 titles.

An early reference referring to Quinn as a Freemason 
was in the Masonic Standard, a New York City Masonic 
newspaper popular at the turn of the 20th Century on 
April 1, 1899. Bro. Dan W. Quinn and Bro. Carl Ander-
son of St. Cecile Lodge No. 568 are mentioned furnishing 
the evening’s entertainment. A few months later in July, 
Quinn was part of a choice musical program under the di-
rection of Bro. Leonard Spencer, an equally famous Free-
mason who, as musical producer, is best known for his 
popular recording of “Ta-ra-ra Boom-de-ay,” a famous 
vaudeville and music hall song. 

Quinn was especially a fan-favorite at Annual Recep-
tions finding over a dozen occasions to regale his admir-
ers with his humorous vaudeville and music hall song 
stylings. 

Among the many songs Bro. Quinn recorded over his 
lifetime, probably the most significant recording to Free-
masonry was his rendition of “Brother Masons.” Although 
it was recorded by other artists, most notably, Harry Bulg-
er; Quinn was a prominent  Freemason, and the song 
probably held a special meaning for him as he sang it be-
fore packed houses all over the country. 

“Brother Masons” is a uniquely Masonic song having 
also been written by Freemason Vincent P. Bryan (St. Ce-
cile No. 468). A prolific lyricist but, sadly,  dying just short 
of his 60th birthday, Bro. Bryan was perhaps the most tal-
ented of Charlie Chaplin’s collaborators. He joined Chap-
lin as a writer in 1915, when Chaplin was going through 
one of his temporary artistic ruts, helped him recover, and 
then assisted in producing some of the most remarkable 
films of Chaplin’s career in late 1915, 1916 and early 1917.  

In the 1903-09 production of “The Wizard of Oz” Bryan 
was called upon to introduce new songs in numerous re-
visions of the play, such as Nautical Nonsense (Hurrah for 
Baffin’s Bay!) with Theodore F. Morse.  He also directed, 
along with Hal Roach, three Harold Lloyd films in 1919.

Little information about Bryan’s Masonic participation 
in the fraternity is available but there was one “smoking 
gun” piece of evidence that directly linked Bro. Bryan to 
our gentle craft.  In “One Thousand Communications of 
St. Cecile Lodge No. 568, F. & A. M., Written and Arranged 
by Charles Miller Williams, Historian, St. Cecile Lodge 
No. 568, 1898- 1907” mention is made of Bryan’s partic-
ipation as a Freemason and performer at a lodge spon-
sored event.
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As for Bro. Bryan’s most 
famous Masonic song 
“Brother Masons,” Bro. 
Quinn first recorded it on 
November 10, 1905 with 
Victor Talking Machine 
Company, later to become 
RCA. He sung the song at 
many Masonic events as 
part of his repertiore to the 
delight of the many Breth-
ren in attendance. 

The song is a gentle 
self-deprecating but proud 
song told with humorous 
hyberbole, warts and all. 
In the first verse we learn 
about the founding of our 
order, that all Masons are 
equal, and each man must 
have good character or he 
cannot be made a Free-
mason. The second verse 
talks about our duty to each other and names two Ma-
sons (George Washington and Theodore Roosevelt,) both 
presidents who exemplified Masonic virtue.  

The third verse tells of the value of being a Mason, that 
wherever you go around the world, Brother Masons will 
help you in your time of need. Verse four relates an amus-
ing anecdote about a newly-minted Mason named Hiram 
Brown who runs into some trouble with goats at his ini-
tiation. This is obviously a Masonic pun, Hiram Brown is 
basically saying that the Billy goats, and by extension, the 
Masons (Hiram Abiff) ‘head butted’ Hiram as part of the 
initiation. By the way, there is a lodge called Kankakee 
in Illinois but its number is 389, not number 3 like in the 
song. Whether Bro. Bryan abbreviated the number 389 to 
make it fit the parameters of the song or if he made it up 
out of whole cloth is unknown.
The next verse continues the story of Hiram Brown’s ini-
tiation. He gets tossed about by the goats and the Ma-
sons throw ice water on him. The word consumption in 
the stanza means - a wasting disease, especially pulmo-
nary tuberculosis – which was quite prevalent at the time 
this song was written. He complains at his treatment by 
the Masons during this bit of hazing but his hazer’s are 
unsympathetic stating that you can’t be a Mason unless 
you’re made of stronger stuff.
“You cannot be a Mason, boy, unless you have the grippe.” 
This is a somewhat less obvious Masonic pun and plays 
on the word ‘grippe’ around the-turn-of-the-century; the 
Spanish flu or Influenza was sometimes called ‘la grippe.’ 
This flu had three waves in the United States and led to 
50 to 100 million deaths across the globe. One of the big 
problems with the disease was that it was highly virulent. 

So, maybe poor Hiram was 
justifiably nervous about 
shaking hands with other 
men, even Masons.
Next, we learn that Hiram 
Brown’s third degree was 
worse than the first two 
degrees combined but he 
manages to pass his final 
degree. There’s a little joke 
at the end of the verse stat-
ing that he’s a blue lodge 
Mason “cause they beat 
him black and blue,” a hu-
morous allusion that blu-
ish bruises from his ordeal 
are an outward badge of 
honor and a physical sign 
that he has passed his ini-
tiation.
The last three verses tell a 
story of a train heading for 
disaster; a railway bridge 

is washed away with a train full of Masons including the 
engineer. When all hope seems lost, the engineer makes 
the “Grand Hailing Sign of Distress” and two robbers 
“hold up” the train saving the passengers from imminent 
death. The song ends on a humorous note, specifying 
that the robbers were in fact also Masons, but still read-
ily responded to their Masonic vows thereby saving the 
train from destruction; that even a “Robber Mason,” will 
help another Mason when in trouble. I like this little bit 
of self-deprecating humor at the end as it reinforces that 
all Brother Masons, whether good or ill, will stand by you 
when you are in trouble.
Although no definitive research could be found to sup-
port the conclusion that Bros. Quinn and Bryan ever met 
in real life, it’s probably fair to say that each was at least 
aware of the other. They ran in the same circles with sim-
ilar vocations and had common friendships among the 
Brotherhood, and of course they had the song “Brother 
Masons” as a common touchstone. Bro. Dan W. Quinn 
was also a frequent visitor to St. Cecile Lodge No. 568, 
Bro. Vincent Bryan’s mother lodge, so they  probably sat 
in lodge together on more than one occasion.  Also, both 
Brothers were in attendance at the Grand Annual Enter-
tainment and Reception held at Lexington Opera House 
(Terrace Garden) on March 8, 1906. Granted, there were 
over three thousand attendees so they may have never ac-
tually bumped into each other, but since both were enter-
tainers, maybe they did. But whether they did or didn’t, in 
my mind they will always be “two Brother Masons united 
by a common song.”

Bro. Martin Bogardus is associate editor 
of the New Jersey Freemason

https://youtu.be/N4UhI_Xwo5Q
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Your gamer kid could make 
skills pay off

We usually work to limit our chil-
drens’ screen time, but what if 

that time spent on video games could 
actually earn your teen a college 
scholarship?

It’s true: geeks (or are they nerds?) 
can get sports scholarships, too. Or in 
this case, esports. Esports are live vid-
eo game competitions. According to 
ESPN, varsity collegiate esports began 
in 2014 when Robert Morris Univer-
sity announced a scholarship-spon-
sored League of Legends team.

Today, there is a national governing 
body called the National Association 
of Collegiate Esports (NACE) with 98 
varsity programs across the U.S. and 
Canada, according to a November 
2018 article in The New York Times 
which added that NACE’s executive 
director said the organization had 
helped to facilitate $16 million in 
scholarships the previous two years. 
And according to a story in The Wash-
ington Post’s “On Parenting” section, 
there’s even talk of adding esports as 
a “demonstration sport” in the 2024 
Olympics. There’s also a pro circuit, 
where players compete in front of 
hundreds or thousands of fans. The 
Washington Post article says pro 
games are broadcast on video chan-
nels, including YouTube Gaming and 
Twitch, and even televised on ESPN 
and DisneyXD. Professional gamers 
can compete for multi-million dollar 
prizes, and The Washington Post arti-
cle said conservative estimates proj-
ect the global esports market to be a 
$1.5 billion industry by 2020.

Family-friendly board games 
to go big into AR

Fun for the family or parties, the fa-
vorite drawing game Pictionary is 

going high tech this year. In June, Mat-
tel is expected to introduce an Aug-
mented Reality version of the popular 
game. Once, earthlings used paper to 
draw pictures as clues for people to 
guess a secret word. With the AR ver-
sion, as you might expect, the paper 
is gone. Instead, players use a wand 
to draw in the air and the image ap-
pears on their phone, tablet or smart 
TV screen.
And, no, the player drawing in the 
air can’t see what they are drawing, 
which judging by most Pictionary 
games, won’t make hints any worse 
than they are on paper. Many AR 
games are already on the market for 
mobile phones but this is one of the 
few aimed at the family/party group 
market where being in the same room 
with other gamers is important.  

According to Cnet.com, we will soon 
be seeing AR versions of Clue, The 
Game of Life, and others.

Families connect at 
home meetings 

Busy family members can meet up 
and speak up at special weekly 

meetings.
According to Aha! Parenting, family 
meetings help kids to feel more im-
portant within the family. They also 
give everyone the chance to talk about 
their triumphs, disagreements, sched-
ules, or any other topic of concern that 
they want to bring to the table. Mean-
while, everyone else has the chance to 
listen. Try to schedule the meeting at 
the same time every week so everyone 
can plan to be free. Plan a fun snack 
to lure the reluctant and to keep the 
mood relaxed. Be sure everyone in the 
house is invited -- even the little ones. 
Adults should plan to discuss sched-
ules, school dates, appointments, hol-
iday plans, and news of the week. Kids 
can fill in the schedules with upcom-
ing events. It’s a good way for parents 
to iron out transportation plans. De-
velop your own strategies for starting 
the meeting and keeping order. Move 
through the agenda and be on the 
lookout for any problems that seem to 
be festering under the surface.  

The importance of reading 
aloud to your children

Reading aloud to your children is a 
great way to entertain them and 

help them get to sleep, according 
to The New York Times. It can even 
help improve their behavior. Dr. Alan 
Mendelsohn, an associate professor 
of pediatrics at the New York Univer-
sity School of Medicine led a study of 
675 families with children that were 
tracked from birth to age 5. A random 
selection of 225 families received in-
tervention during their pediatric visits 
in which they were given books and 
toys. Parents were videotaped read-

ing to their children and then given 
coaching that encouraged them to 
read with them frequently at home. 
When the study looked at all of the 
children at ages 3 and 4, kids in the 
group that received the intervention 
were found to have significantly fewer 
problems with aggression and hyper-
activity. They were also found to have 
longer attention spans. The doctors 
leading the study believe that reading 
aloud also helps children to learn to 
use words to describe their feelings 
more easily, helping them to control 
anger and sadness. According to PBS 
Parents, it helps to start early with ba-
bies and read often throughout the 
week. Making it a part of a daily bed-
time routine is an excellent cue for 
both parent and child that it’s time to 
read. Although it can be tempting to 
rush through a book and turn out the 
lights, intentionally take time to ask 
questions, explain stories, and gener-
ally keep reading time interactive.

Choosing safe toys for eye 
and brain development

Electronic devices are kid magnets, 
but they aren’t always the best 

choice for development, doctors say. 
According to doctors of optometry, 
Kellye Knueppel and Mary Gregory, 
of the American Optometrics Associa-
tion, parents should try to avoid elec-
tronics in favor of more developmen-
tally beneficial toys. Many games and 
other applications on smartphones 
and tablets are likely to overstimulate 
the senses of developing children and 
don’t provide many opportunities for 
actual thinking and processing skills. 
For example, building toys are a great 
way for children to improve their eye-
hand coordination starting at around 
one year. They can begin with wood-
en blocks or Mega Bloks at that age, 
move to Lincoln Logs and TinkerToys 
at around three years, and then tackle 
more advanced toys such as LEGOS, 
erector sets and basic robotics as they 
are able over time. These toys also en-
courage creativity and allow children 
to experiment in imaginative ways. 
Toys that develop visual thinking are 
important because this skill is fun-
damental to school subjects such as 
math, reading, and spelling.Classic 
games such as Battleship encourage 
visual memory and sequencing while 
strategic board games like chess, 
checkers, and Chinese checkers pro-
mote visualization for future moves. 
Rounding out the list, puzzle-style 
games such as the Rubik’s Cube will 
add pattern recognition and visual 
discrimination into the mix.
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MORE THAN JUST BOOKS

 Jeffrey Croteau

DeMolay certificate issued to Robert Emmet Doyle, Jr., 1922. 
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Lexington, MA, 

Museum Purchase.

A DeMolay 
Certificate Signed 
by Two Presidents 

On October 14, 1922, a special ceremony 
took place in Washington, DC at the Scot-
tish Rite Southern Jurisdiction’s head-

quarters building, known as the House of the 
Temple. Although Scottish Rite members attend-
ed, the gathering was, in fact, a DeMolay event. 
A uniformed degree team of 28 boys from Kansas 
City Chapter – the original DeMolay chapter – had 
traveled from Missouri in order to institute Robert 
LeBruce Chapter of DeMolay, Washington’s sec-
ond DeMolay chapter. The Kansas City contingent 
also included a number 
of adults. Among them 
was DeMolay’s found-
er Frank S. Land. Those 
present in the room in-
cluded 107 boys chosen 
to receive the degrees, 
as well as the boys’ fa-
thers. Members of the 
Southern Jurisdiction’s 
Supreme Council, who 
were already in town for 
their own meeting, also 
attended.

Among those receiv-
ing the two DeMolay 
degrees that evening 
was 19-year-old Robert 
Emmet Doyle Jr. His 
DeMolay certificate is 
pictured here. In an-
ticipation of the insti-
tution of the chapter, 
members had unani-
mously elected Doyle 
as the first Master 
Councilor of the Robert LeBruce Chapter.  The 
founding of the Robert LeBruce Chapter in 1921 
was part of a larger trend. DeMolay experienced 
tremendous growth in its first few years. Al-
though originally located only in Missouri, where 
it began, by 1922, after only three years in exis-
tence, DeMolay boasted chapters in nearly every 
U.S. state.

Doyle followed the tradition of many Masons, by 
having his certificate autographed by nearly 30 Ma-
sons hailing from California, Connecticut, Florida, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Mon-
tana, Texas, Wyoming, and Washington, DC. What 
makes Doyle’s certificate stand out in particular is 

that two presidents of the Unit-
ed States, Warren G. Harding 
and William H. Taft, signed it. 
Harding autographed and dated 
the certificate on April 24, 1922, 
while he was president, and 
because he was a Scottish Rite 
Mason, added a “32°” after his 
name. Taft did not date his signa-
ture, but did include the name of 
his lodge, Kilwinning Lodge No. 356. All of the dat-
ed autographs are from 1922 and 1923, so it seems 
likely that Taft’s is also from around that time. In the 
early 1920s, the former president served as Chief 
Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court. Based in Wash-
ington, DC, Doyle also collected signatures from 
various Scottish Rite Masons from the Southern 
Jurisdiction, including the long-serving Sovereign 
Grand Commander, John Cowles. 

Just a few years after 
joining DeMolay, Doyle 
was raised a Master Ma-
son, joining his father 
at Lafayette Lodge No. 
19. Doyle also became 
a Scottish Rite Mason in 
the Southern Jurisdic-
tion. He first joined the 
Washington, DC-based 
Mithras Lodge of Per-
fection No. 1 and was 
part of a 55-member 
class upon which the 
14o was conferred on 
October 28, 1924. By the 
1940s, Doyle had moved 
from Washington DC 
to California, where he 
lived until his death in 
1988. His certificate, 
now in our collection, 
illustrates the deep con-
nection that exists be-
tween DeMolay and the 
Scottish Rite.

The Van Gorden-Williams Library & Archives is located 
in Lexington, Massachusetts, at the Scottish Rite Ma-
sonic Museum & Library, and is open to the public 10-4, 
Wednesday-Saturday. Have questions? Drop us a line at  
library@srmml.org or give us a call at 781-457-4109.

mailto:library%40srmml.org?subject=
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DYSLEXIA CENTERS EXPAND IN CONNECTICUT

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Connecticut Dyslexia Center location in Bridgeport was held on 
Friday January 18th.  An enthusiastic crowd attended the event, including parents, tutors, students, cen-
ter staff, board of governors members, government officials, the Grand Master of Connecticut Marshall K. 

Robinson, Active and Emeritus Supreme Council members from Connecticut and other Masonic leaders. Even 
Scotty the Eagle was there. The Valley of Bridgeport hosted an after-opening reception at Vazzy’s restaurant.

Dave and Cheryl Sharkis, and the entire Waterbury Board of Governors have worked hard to make sure that Bridgeport 
is a place where learning can thrive. With the help of Connecticut Freemasonry, they certainly succeeded at Bridge-
port. During his remarks, David Sharkis announced that the Hartford location is coming soon.

Ill. Denman G. Kramer, 33˚ 
1918-2019

Ill. Denman G. Kramer, an Active Emeritus Member of this Supreme Council for 
the state of Wisconsin, died on February 14, 2019.

Raised a Master Mason in Baraboo Lodge No. 34, of Baraboo, WI on February 
11, 1948, where he was Past Master. He was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Wisconsin in 1971.

On September 6, 1947 he was united in marriage with Caroline Elmarene 
Schaefer.

For a complete baluster on the life of Ill. Denman G. Kramer, 33˚, visit the 
Member’s Center at  ScottishRiteNMJ.org

Bro. Donald Casey Jr. and the eagle 
have landed.

Center Director Cheryl Sharkis watches 
as Nolan, a recent grad, receives Scotty.

Bob Ogg , Director of Operations 
talks about center history.

https://www.amazon.com/Level-Steps-100-Meditations-Freemasons-ebook/dp/B004SQ6GBE/ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1?keywords=level+steps+masonic+book&qid=1556024388&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmrnull
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ET CETERA, etc. 

A   L  A   N      F  O  U  L  D  S

Saint Edouard Lodge
The Supreme Council of the Northern Masonic Jurisdic-
tion recently commissioned an annotated translation of 
a rare Masonic manuscript of Saint Edouard, an early 
Scottish Rite Lodge in 1748 Paris. It is a rare document of 
one of the embryos of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry.  It is available in both a regular printed 
version as well as an electronic one. It is available at: 
www.scottishritenmj.org/shop

In this work, Ill. Kamel Oussayef, 33°, uses a simplified 
version of prosopography, “a tool that, in some histor-
ic studies, identifies and relates a group of persons in a 
particular historical context.”

It observes the members of St. Edouard Lodge in their 
environment and takes into consideration their person-
al life and human characteristics rather than scrutinize 
the society in which they lived, as most historians do. 
Observing individuals, rather than a society, also helps 
make the reading of the document more pleasant and 
lively. As you read about the fascinating members of St. 
Edouard Lodge, you get the feeling that each of them is 
introducing himself to you. 

The description of their place of work and lodging, their 
avocations, professions, employments or for some, the 
lack of any occupations, illustrates the connection that 
existed between Freemasonry and the societal life of 
these men. 

The footnotes are an essential part of the book and help 
to understand the historic importance of the manu-
script. They are located at the bottom of each page for 
easy reference.

It’s Official
On March 3rd The Valley of The Firelands in North Cen-
tral Ohio formally received its charters during the “Rite 
On”  celebration.  The new Valley watched as Ill. Douglas 
N. Kaylor 33˚, Deputy for Ohio formally presented the 
charters for Hector Kilborne Lodge of Perfection, Sen-
eca-GreenSprings Council Princes of Jerusalem, Platt 
Benedict Chapter Rose Croix, and Sandusky and The 
Firelands Consistory to the heads of those bodies.

Passing of a Valley Secretary
Bro. Paul D. MacDonna, Executive Secretary for the Val-
ley of Springfield, IL, passed away in February after a 

seven-month battle with cancer. Bro. MacDonna was a 
member of Rochester Lodge No. 635, and was Sovereign 
Prince. He is survived by his wife Deborah, daughter 
Erin, son Keegan, granddaughter Piper, and several oth-
er family members.

More TNL Themes Coming
During the past year we have been assigning themes to 
each issue of TNL. This month you probably noticed that 
we honor DeMolay, coinciding with that organization’s 
centenary. In the next issues we feature “Veterans,” “Our 
Charities,” the “Family of Freemasonry,” and “First Re-
sponders.”

Blogs, Blogs
Are you in the mood for some quick reads concerning 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry? You now have two blog sites 
at which to do it. For more than a decade the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Museum & Library has hosted a site at srn-
ml.org/interact/social-media. It covers a wide range of 
subjects such as “Masonic Imposters,” “Life Aboard the 
U.S.S. Delaware,” “Grant Wood’s Shrine Quartet,” and 
much more. Joining the museum is a new site found at 
the revamped web page of the jurisdiction. Check out 
ScottishRiteNMJ.org under “Blog” on the top navigation 
bar.  You will read about “The Mason’s Lady: A Wom-
an’s Journey to Freemasonry,” the ribbon cutting of the 
Square & Compasses studio, “George Washington: Pres-
ident & Freemason,” and it includes abridged versions of 
selected articles from The Northern Light.

On the Cover
The 2019 Grand Masters Conference in Rapid City, SD, 
made note of the centennial year of DeMolay. All the 
current and Past Grand Masters present at the meetings 
who are Senior Demolays pose with Avery Brinkley, In-
ternational Master Councilor.

Let’s have a little fun this issue. The editor sits with coffee 
cup in hand. On his computer screen is a photo he took one 
morning before work. The first person to guess what the 
image is gets a free TNL coffee mug. Email your answer to 
afoulds@srnmj.org.

One of the three major pillars at the genesis  
of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Sai n t  E d o üa r d
a 1748 Masonic Lodge

during the French Enlightenment 

Annotated translation by

Kamel oussayef, 33°, msa, dsa

this book is an annotated translation of a rare masonic manuscript of St. Edouard, an early  
Scottish rite Lodge in 1748 Paris. it is a rare document of one of the embryos of the ancient 
accepted Scottish rite of Freemasonry. the Supreme Council of the northern Masonic  
Jurisdiction commissioned it and made it available in both a regular printed version as well  
as an electronic one. 
 in this work, illustrious Brother Kamel oussayef, 33°, MSa, dSa, uses a simplified version 
of prosopography, “a tool that, in some historic studies, identifies and relates a group of persons  
in a particular historical context”.
 it observes the members of St. Edouard Lodge in their environment and takes into  
consideration their personal life and human characteristics rather than scrutinize the society in 
which they lived, as most historians do. observing individuals, rather than a society, also helps 
make the reading of the document more pleasant and livelier. as you read about the fascinating 
members of St. Edouard Lodge, you get the feeling that each of them is introducing himself  
to you. 
 the description of their place of work and lodging, their avocations, professions,   
employments or for some, the lack of any occupations, illustrates the connection that existed 
between Freemasonry and the societal life of these men. 
 above all, this work unveils the links that have existed between Freemasonry and the  
political, cultural and social life of the turbulent and ingenious era of the enlightenment in 
18th Century Europe. Four decades later, this abundance of uninhibited, uncommon and  
sometimes-astonishing ideas would inexorably ignite the French revolution of 1789,   
a cataclysmic upheaval of universal proportion, in which some of the members of St. Edouard 
Lodge were definitively involved. a few of them fell victim to the infamous guillotine.

One of the three major pillars at the genesis  
of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Sai n t  E d o üa r d
a 1748 Masonic Lodge

during the French Enlightenment 

Annotated translation by

Kamel oussayef, 33°, msa, dsa
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